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High quality

of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

at a fair price

DOUBLE GLAZING

CARPENTRY

• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC,
aluminium and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double
glazed windows (e.g. replacement of old misted
glass units, broken handles & hinges)
• Re-trim & seal old windows
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full
replacement or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or
timber

• Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks,
handles, skirting etc
• Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat
pack furniture etc
• Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard
• Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden
decking etc
• Fit curtain poles and blinds
• Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
• Install new kitchen units/doors

Ray
Wicker
DOUBLE GLAZING

All jobs considered - big or small
Please contact Ray Wicker:

M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk

RICHARD SOAN
ROOFING SERVICES

Flat &
Pitched
Roofing
All advice is free and
without obligation:
• Approved contractor to numerous
local authorities
• Award winning projects undertaken

Quality Domestic • Heritage
• Commercial • Education
• Industrial
Reputable for price, reliability
and workmanship. Best roofing
materials for longevity, a legacy
of quality service.

Trades Undertaken:
- Slating & Tiling
- Reinforced
Bituminous
Membranes
- Mastic Asphalt
- GRP Roofing

- Single Ply
- Liquid Coatings
- Shingling
- Leadwork
- Green Roofs
- UPVC, Fascias & Soffits

Telephone: 01273 486110
Email: enquiries@richardsoan.co.uk

www.richardsoan.co.uk
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Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?
• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

01273 477567
01273 473737

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk

J M Stonell
Building & Plastering Services

Brickwork | Patios | Walls
Rendering & Plastering
Call or email. Free no obligation quote

07796 632 778
Julianmichael66@gmail.com

♦ Funeral Directors
♦ Memorial Masons
♦ Pre-paid funeral plans

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have
advertised and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine.

To advertise please call 01843 523030
Published by Community Ad Web Ltd
www.communityad.co.uk
01843 834160 info@communityad.co.uk

To view our T&C’s, please visit our website

Also at

Caring for the
community
for over 100 years
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Editor’s Note

Autumn is my favourite season,
I love the colours and the low
slanting light, wellie walks and
wet dogs.
I am already looking forward to Christmas!
I want to thank everybody who contributed to
this issue, and all the talented councillors, writers
and photographers who give their time and
skills to help make Hamsey News such a great
community magazine. Please do keep sending
in any news, pictures or articles of interest and
I will endeavour to put them in the next issue
(February 2022). puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk

Fabulous Fundraising Dinner &
Auction for The Bevern Trust
The sound of happy laughter filled the air at Barcombe Village
Hall as supporters of The Bevern Trust shared a special evening
together and helped raise the outstanding amount of £15,000,
vital funds for the charity.
Through the course of the evening,
supporters enjoyed a delicious meal,
whilst hearing from Trustee and parent,
Rev. Paul Mundy, about the impact that
Bevern View has had on his son and
watching a truly wonderful video about
life for the residents. This video can be
viewed on our website at
beverntrust.org.
As the evening progressed, we were
entertained by our Patron, Natasha
Kaplinsky, with many stories from her
celebrity life over the years, including
the fact that as a celebrity dancer, she
performed the first dance on the first
ever Strictly Come Dancing!
During the evening, guests had the opportunity
to place their bids in the Silent Auction, and the
evening culminated in a fast-paced live auction
for exciting bids such as Cirque du Soleil tickets,
a signed Chelsea football club shirt and a
cottage staycation in Cornwall.

The Bevern Trust, a charity based in Barcombe,
offers love, care, freedom, and opportunity
to allow young adults with complex physical
disabilities to get more from life, by providing
outstanding residential care at Bevern View.
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Large Format
Scan, Copy &
Relax in the Print to A0+
knowledge
Giclee
we have
Poster
all your
Canvas
*

PRINT
NEEDS

Flyers
Binding
covered. Postcards
Artist cards
01273 480950
Laminate
business@le-bureau.co.uk
www.lebureau.co.uk
Mount
9, Lansdown Place, Lewes BN7 2JT

NINA MURDEN

The Lewes Seamstress
Bespoke Curtains and Blinds
French Archive Toile De Jouy
Ian Mankin ticking stripe
Also repairs and alterations service

theLewesSeamstress.co.uk

t: 01273 470817

WE ARE HIRING!
Call 01273 437040 or visit
www.homeinstead.co.uk
 Rewarding local work helping older
adults live safe and well at home.
 Full training and support given.
 Minimum one-hour visits, competitive
salary, paid travel time and much more!

ONE-TO-ONE GARDEN DESIGN
Garden design service for the smaller garden
completed in a day

m: 07717 855314

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional,
independent car garage with a reputation for the
highest standards of service. With specialist
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive
range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re
the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk
Emergency Drain
Clearance and
Repair in East
Sussex & West Sussex
24 Hour Call Out

38 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN UNBLOCKING DRAINS!
Services:

01273 477746
www.nigelphilips.co.uk
nigel@nigelphilips.co.uk

Blocked Drains, Pipes, Sinks & Toilets
CCTV Survey
Drain Repair
Highly Experienced
Rapid Response

Contact Mark on 07925 950133 for a Free Estimate.
Or Email: rhinoroddrains@yahoo.com
Website: www.rhinoroddrains.co.uk
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Parish Council News
POLICING
I have raised a number of concerns with Sussex
Police recently about the lack of response, lack
of officers, and failure to respond to residents’
reports in our villages in an effective timescale.

Our local PCSO Rose Stainer is finding it
difficult to be everywhere at once. Rose is a
part time PCSO (community support officer),
with no cover over our area when she is on rest
days or holiday. Rose works alone and is often
called to support officers in trouble spots in
town or on the coastal strip. Rose tells me that
Barcombe and Newick parish councils share
our frustrations, as does she.
It has been fed back to the Police and Crime
Commissioner that more needs to be done to
provide an acceptable service to our villages.
We need more police presence, a faster
response time, and more resources overall.
PCSO Rose Stainer has suggested booking
out a community engagement van to park
at Cooksbridge Station every few weeks so
that residents can drop in and tell her about
concerns that they have. We hope to see this in
place soon.
The burnt out car found recently in a field
off Hamsey Lane was accompanied by a
coursed deer that had been taken down by
running dogs, and empty beer cans. As part
of Operation Galileo (the national campaign
against illegal hare coursing) the Sussex Rural
Crime Unit has spent a lot of man hours in the
local area with day and night patrols and the
use of a drone fitted with a thermal imaging
camera. So far a person outside of our area has
been arrested.

Hamsey NEWS
PICNIC IN THE PARK
was well attended by
local residents on 5th
September. Publicity
for this event was kept
within the parish so
that residents could
confidently gather whilst
socially distancing. The
sun shone, the church
teas and delicious
cakes flowed, as did
the PTA bar. Some other excellent stalls were
hosted, including a science stall where people
could examine water samples and interact
with experiments. Sustainable Hamsey,
Cooksbridge Station Partnership and artist
Rebecca all received interested visitors. The
children enjoyed a range of outdoor activities
including a treasure hunt, and games, as well
as making good use of the playground.
Thank you to all the volunteers and residents
who made it such a
lovely event.
At Picnic in the
Park we took the
opportunity to make a
few presentations:
Lewes Rovers Football
Club, Community
Enhancement Award.
A blast from the
past for many! This
club est. 1970 in
Landport was invited
in 1989 to make their H.Q at Cooksbridge
Recreation Ground, and take over the running
of the place including the football team,
cricket team and crib team. In 1990 Club
Volunteers undertook modernisation of the
clubhouse and installed a car park at a cost
of several thousand pounds. The grounds
were maintained through hard graft, with
volunteers undertaking jobs such as rolling
the sports pitches before leaving for work
at the weekends. There were many socials
centered around the impressive new bar and
good times were enjoyed by many locals. This
building is today our cherished parish asset,
Beechwood Hall.

