
1. Recreation Ground.
This was leased from the Shiffner family from 1925 until 1945 when it was sold to

Hamsey Parish Council and run as a recreational charity. Before this time football was

played in the field opposite the petrol station; cricket in the field next to the church

at Offham; and stoolball in the park at Conyboro. To commemorate the coronation

of George VIth, (May 12th 1937) Mr and Mrs McBean (Orchid Growers) donated the

equipment needed for a children's playground as a momento of their long association

with the parish. This was purchased from Charles Wicksteed of Kettering and included

a 30ft metal slide, a small merry-go-round, three 10ft swings and three smaller swings

for the younger children - cost, including installation, was £121 !

2. Fish Pond.
Owned by the Shiffners in 1838 (Tithe Map) and known as the Great Pond, this was

part of the Coombe Estate. It was formed by building a dam across a spring fed

tributary of the North End Stream. As with all large estates a pond was necessary to

provide good fish stocks, and in winter ice was cut and stored in the ice house at the

back of Coombe Place to provide the only form of refrigeration available at the time.

This practice continued well into the 1920s.

3. Brickyard at Lower Tulleyswells Farm, Cooksbridge.
A brickyard was in existence here by 1808. Owned by the Shiffners, the brickmakers

were John and Joseph Back, who supplied bricks for the building of the original

County Hall in Lewes High Street between 1809 and 1811. Richard Verrall took over

in 1813. It was probably out of use by 1838 as the Tithe Map of that date shows it as

Brick Yard Farm. Still owned by the Shiffners, the 112 acres was occupied by Dinah

Wadey, a widow. Three years later the 1841 Census records her son 20 year old George

Wadey, as the farmer, so Dinah may have died by then. During the 1840s the farm

was taken over by Henry Thomas, possibly to grow potatoes for the Brighton trade,

as he became known locally as 'Tater' Thomas. He was followed by son Frank, who

married one of the Woollard daughters from the nursery.

4. London, Brighton and South Coast Railway, Keymer Branch.
A year after the construction of the Brighton, Lewes and Hastings Railway in 1846 a

line was built between Lewes and Keymer Junction, linking up with the London to

Brighton line just south of Wivelsfield. With this new line crossing the parish and

intersecting the A275 at Cooksbridge the opportunity arose to build a station. Thus

developed 'new' Cooksbridge. The Station Hotel first mentions an occupant, Adam

Oram, inn keeper and coal dealer in 1861 (Census). Over the next 30 years there were

a succession of occupants: Thomas Oden, 1862; George Stevenson, 1871; James Boniface,

1878; William Orchard, 1881; William Green, 1887; Edward Brooks, 1913. (Census &

Kelly's). There were also a succession of Station Clerks/Masters: Richard Strivett, 1851;

Alfred Paver, 1871; William Mullinger, 1881; Stephen Neeves, 1887; Richard Henley,

1891. (Census & Kelly's). Chatfield's, the timber merchants, moved their main depot

from Lewes to Cooksbridge in 1882, and it remains as a timberyard today.
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5. Cooksbridge Brewery.
Reputedly established in 1823 the brewery was owned and occupied in 1838 by John

Cheesman, who in the 1841 Land Tax Assessments is also shown as the occupier of

the Malt House along with Tucker [Mary Tucker, owner of the Blacksmith's Arms?].

By 1861 George Norman, described as a Brewer and Maltster employing 5 men had

taken over. In 1871 he is listed at Cooksbridge House as a farmer of 172 acres as well

as a Brewer and Maltster. In 1881 his son, also George, had taken over at the brewery

and was employing 8 men. The brewery was destroyed by fire on 7th August, 1912

by which time it was owned and occupied by Mr H. G. Telling. Cause of the fire was

an oil engine backfiring and damage was assessed at £5,500. By July 1913 (Kelly's)

the brewery was in the hands of the Southdown & East Grinstead Breweries Ltd.

Perhaps they had plans to rebuild but if so these never came to fruition.

6. Old Cooksbridge.
Here was the center of activity before the coming of the railway. Half in the parish of

Barcombe (the boundary runs just to the west of Deadmantree Hill)  it boasted an inn,

wheelwright, smithy, laundry and post office/general store. In 1841 Henry Henderson

was publican at the Rainbow Inn followed by John Batchelor, 1851; Joseph Beck,

1861; John Donaldson, 1881; William Avis, 1891; Fred Payne, 1913. Bakers were the

blacksmiths: Samuel in 1838; Walter, 1862; George in 1882; joined by Arthur in 1913.

John Howell, wheelwright in 1841 was followed in 1851 by Stephen Bray; Charles

Care in 1855; David Howell, 1871; Thomas Oden, 1881; John Owen, 1891; and Henry

Major by 1913. Scraces then Becks were the shopkeepers. On his retirement in 1939

Caleb Beck was succeeded by the Haynes family until their retirement in 1958! The

Reed family ran the laundry from at least 1913 (Kelly's) until the late 1950s.

7. Cooksbridge Farm.
On a map of 1738 (ESRO MOB 1698) showing the park, gardens and land in

Conyboroughs (held, at that time, by Edward Medley esq) the area of Cooksbridge

Farm is described as 'the Barn Close and Tan House Croft' and the field alongside the

stream as 'the Tan House Lagge'. This is the site for which a lease was granted to

'William Lulham, a tanner, of Cookesbridge of a tenement, barns, buildings etc. and

two pieces of land containing 6 acres', in 1606 (ESRO PN 466). In 1562 William

Lulham of Hamsey and others were accused of buying 'roughe hides' outside the market.

8. The North End Stream.
There are three fields called the' Mill Ponds' on the Barcombe side of the North End

Stream where a watermill was sited. 'At the beginning of the 16th century Thomas

Erith and his wife Denise held a fulling mill ('now called a corn mill') of William,

Lord Beaumont, as copyhold, together with a reasonable way to the same mill from

Cokys Brygge' (VCH Sx 7 p82). And 'In 1572 there were two watermills in Barcombe

and at the beginning of the 17th century the 'little mill of Barcombe alias Bardolfes

mill' pertained to the desmense of the manor' (SRS 34 p233).

9. Windmill on Hamsey Common.
Built round about 1830 the name of the first tenant is not known. However, in 1875

it was being used by Mr J.R. Martin and described as a post mill in excellent condition,

with a brick built round-house, two pairs of stones and a flour machine. It was then

taken over by Charles Saunders but fell into disuse about 1880 and reputedly burned

down one Bonfire night in the mid 1880s. It was believed that Hamsey Mill was quite

an ancient structure suggesting it had stood elsewhere before being re-erected on the

south west corner of Hamsey Common.

10. Cooksbridge Nursery.
Owned by Sir George Shiffner, the 1838 Tithe Map records the nursery as occupied

by 65 year old widow, Sarah Aldrich. Her 30 year old son, Henry, had taken over the

tenancy by 1841 (Census) and continued until sometime in the late 1850s. By 1861

the Woollards had taken over - James, then aged 29, employed 6 men and 2 boys.

Married to Fanny, they had 4 sons and 4 daughters. James died in his mid forties

leaving Fanny, described as a florist, to run the business (1881 Census). By 1891 the

eldest son, William, was in charge, assisted by brother Albert, who lived in Wellington

Villas. Kelly's Directory of 1913 lists younger brother, Frank, as proprietor. The family

also had nurseries at Falmer and Lewes Road, Brighton. Throughout the 1920s and

30s the Cooksbridge Nursery was managed for them by Mr Alfred Sayers.