North Corner
Residential Care Home

Residential care
for the older person
Tel: 01273 474642
Fax: 01273 472234
1 Prince Edward’s Road, Lewes BN7 1BJ

www.northcornercarehome.co.uk

To advertise please call
01843 523030
or email
info@communityad.co.uk
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We presented ex-treasurer Norman Moye
and resident Bob
Page the Hamsey
Parish Community
Enhancement Award
on behalf of Lewes
Rovers, for their
contribution to the
people of Hamsey at
that time. In return,
Norman kindly
presented us with a
club shield, so that
we may keep it for
anyone who wishes to see it and reminisce
on the old days. We plan to upload some of
Norman’s photos onto the parish website
hamsey.net before long.
NATALIE KINCH

We thanked our
exceptionally
hard working
and wonderful
parish Clerk all the
best in her future
endeavours. Natalie
has helped steer the
parish council and
Beechwood Hall through an exceptionally
difficult period. Kind, conscientious and
capable, we know Natalie will be a success
wherever she goes after this period of some
down time as she prioritises her family.
STEVE TOOMEY
We thanked Steve for his ongoing care and
dedication, all hours, to Beechwood Hall
and Park. Together with wife Jenni Steve has
been the perfect
maintenance person,
anticipating and
dealing with such a
variety of eventualities
you wouldn’t believe. If
Steve wasn’t an expert
in everything when he
joined (he may have
been), he certainly is now. Thanks a million
Steve. We will try not to call you up too often.

Hamsey NEWS
WELCOME KEVIN KINGSTON, HAMSEY
PARISH CLERK
We were sorry to lose
Parish Clerk Natalie at
the end of August, and
we were pretty anxious
for a time about who
could fill the shoes of
such a pivotal person
within the parish
council. Parish Clerk
has to be one of the
most understated job
titles going for such
a responsible role requiring great knowledge
and skills. As the clerk job title in other
sectors has changed to reflect the seniority of
those positions, parish councils have lagged
somewhat behind. Don’t be fooled by the
junior sounding title; parish clerks perform a
demanding role requiring terrific organisation
and tenacity.
Hamsey Parish Council were very lucky to
receive applications from 3 good candidates,
including an outstanding application from our
new recruit Kevin Kingston, who is settling in
very well and doing a fantastic job as our new
Hamsey Parish Clerk.
From Kevin:
‘I’m married with three children and three
lovely grandchildren (who are real treasures)
and currently live in Uckfield although was
born a Lewes boy.
“Most of my working life has been in Local
Government and I can say that I have worked
at every level of Local Government from
County Council to Parish Council with the
vast majority of my career being at Brighton
& Hove City Council where I was Assistant
Director in the Environment Directorate.
“I left Brighton & Hove City Council in 2012 and
became the Town Clerk at Peacehaven Town
Council until 2016. Since then I have worked at
East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service for 10 months,
Rottingdean Parish Council for 18 months and
for the last 5 years was the part time Office
Manager at Lewes District Citizens Advice.
“I have quite a strong connection and bond
with Cooksbridge going back to my younger

Hamsey NEWS
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Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

ACCOUNTANCY
& TAXATION SERVICES

Kelvin Speirs

01273 890785
kelvinspeirs60@gmail.com
Fyndings, Station Road,
Plumpton Green, Lewes BN7 3BX

Because every life is unique
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www.gilesleisure.co.uk
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CHERRY PICKER HIRE

AND EXTERNAL PROPERTY SERVICES
Undertaking all works at height
Chimney restoration • Roofing repairs
Gutter cleaning • Painting • Tree works
All external working at heights

We are cheaper than scaffolding

07976538072

info@propertymaintenancesussex.co.uk
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www.carematchuk.co.uk

Gift Vouchers Available
E-Bike Hire • Tours/Servicing & Rental!
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Parish Council News
days when I spent many years playing football
at Beechwood Park with Cooksbridge Football
Club and thereafter Lewes Rovers - the park is
a lovely place and I’m very pleased to spend
time working there for a few hours a week brings back great memories.

Hamsey NEWS
AIR POLLUTION IN COOKSBRIDGE

“As for hobbies I love football (as you can tell)
and travelling, walking and cycling.”
Welcome, Kevin!
CHATFIELD CLOSE
The car park built for Wellington Cottages
and Fourwinds as part of the Chatfield Close
planning application has kindly been opened
up for the intended residents. Neither LDC
Planning or Developers Gold Development
made this transfer a straight-forward process,
but thankfully the good will of Chatfield Close
residents prevailed, and upon being granted
ownership of the land, they have straight
away made available the spaces to the A275
cottages, enabling a clear view of the road
for those exiting the close. There is still work
to be done in tying up the arrangements
in a formal process, but Hamsey Parish
Council would like to say a big thank you to
Chatfield Close residents and all of the houses
opposite Hamsey School for their good will
and cooperation over a number of years in
resolving this safety issue.
SPEEDS THROUGH OUR VILLAGES
Hamsey Parish Council are supportive of the
initiative of residents Joa and Sammie in trying
to reduce speeds through Cooksbridge. Some
of our readers may remember the days of 40
mph limit through our villages, when drivers
would routinely travel at 60mph. It took some
hard campaigning by the parish council at that
time to achieve the lower speed limit.
These days as more people are conscious of
placing the wellbeing and safety of people
before the motor car there has been a shift
towards lowering speeds, particularly in built
up areas. Many drivers ignore the 30mph
speed restriction, and many villagers believe
that their homes should be afforded the same
safety considerations as urban areas, with a
prioritisation on people before vehicles. More
from Sammie and Joa on this.

Anyone walking along the A275 will tell you
that air pollution continues to be an issue
around the level crossing at Cooksbridge. It is
very frustrating to choke on toxic fumes of a
vehicle, aware of the damage it is causing you
and more so those younger or older around
you, whilst the driver is listening to music, on
their phone or day dreaming, oblivious to the
assault of their whirring engine. We ask you all
to remember to switch off your vehicle whilst
stationary, and remind your family members to
do the same. Your neighbours and community
will thank you for it.
FRIENDS OF BEECHWOOD- GARDENERS
NEEDED

Group Friends of Beechwood Hall continues
to go from strength to strength as volunteers
meet to work out ideas for improvements at
Beechwood Hall & Rural Park. We would really
like to recruit some volunteers into the group
who have an eye for gardening, tree care, ideas
and or skills and who love to spend time at the
park. Please contact Cllr Carolyn Henry if you
think you can help in any way, or if you would
like to be involved generally in the group.
carolynhamseypc@gmail.com
Cllr. d’Arienzo
Chairperson, Hamsey Parish Council

Hamsey NEWS
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Bevern
View News

Our Kitchen is at the Heart of Bevern View
There is a lot of communication around eating so our
cooks,
Janet
&
Anna,
work
alongside
the
communications team making sure that we have
considered the obvious things such as likes and dislikes
but also what the environment is like i.e., too noisy, too
bright, too many distractions or not enough
distractions! All these considerations are managed by
our tireless shift managers and carried out by our
support workers.
The clinical team, community speech and language
therapists and dieticians are also very involved as there
are issue related to body weight (both overweight and
underweight),
swallowing
diﬃculties,
gastrooesophageal reﬂux disorder, diabetes, bowel disorders
and oral health.
Some of our residents can clearly communicate their
likes and dislikes so Janet works hard at her menus
always making sure she has a choice of freshly made
meals.

The residents love being
involved in our mealtimes as
we often ﬁnd that’s the best
time for chatting and laughing
together and getting to share
the gossip from the week
before!

Last summer, we fundraised to enable us to purchase a
portable oven which means our residents are able to
enjoy cooking for themselves during an activity.

more
from
life

Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Follow us on social media:
@the beverntrust

Bevern View is a purpose
built residential home in
Barcombe providing lifelong care for 11 young
adults with profound
disabilities.
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Parish of Hamsey
St Peter Offham and Hamsey
I like November – ‘seasons of mists...’ etc. It always brings to my
mind the smell of the bonfires my father loved to make to burn
garden rubbish.
This became the fire for Bonfire Night in the
back garden. In those days we still made a Guy
out of anything we could find and spent weeks
accumulating a box of Roman Candles and
Sparklers and a few rockets as pocket money
allowed. Catherine Wheels – were a painful
experience - as whatever my father did to try
and make them spin on a nail impaled on a
post, they kept on stopping and he would
get quite irritated trying to set them spinning
again. Rockets had to be stood in milk bottles
and much of the fun of the next day was to
find how many rockets from other displays had
landed in our garden.
Potatoes were cooked in the ashes which
meant that the outside inch was charcoal, and
you had to dig in to find anything edible by
which time ash was everywhere, but we ate it
regardless along with rather burnt sausages.
The generation following us were far more
sophisticated, now children were taken to
‘displays’ with burger buns sold from a van.

Later in November is Remembrance Sunday
(14th) which will cause some to remember
and younger ones to learn – and we need to
remember and learn ...’Lest we forget’.
Memory is what makes us who we are – we
become the total of our experience. It forms
how we learn and how we process life.
Imagination is built on memory. Perhaps
this informs and influences how we relate
to ancient buildings, particular spaces,
and artifacts. We wonder and imagine the
lives of those who made them. We can feel
responsible that those who fashioned them
are remembered and their work valued. Old
Hamsey Church needs some care at present
(further details below).

No more getting burned by the sparks from
holding Sparklers (can you still get them I
wonder, dangerous things really).

Memory can prevent us from living in the
present. We either look back (typically twenty
years) and recall the ‘good old days’, now
tinged with sentimentality and viewed in
the glow of rose-tinted specs, or memories
drive us to look ahead, always planning and
imagining something bigger and better. Both
bring dissatisfaction with the present. We must
be alert to this and strive to find balance.

Autumn has a tinge of reminiscence about
it. At the beginning of the month the Church
observes two special Feasts: The Solemnisation
of All Saints and the Commemoration of
the Faithful Departed (All Souls). All Saints
remembers those who gave us examples to
follow, and All Souls remembers those ‘blessed
nobodies’, those we have known and loved
along the way.

Memories can indeed be life giving and bring
us comfort, for this they are valued. Others
dis-able us from living free and full lives. There
is an interesting word in the Bible to describe
what God longs to give and do for us - it is
‘sozo’, often translated ‘salvation’ but it carries
with it the idea of healing at the deepest level
of our personalities which would include
difficult memories.

These two Feasts gave rise to Halloween the
day before, or the Eve of All Hallows as it was
originally known. The superstition grew up
that the Eve of these Feasts was a ‘thin’ space
where the dead were particularly close. This,
no doubt, is responsible for many of the
‘spooky’ ideas now used to market Halloween.

So, as mist and mellow fruitfulness begin
around us and we recall past years, offering all
our memories to God, both good and bad, for
healing and transformation might be a fruitful
way to put ‘remembrance’ to good use.

Hamsey NEWS
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Our Sunday service is at 9.30 a.m. at St Peter
Offham
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, 14TH NOVEMBER
10.50 A.M
We will be joined by members of the Parish
Council and meet on the lawn for the wreath
laying and two-minute silence. There will be an
opportunity for you to lay a wreath, or cross.
We then come into church for the service.
SONGS OF PRAISE ON THE 28TH NOVEMBER
3.00 P.M. AT ST PETER OFFHAM
You are invited to submit a favourite hymn
and eight will be randomly drawn to make up
a service of praise and thanksgiving. No such
service would be complete without ‘tea and
cake’ and there will be plenty of that at the
end. If you want to enter your favourite hymn,
the details and entry form are on our website.

On Sunday 3 October, Harvest Festival was
celebrated at St Peter’s Church, Offham. A
good congregation contributed a substantial
supply of foodstuffs for the local foodbanks.

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT, OLD HAMSEY
CHURCH 12TH DECEMBER 3.00 P.M
Wrap up warm and bring a torch (no
electricity!). The car park is the field before the
bridge on the right.
THE SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND
CAROLS 19TH DECEMBER 6.00 P.M
St Peter Offham. Join us for this traditional
Christmas Service and afterwards for festive
refreshments.
FENCE AT OLD HAMSEY CHURCH
The fence on the lane side needs to be
replaced and we are asking people to sponsor
a ‘bay’ (one post and rail) for £60 – we need
48. Once done Hamsey will greet the new year
looking cared for. Details on our webpage.
There has been some concern about the
churchyard being allowed to run to meadow
this year. Please be assured, that we are aware
of this and have revised our plans for next year
to take your concerns into account.
Rev Anne Dunlop
revannedunlop@gmail.com
Parish Office: 01273 890006
Church of England Worship | St Peter Offam
and Hamsey England | England
Website: offhamandhamsey.org

The church is also particularly grateful to
Tesco superstore in Lewes which, as every
year, provided a generous gift token for the
purchase of further donations – grateful
thanks are due to Jake Sands and his team!
The church was beautifully decorated by Jane
and her usual band of flower-arrangers and
the service was followed by a well-attended
and delicious Harvest Lunch in the church
hall, courtesy of Chris and Dave and their loyal
team of cooks and washer-uppers!
Jenny Money
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Rail News – Robert Baughan
Since the last issue of Hamsey News, there’s been plenty of rail
related news to report on….
The Rail Committee of Hamsey Parish Council
has written again to Network Rail to pursue
the issue of ground borne vibrations caused by
passing freight trains with the aim of seeking
a satisfactory resolution. We will continue
to pursue this matter on behalf of residents
with potential avenues for escalation being
evaluated should they be required.

Accordingly, we will continue to work with
our partners at GRT (Southern) to facilitate the
earliest possible restoration of a full hourly
weekday service at Cooksbridge, as soon as
COVID-19 related constraints allow. Weekend
train services from Cooksbridge remain
unaffected with a full hourly Saturday and
Sunday service continuing to be provided.

GTR (Southern) have now
installed a new Pod Point
electric vehicle charging
point within the station
car park at Cooksbridge.
According to the Pod Point
website, this charging
point will be reliable, open
to all, does not require
membership or radio-frequency identification
(RFID) cards and can be accessed via Pod
Point’s mobile application.

Cooksbridge Station Partnership attended
with a stand at the Picnic in the Park event
held at Beechwood Hall & Park on 5th
September which created a lot of interest. It
was a great opportunity for us to share our
story of the successful 10 year campaign to
restore our train service, the enhancements
that are being made at the station and our
future plans.

A revised train timetable was implemented
by GTR (Southern) on 6th September to run
more trains overall and to increase services
for schools and colleges. However, whilst
the service on many routes was increased
other routes are still seeing some reductions
on Mondays to Fridays due to COVID-19
constraints which is the case at Cooksbridge.

Gardening sessions have continued at the
station with members of Cooksbridge Station
Partnership addressing a variety of tasks over
the summer. We were very pleased to welcome
Aaron Camm at our September gardening
session, a new member of our team who we
met at the Picnic in the Park event. Sources
for grant funding continue to be explored for
shrubs, trees and plants for the coming year.

Hamsey NEWS

Network Rail and GTR (Southern) have started
a publicity campaign to inform rail users of
proposed further works related to the Brighton
Main Line Modernisation project. Network
Rail will be carrying out major engineering
works between Three Bridges and Brighton /
Lewes / Hove, closing the line for 9 days from
Saturday 19th to Sunday 27th February 2022,
to deliver track replacement work and build a
new underpass. Supporting work will also take
place at weekends before and after the main
closures.
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During this period train services from
Cooksbridge will be provided by replacement
buses, details of which are still to be advised.
We are always interested to hear from anyone
who would like to join our team - if you can
spare a few hours a month and would like
to contribute please get in touch in the first
instance via the parish clerk. We would love to
hear from you!
The Rail Committee of Hamsey Parish Council

Chailey & Newick Painting Group

Welcome to our Annual Art Exhibition 2021 - November 20th December 20th
This year’s exhibition of members’ recent
paintings will again be online. None of us
expected, a year ago, that we would still be
limited by COVID restrictions at this point in
time – but hooray for the enabling internet!

Although we would far rather be welcoming
you in person to an exhibition in Chailey
village hall, we remain excited about our
second online exhibition and invite you to visit
us on our website.
Last year’s online exhibition was a great
success, reaching ‘visitors’ from far and wide
as well as our faithful local enthusiasts and
also raising a substantial sum for St Peter & St
James Hospice, thanks to generous donations
and commission on sales of art.

As before, if you see a painting you love, you
will be able to make a purchase by leaving
your details on the website - privately, of
course. The artist concerned will contact you
to arrange viewing, collection/delivery, and
payment.
Again, a percentage of all sales will be donated
by our artists to St Peter & St James Hospice,
boosting much-needed Hospice funds. Visitors
can also make a donation to the Hospice
through our online ‘just giving’ facility.
There is much more to see on our website pay us a visit!
www.chaileyandnewickpaintinggroup.com

Citizens Advice

Citizens Advice is particularly concerned about people on the
lowest incomes, who could be hit in three ways by rising energy
costs, the cut of £20-a-week to their Universal Credit, and a higher
cost of living due to inflation.
Do ask for help if you need it.
Universal Credit Help to Claim line
0800 1448444
Adviceline
0808 278 7892
Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm.

Email advice
www.eastsussexcab.co.uk
Chat online to an advisor
citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us
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Monday Afternoon Club Report
RECENT MEETINGS
Monday Afternoon Club is certainly back
after our 15-month enforced closure (though
we did manage an outdoor tea party in
September 2020 between lockdowns!) Since
May this year we have had outdoor tea parties
and indoor quizzes and recently the return
of some fascinating speakers. The club’s old
friend, Ian Everest gave a captivating talk
on local farming history and it was 3rd time
lucky in October when Martin Autun Lloyd,
CEO of Family Support Work for Chichester
Diocese, was finally able to visit the club. Both
the 2 previous dates for his visits had to be
cancelled as lockdown regulations took effect
but it was well worth the year long wait to
hear his inspirational talk about his team’s
work helping vulnerable families in these
challenging times.
FUTURE MEETINGS
We are delighted that ever popular Club visitor
Patsy Bailey will be with us on November 15
to brighten up a dull winter afternoon with
her singing and dancing display (yes, we shall
certainly be joining in too!)
December 20 is our annual Christmas Buffet
Lunch with this meeting starting at the earlier
time of 12noon.

It’s always a very happy and popular occasion
so if you would like to come do book a place
by calling me on 07889 281214.
2022 PLANS
Future meetings on the 3rd Monday of the
month include a visit from Rob Watkins of
Jamie’s Farm, recently established in Allington
Lane, on February 21 and Trevor Weeks MBE
speaking about Sussex Wildlife Rescue Service
on March 21 (for reasons outside our controlCOVID lockdowns- this Talk has been delayed
for almost 2 years!) There are many other
speakers at a planning stage so do give me
a call on 07889 281214 for more up to date
information on our 2022 plans.
And a reminder (as always!) that we are
a drop-in club for all retired members of
the community. There is no joining fee or
membership list- just turn up to whichever
meetings interest you (we ask for a voluntary
donation of £2 per person per meeting
to cover costs) It’s always a very friendly
atmosphere and the home-made cakes are
delicious!
See you soon!
Judith Bastide

Hamsey NEWS
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School News - Skylark Federation

Our new projects are focused on the theme of Discover.
This term the children are enjoying discovering all
about Castles, the Romans, World War One, World
War Two and the Battle of Hastings. The children
have had the opportunity to visit Lewes Castle,
Fishbourne Roman Palace, and Battle Abbey.
The children spoiled their parents with a
wonderful Harvest service; sharing their work
and performing poetry, singing and dancing.
It was so lovely to be performing live for the
parents. This year the Federation has welcomed
Mrs. Viv Berry, our new dramatic arts teacher.
We would like to thank our families for all the
donations of non-perishable foods which have
been donated to local food banks. The Federation
gardeners and children have also harvested all the
vegetables from the school gardens and are helping
prepare these spaces for the winter.
Esme and Roxy – two of the year six
prefects- “Super Skylarks” using the
new climbing wall.

School Open Mornings for New to Reception 22
Hamsey - Thurs 25th Nov- 9.30 -11.30
Hamsey - Thurs 13th Jan -9.30 -11.30
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Looking for governors
from the wider community

The Skylark Federation, comprising of Barcombe CE, Hamsey &
Plumpton Primary schools is looking to recruit two new members
to our collective Governing Body.
We are very well supported by governors drawn
from our parent body and are now looking for
volunteers from the wider communities.

Could it be you?
Schools need governing boards that:
• are balanced and have a diversity of knowledge,
• have skills and experience,
• has a good mix of people from our local
communities, from all walks of life and
backgrounds,
• have different viewpoints, experience, skills
and fresh ideas
We would very much like to welcome two new
members with business and or educational
skills to complement our existing team, but
first and foremost we are seeking volunteers
who are passionate about making a difference.
If you would be interested in supporting the
success of our schools and would like to know
more about being a Governor, please contact
Mrs Verity Brown our Clerk,
vbrown@skylarkfed.education or speak to
any of the school offices.

We will be delighted to set up a meeting and
talk to you more about the rewarding and
challenging work we do with the schools and
what you could gain from joining the team.
What is Governance?
Governors are responsible for the strategic
leadership and accountability of the Federation.
Referred to as a ‘Board’ the team is not
responsible for the management of the schools,
but for the vision, ethos and strategic direction
of the schools. We are responsible for holding
the senior leadership to account for educational
performance of the schools and for overseeing
the schools’ financial performance.
Being a school governor is a challenging but
hugely rewarding role. It will give you the
chance to make a real difference to young
people, give something back to your local
community and use and develop your skills in
a board-level environment.
Barcombe CE School – 01273 400287
Hamsey School – 01273 400370
Plumpton School – 01273 890338

Local Musician’s charity Fundraiser
On Sunday 21st November at 3 p.m. in St. Anne’s
Church in Lewes, there will be a concert to raise funds
for Afghanistan National Institute of Music (ANIM).
This was set up only ten years ago in Kabul,
and has been very successful in training a new
generation of young musicians, particularly
women, and in fact has had its own all-female
orchestra. The building in Kabul has been
taken over by the Taliban and the director is
now living in Australia, from where he is trying
to keep the Institute functioning in some
form. Some students have also fled but some
are still living in Kabul. The future of music
in Afghanistan under the Taliban is highly
uncertain.
Our concert will be a fascinating and eclectic

mix of music styles, featuring a percussion
ensemble and string quartet made up of
young players from Lewes Music Group,
chamber choir the Clockhouse Singers
performing music from the twentieth
century, jazz from saxophonist Julian Nicholas
and pianist Mark Edwards, Lewes-based
classical pianist Nancy Cooley, and authentic
Afghan music from John Baily and Veronica
Doubleday, who have spent many years
studying and performing this music.
For advance ticket information please contact
jimtuba@hotmail.com
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Hamsey Parish Litter Pick
The latest Hamsey Parish Litter Pick took place between 10.00 and
12.00 on Sunday 24th October on a beautiful autumnal morning.
It was great to see so many members of our
community taking part in another muchneeded tidy-up of our beautiful parish and
our thanks go to Kevin, Jim E, Mutsumi and
family, Margot, Jim R, Miki, Terry, Caroline and
Andrew.

It seemed like there was a lot of litter out
there on this occasion and it was great that
between us we were able to cover most of the
parish. On completion of the litter pick, a large
quantity of full black bags were left alongside
the recycling bin at Beechwood Hall car park,
ready for collection the next day by our friends
at Lewes District Council Waste & Recycling.

After more than
six eventful and
fun-packed years
of organising
the parish litter
picks, Tamsyn
and Robert have
now handed
over to one of
our stalwart
regular litter
pickers, Pete
Langley, who
has kindly
offered to take
on the role
going forward.
We all worked together on the organisation of
this October’s litter pick before handing over
ready for 2022. Many thanks Pete – it’s really
appreciated!
We look forward very much to seeing you at
our future parish litter picks when you will be
made most welcome!
Pete, Tamsyn and Robert
The next litter picks are scheduled for Sunday
January 30th and Sunday April 24th.
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Beechwood Hall & Rural Park

The hall is proving popular with hirers for events, overdue family
catch-ups and classes.
The bookings calendar is now live on the
website so you can check availability and book
the hall online. www.beechwoodhall.org.
Fridays have good availability at the moment,
so if you are thinking about hiring at short
notice or wondering about the best time to
schedule a regular class, then could be your
opportunity.
A new drinking fountain was recently installed.
Visitors can now refill water bottles from
behind the toilet block near the children’s
playground.
PLANNED PROJECTS:
New hedge around the multisports court.
We have sourced some lovely hedge mixes
from Stanmer Park nursery; 60 plants
including Guelder Rose, blackthorn, hawthorn,
dogwood, maple and crabapple. As well as
screening around the games court, this mix
should provide spring flowers, summer flowers
and berries for birds and autumn leaf colour
into winter with the dogwood. The young
plants won’t cost very much to buy, but they
will take some 2 years of nurturing to help

them grow into a beautiful strong hedge
which can soak up the plenty of sun. The new
plants will need digging in, correct watering,
mulching, grass kept cut back and some
protection placed around. This is where we will
need help from local people please, Sunday
November 21st at 11am – volunteers needed
(with gardening tools if you have them) to
plant hedges!
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We would especially love to hear from any
footballers who could lend us some of their
energy, and can encourage other footballers
to shoot away from the new plants (and the
hall!). It will be a lovely legacy for any people,
little or older, who would like to be pictured
taking part.
Notice board is due to be replaced soon, as
the other board is falling apart and not easy to
read at the moment.
Potential power upgrade for EV chargers
We are exploring with UKPN and our
electrician what the best options are for
providing clean electric vehicle charge points
at the hall. If an upgrade is too expensive we
may look at 7kw chargers with an option to
donate towards cost via a displayed QR code.
Path. Barcombe Landscapes are due to begin
work on putting in a path around the park,
which will eventually have seating along the
route and a nature trail which can be accessed
in all seasons.
Wildflowers chopped, then removed after
a week once the seeds have dropped. Please
excuse the mess in the interim. The grass and
self seeded willows are also to be cut back
around the septic tank.
Website update is in progress. Sign up for
news alerts on www.hamsey.net if you
haven’t already.
The tennis net is now down, so let the football
and basketball commence!
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The Friends of Beechwood group welcomes
everyone interested in helping at Beechwood
Hall.
• Are you any good at weeding? The existing
path from the veranda past the playground
to the table tennis table is in desperate need,
before it’s engulfed by grass and weeds.
• And as mentioned before, we could use some
help (experienced or not) with planting and
nurturing the court hedging.
Please contact hall manager Kelly if you can
help with any of the above, or if you would like
to enquire about the hall. Note the new hall
number: 07956 924385
manager@beechwoodhall.org
Finally, please do use the recycling compound
at the end of the car park to recycle any
rubbish you have, or pick up.
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Cooking up a treat

As the nights draw in and some Festive thoughts start to run
through your mind maybe it’s time to do something a bit different
and special after all the past 18 months of you know what!
Each year, for I don’t know how long, I followed
a Christmas cake recipe passed to me by my
Mother and it served us all well, however, I
came across the recipe below last year and
gave it a go as a bit of a treat, if I’m honest. It’s
bit old fashioned and carries with its making
some nostalgia as, when I was a child, it was a
family thing to mix the ingredients and spoon
any remaining mix quickly into our mouths
as the cake was popped into the warm oven.
If any readers try this out, I hope it tastes as
good as it looks.
RUSTIC LOOKING RICH CHRISTMAS CAKE
Cake ingredients:
100g glace cherries, 100g mixed peel, 225g
currents, 225g sultanas, 225g raisins, 300ml
Brandy, 250g salted butter (plus a bit more for
the tin), 250g dark muscovado sugar, 2tbsp
black treacle, 5 eggs, 1tsp mixed spice, 2tsp
ground nutmeg, 250g self-raising flour, a pinch
of sea salt.
Decoration ingredients:
200g marzipan, 100g apricot jam, a selection
of glace fruits or marzipan fruits, pecan or
walnuts.
Method:
Steep the cherries, peel, sultanas, currents
and raisins in the Brandy for 24-48 hours.
(Maybe take a tot of what’s left in the bottle for
yourself )
Heat the oven to 140c/fan 120c/Gas 1. Butter
and double line a 23cm cake tin and cut a
circle of greaseproof paper the same size as
the tins base.
Beat the butter and sugar into a pale and
fluffy mix, add the treacle, beat again
and one by one add the eggs until all
is combined. Next, sift in the spices,
flour and salt and mix again until all is
combined. Finally, add the fruit and
any remaining, soaking liquid, mixing
it all together.

Spoon the mixture into the cake tin, evening
out the top. Cover the top with the preprepared circle of greaseproof paper and pop
your cake on the bottom of the oven to bake
for some 4.5 hours. Check the cake is cooked
with a skewer which, when inserted in the
centre, comes out clean.
Cover and allow to cool.
For the decoration, roll out the marzipan into
a sheet about as thick as a £1.00 coin, cut it to
a circle the same diameter as your cake. Spoon
the jam into a small saucepan and add 1tbsp
water allow the jam to bubble lightly and then
glaze the top of your cake with the warm jam
before popping the circle of marzipan on top
of your cake. Brush the jam glaze over the
marzipan and add your glace fruits and nuts.
Almost there, now simply use what is left of
the apricot glaze jam to brush over your top
decoration for a great shine.
Well, needless to say, the final job left to do is
to share your cake and tuck in.
I must add the source of this recipe. It a lovely
book written by Skye McAlpine named “A
Table for Friends, The Art of Cooking for Two or
Twenty”. Published by Bloomsbury.
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Footpaths: use ‘em or lose ‘em!

The Monday Group has been working hard on the local paths
throughout the year.
In July we were out in force cutting back
overwhelming overgrowth from the footpath
running behind Cooksbridge station over to
Beechwood Lane. This footpath can become
overgrown very quickly as it is quite narrow
in places, and overgrowth from each side can
soon join to make an impenetrable tangle of
brambles, dog roses and other unwelcome
wild herbage! In July it had got to the stage
that the footpath simply couldn’t be used, and
then, of course, nature (literally) had a field
day, and really took over!
Never daunted, the
Monday Group took
on the challenge. The
team split onto two, one
group starting at the
far end, and one at the
level crossing end. Two
hours, a deal of sweat,
some minor abrasions
and some moderately
bad language later, the
groups met at the middle, a bit like when the
Channel tunnellers or the Crossrail tunnellers
met in the middle (well, a tiny bit…).

The overgrown path - before

Jim started at one end

More recently, following a call for help from
a local walker, we turned our attention to
the paths round the field between the Rec
and Beechwood Pond which had also grown
overgrown and impenetrable.
So now it’s over to you. Paths need to be
used, or they soon become overgrown and
impassable. Our footpaths are a precious
heritage and if we don’t use them, we’ll lose
them!

They meet in the middle!

If you like the work we do, why not make a
donation to help us carry on our work to keep
our footpaths accessible. The easiest way to
donate is to visit our website:
www.mondaygroup.org.
Thank you and keep on walking!
Jim Redwood
The Monday Group
After

John started at the other

classified
Efficient, friendly
service from your
local Electrician
LOCAL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICIAN, RELIABLE &
EFFICIENT SERVICE, FREE QUOTES.
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Full Day & Half Day Trips available
Door to door service
And much much more……..
*Membership is FREE and joining is easy, so why wait.
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Advertise in our new
c l a s s i f i e d section for
£50+VAT for 3 months.
Please call
01843 523030

Email hello@carematchuk.co.uk
www.carematchuk.co.uk

Hamsey Pets
This hamster is called
Buddy and belongs to
Jamie Bush.
Betty is the cat that
watches over him.
Jamie got Buddy in
February when his mum
had covid and he had
to isolate, which was a
nice distraction from
homeschooling.
He is very friendly and has
only bitten Jamie’s big
sister - Sophie. He enjoys
fresh fruit and vegetables
and loves nuts.
He escaped once but
was found in the middle
of the night sitting on
Sophie’s face, that was a
surprise for her!

This is Thunder, owned by Oscar Loosely,
who says the best thing about Thunder is
how he does monkey bars at night!
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Environment Group
Michael Blencowe visits Hamsey Church our local
designated Wildlife Site (LWS).
On a showery autumnal day friends of the
Church and Sustainable Hamsey met at the
churchyard to resume work on the wildflower
areas. The wildflower project has been
organised by Bob Doran the church warden
alongside Reverend Anne Dunlop and Helen
Proctor. The churchyard had recently been
strimmed and volunteers gathered to rake
the cuttings away otherwise they would add
nutrients to the soil, and wildflowers require
impoverished soil to establish successfully.
We were thrilled that the cuttings were taken
away by Olivier to be made into compost for
his market garden at Laughton.
A few days later we were very excited that
Michael Blencowe and Huw from Sussex
Wildlife Trust were able to visit the churchyard
and give advice on the best possible way to
manage the churchyard for greater wildlife
value and diversity.
They have both kindly said that they would
be happy to help with the surveys we wish to
carry out next spring and summer to give us
an idea of all flora and fauna present in the
churchyard. Surveys will be carried out on
an annual basis and are incredibly valuable
records of biodiversity.
We would love as many people as possible to
get involved with these surveys where we will
be looking at a moth trap, small mammal

traps, botanical surveys, a bat walk and
monitoring, bird and butterfly transects and
invertebrate and reptile surveys.
Dates to be confirmed.
We were very sad to read the results of the
2021 Big Butterfly Count which recorded the
lowest ever number of butterflies and dayflying moths in the UK since the count began
twelve years ago. This year’s weather has not
helped butterflies and with future extreme
weather conditions due to climate change,
as well as habitat loss and chemical use,
the count gives great concern for our much
loved UK butterfly and moth
species.
Therefore the work we are
doing at Hamsey churchyard
is crucial to provide habitat
for these beautiful creatures.
Butterflies are an indicator
species as to the overall
health of our environment, so
a decline is very worrying.
‘Every worm, every insect,
every animal is working for the ecological well
being of the planet. Only we humans, who
claim to be the most intelligent species here,
are not doing that.’ (Sadhguru)
Sarah Hughes
Please contact Cll Caroline Croft to get
involved carolinehamseypc@gmail.com
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Planning matters within the Parish
Including older applications that have now been decided upon by
Lewes District Council or the South Downs National Park.
LW/20/0609 | Former Hamsey Brickworks
South Road South Common South Chailey East
Sussex Phase 2 development for 12 custombuild homes and supporting infrastructure
- All matters reserved except access (phase
1 approved under planning reference
LW/14/0712). HPC Objects to this applicationawaiting a decision by LDC. To be discussed at a
meeting held by the Planning Authority on 7th
July 5pm at Lewes Leisure Centre.
Approved at meeting.
VSDNP/18/06103/OUT | Old Malling Farm –
Objection by Hamsey Parish Council.
SDNPA – Approved.
SDNP/21/01881/TCA | T1: Semi Mature Picea
abies. Located on the southern aspect of
Thatchers Cottage bordering Allington Lane Fell to ground level T2: Thuja plicata x 2 group
of multi stem trees, immediately adjacent to
T1 - Complete removal of group to ground
level | Thatchers Cottage Allington Lane East
Chiltington BN7 3QJ -Hamsey Parish Council
have no objection to this application. We
support the cottage being given a new lease
of life, which we accept includes effective tree
management. We are happy to leave the tree
officer to decide appropriate provision for
replacement planting (if any), in the interests
of the long term landscape setting of the
cottage and the area as a whole.
No Objections raised by LDC.
SDNP/21/01762/HOUS | Retention of
temporary construction access as a permanent
access to Mount Harry House with gate at start
of private drive | Mount Harry House Ditchling
Road Offham Lewes East Sussex BN7 3QW –
Hamsey Parish Council raises no objection,
but asks that the tree officer be asked to
consider whether any enhanced tree planting/
landscaping is justified, to mitigate for the tree
removal during the retrospectively approved
temporary access works. Approved by LDC.
SDNP/21/02970/HOUS | Replacement rear
extension and verandah | Fishpond House
Beechwood Lane Cooksbridge BN7 3QG.
No Objection’ by HPC. Been approved by SDNP.

TW/21/0039/TCA | Wheelwrights
Deadmantree Hill Barcombe East Sussex BN8
4SS - Lime Tree - fell 1 no. branch extending
over boundary fence to prevent excessive
shedding. Approved.
LW/21/0461 | single-storey rear extension
with internal alterations | County House
Cooksbridge Road Cooksbridge East Sussex
BN8 4SW.
LW/21/0599 | Demolition of existing rear
extension and creation of new two storey
extension with pitched roof | Mount Pleasant
Cottage Town Littleworth Road Barcombe East
Sussex BN8 4TB. Applications refused.
LW/21/0361 & 0362 | Demolition of single
storey lean-to structure at rear of dwelling
and replacement with a new single storey
structure on the same footprint as the
existing | Bouverie Cottage Cooksbridge Road
Cooksbridge East Sussex BN8 4SL.
APPLICATIONS STILL AWAITING DECISION
(AS OF 5 OCTOBER 2021)
LW/20/0647 | NMA for the addition of
9 parking spaces in relation to planning
application LW/17/0030 (Redevelopment of
the site with six residential units) | Knights
Court South Road South Common South
Chailey East Sussex.
Objection from Hamsey Parish Council.
LW/20/0856 | Variation of condition 1
(plans) in relation to planning applications
LW/18/0849 and LW/14/0712 | The Barn
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South
Common South Chailey East Sussex BN8
4QD. Hamsey Parish Council offer ‘No further
comment to the retrospective application’.
SDNP/20/03254/PRE | New garden studio
building | Perseverance House The Street
Offham East Sussex BN7 3QB.
Hamsey Parish Council offer no objection to the
pre-application.
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LW/21/0160 | Removal of condition 27 in
relation to planning approval LW/14/0712 |
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South
Common South Chailey East Sussex.
HPC submits a holding objection to this
application, on policy grounds (loss of
employment potential), pending further
discussions with the applicant.’
LW/21/0262 | Land Adjacent Nolands Farm,
Station Road, Plumpton Green, East Sussex,
BN7 3BT. Objection by Hamsey Parish Council.
Full comment can read on the LDC Planning
Portal.
SDNP/21/03308/HOUS and SDNP/21/03309/
LIS | Removal of asbestos containing
lining boards to various walls and ceilings
throughout the ground floor, removal of 20th
century additions, new rooflights and other
internal alterations including reorganisation
of bathroom on the ground floor and new
shower room on the first floor, demolition
of garage and wood shed, replace with
new garage and workshop and enlarge off
street parking area and turn around space
| Thatchers Cottage Allington Lane East
Chiltington BN7 3QJ. HPC offer ‘No Objection’ to
these applications.
SDNP/21/03506/HOUS and SDNP/21/03507/
LIS | Retrospective application for approval
for omission of side facing window
from implemented consented scheme
SDNP/19/04373/HOUS and SDNP/19/04374/
LIS and installation of chimney flue to garden
building | Woodcock Cottage The Street
Offham BN7 3QE.
HPC offer ‘No Objection’ to these applications.
LW/21/0443 | Amendments to approved
scheme (ref LW/18/0328) to allow for
alterations to fenestration and pitched
roof front and rear dormers | Old Hamsey
Brickworks South Road South Common South
Chailey East Sussex.
HPC offer ‘No Objection’ to this application.
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LW/21/0573 | Outline application to demolish
an existing bungalow and rebuild 4 new
two bedroom cottages with off road parking
concerning access and layout with remaining
matters reserved | Two Ways Bevernbridge
South Road South Common South Chailey East
Sussex BN8 4QD – No objections in principle
subject to the boundary treatment to the A275
providing for generous landscaping, with any
built structures (fence or wall) between the
landscaping and the new houses.
HPC would request an informative to this effect.
LW/21/0538 | Single-storey rear extension
with roof terrace above, creation of and
alterations to windows, demolition of stables
and erection of three-bay garage/store with
loft space and 3no dormers | Hamsey Lodge
North End Lane Hamsey East Sussex BN8 5TE.
HPC Offer ‘No Objection’ to this application.
LW/21/0622 | Demolition of an existing office
building, erection of 13no. dwellings (mix
of 2 and 3 bedrooms), redesign of parking
area serving a consented office building,
additional garden area for Kiln Cottage and
all associated works I am consulting you on
the above development. All comments and
any observations no later than 06.10.2021. |
Retained Land At Antler Homes Old Hamsey
Brickworks Development & Avid Commercial
Building Knights Court South Chailey BN8 4QF
NEW APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST
MEETING
LW/21/0741 | Erection of detached 3 bedroom
house |The Orchard, North End Lane, Hamsey,
BN8 5TE.

To advertise please call
01843 523030
or email
info@communityad.co.uk

28

Hamsey NEWS

Cooksbridge fears of fatal road accidents
spur call for 20 mph speed limit
A spate of near fatal car crashes in Cooksbridge in the past
four years, including a car ploughing through the front of
a local home, has spurred a campaign by residents to lower
the speed limit from 30 miles per hour (mph) to 20 mph
amid growing concern about speeding cars close to the local
primary school and homes.
“The 20 mph for Cooksbridge Campaign”
was launched this month by Joa Saunders
and Sammie Venn, residents of Cooksbridge,
among mounting fears that drivers are
routinely endangering villagers by flouting
the 30 mph speed limit along the A275. In
April 2018 a local family suffered extensive
damage to the front of their home when a
van travelling along the A275 hit a parked car
which span around and crashed through a
fence into the front room of their cottage.
“The front of the house
was smashed, the vehicle
inside wreaked havoc on
the front room, upending
and crushing furniture and
destroying everything in
its pathway. Exactly one
week earlier it had been
the school Easter holiday
and my son and wife would
possibly have been in the front room. Luckily
for all of us we were not in,” said Andy.
“My wife rarely uses the
front room now and none
of us will sit in the chair
near the window, we
will never get over what
happened, or feel truly
safe in our house again,”
he said. “Or maybe, just
maybe, our community
will be supported by being
allowed a speed camera or lower speed limit
or safety rails in front of our houses.
“We desperately need something - because
let’s face it, our little village has a really long
straight road going through its heart - and
it is very tempting for those speeders out

there to fly through without a thought. And
just for the record….this is the 3rd crash near
our cottage that has occurred, and no safety
measures have previously been put in place.
What does it take? Does our lovely community
really have to tick the boxes by experiencing a
fatality before we get help from Lewes District
Council?”
The 2018 Cooksbridge cottage crash is by no
means an isolated incident. Earlier this month
another resident reported a car skidding and
narrowly missing her front door by a few
inches. After smashing flower pots, leaving
debris in its wake along the road, meters
from Hamsey Primary School, the car sped off
taking out the rubbish and recycling bins and
knocking the waste pipe off the neighbor’s
property. Other members of the community
have complained of speeding cars, vans
and trucks hurtling past local children in the
absence of speed cameras to enforce the 30
mph limit.
The campaign is calling on Lewes District
Council to reduce the local speed limit to
20 mph in line with the UK government’s
commitment to support the Stockholm
Declaration made in March this year on road
safety at a summit involving 140 countries.
The declaration aims to halve traffic deaths
by 2030, including by making a speed limit of
30 km/h (around 20 mph) the “new normal”
where cyclists, pedestrians and cars cross each
other.
Lewes District Council is currently a hung
Council, with no one political party having
overall control. Control of the Cabinet is with
Councillor Zoe Nicholson (Green Party) as
Leader, as part of a cooperative alliance.
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This consists of the Green Party, the
Liberal Democrats, Labour groups and an
Independent group member.
“Not only is the 30 mph speed limit
flouted - with cars and lorries hurtling
through the village at high speed - it
is outdated and out of keeping with
the government’s new commitment to
lower it to 20 mph to protect life and
limb in residential areas,” said one of the
campaign leaders Joa Saunders.
“Breaking the speed limit is one thing. Living
in fear of someone being killed quite another.
My car was written off in 2019 outside of my
front door. I live opposite Hamsey Primary
School, one of the mothers knocked on my
door, shocked at what she had witnessed.
This happened at school pick up time in the
afternoon. Can you imagine the devastation
if that had been one of our children,” added
fellow campaigner Sammie Venn.
“In 2019, 817 people were killed, 20,885 were
seriously injured, and 91,153 were slightly
injured in reported road collisions on built up
roads in Britain, according to the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Accidents. Almost 50
people lost their lives in traffic accidents in
Sussex in 2020, despite reduced traffic due
to the COVID-19 pandemic lockdowns. Traffic
accidents are a major cause of death for young
people, prompting the now renowned road
safety slogan: “Kill your speed, not a child.”
Slowing down can save lives. A vehicle
travelling at 20mph would stop in time to avoid
a child running out three car-lengths in front.
The same vehicle travelling at 25mph would
not be able to stop in time and would hit
the child at 18mph. This is roughly the
same impact as a child falling
from an upstairs window,
according to the road
safety charity Brake.
Campaigners
believe the
time is right for
Cooksbridge to
put the brakes on
speeding motorists
endangering
villagers, young and
old, thanks to the
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UK’s government’s commitment to reducing
road traffic deaths.
“We recognize that speed limits play an
important role in road safety, and we already
encourage local authorities to consider 20
mph where it is appropriate,” the Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State at the Department for
Transport, Conservative peer Baroness Vere of
Norbiton, told the House of Lords in response to
a question tabled by a Green Party peer in 2020.
“If it is not
appropriate to
enforce a 20 mph
speed limit outside
a primary school
with more than 100
children, it begs the
question: where is?”
said Joa Saunders,
urging residents to
sign a petition for
the speed change.
To sign the petition for a 20 mph speed
limit please follow us on Facebook at
“20mphforCooksbridge” and please contact
our local councillors to signal your support
for the petition: https://democracy.leweseastbourne.gov.uk/mgMemberIndexGroup.
aspx?bcr=1&g=LewesCllrs&m=LewesCllrs
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Here at Jamie’s Farm on Allington
Lane, we are delighted to be back
in the swing of our full residential
programme, following the lifting of
restrictions in May this year.
Our formula of ‘Farming, Family, Therapy,
Legacy’ remains powerful, with the need for it
being greater than ever, and we are overjoyed
to be open and fully booked until Christmas–
meaning we can reach even more vulnerable
young people at risk of social or academic
exclusion.
“To have the time to really talk to our young
people about their concerns and worries,
how we can support them, and to see them
building friendships, and achieve things they
really thought they couldn’t do, has been
incredible. The ability to bring students to
Jamie’s Farm who otherwise wouldn’t have the
opportunity to, to see something different and
believe in themselves, is massive.”
Senior Pastoral Leader, Uckfield College
If you’ve been following us over the summer
months, you may have seen our ‘Tropic like
its Hot’ open mic event on the farm on 8th
August. The event was lively and a welcome
return to events at the farm, where young
people from local schools, who had taken part
in our programme, participated in different
bands to entertain an appreciative crowd of
friends, family and local residents.

Some of the young people played their own
songs or, in some cases, played instruments
they’d only first picked up when visiting
Jamie’s Farm. The event raised an amazing
£825 and brought the Jamie’s Farm family and
friends back together again for a day of music
and merriment. Even if the weather wasn’t
tropical, the fancy dress was, and we hope to
hold another event of this sort next year.
“C has already started learning some new tunes,
he has really become so much more keen to
practice since he came to the Farm, which is
great for fun but also in prep for his exams.”
Parent of young performer at JF music event.
SAVE THE DATE - This Christmas we are
taking part in the Big Give campaign, offering
the opportunity for those who love the
work we do here at Jamie’s Farm to double
their donation between the dates of 30th
November and 7th December. This means that
together, with the help from our supporters,
we can have twice the impact. Save the date
and look out for further information on our
website www.jamiesfarm.org.uk or on our
social media, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
@JamiesFarm.

"Providing
personalised
residen�al
care services
for the Elderly"

We are a Small, friendly
care home providing care in
a safe, compassionate,
"home from home"
environment with our kind,
professional team of staﬀ.

SERVICES:

Short term/ Long term
Residential Placements
Long Term/Short Term
Respite
(Self -Funded or Local
Authority Welcome)

Our website: www.holmlodgeringmer.co.uk
Email: info@holmlodgeringmer.co.uk
Tel: 01273 813393
Please contact the Manager for further informa�on or to book a visit.

Your Local
Mobility Experts
Riser Recliners

Mobility Scooters

from £649 ex-VAT

from £499 ex-VAT

Wheeled Walkers

from £69.99 ex-VAT

Burgess Hill Showroom
21 Albert Drive
Burgess Hill
RH15 9TN
(Behind Tesco Extra)

Call 01444 253300
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 5:00pm

Wheelchairs

Stairlifts

from £159.99 ex-VAT

from £1,690 ex-VAT

FREE 2021 Brochure

NEW!

DPCM

Name

Address

Postcode
Post to: FREEPOST CLEARWELL MOBILITY

Shop online - www.clearwellmobility.co.uk

