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SUSSEX

FLINT, BRICK & LIME
07916 612583
Specialising in the conservation, repair
and building of flint, brick and stone
walling as well as traditional lime
plastering and rendering

Build · Conserve · Repair · Maintain

We are specialists in providing
non-medical care to older people
in their own homes, enabling
them to remain where they’re
most happy and comfortable.
• Award winning care
• Companionship services
• Home help services
• Personal care services
• Highly trained CAREGivers

www.homeinstead.co.uk/lewesdistrict&uckfield
info.lewes@homeinstead.co.uk
Tel: 01273 036045

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised
and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine
To advertise please call 01843 269513

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160
email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk
The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information
contained in the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by
any means without the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in
this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The
Publishers reserve the right not to publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.

Welcome to the Spring/Summer
Edition of Hamsey News
Hello from the new editor,
who was very disappointed that her inaugural
edition was cancelled for the Covid Pandemic,
but excited to put together this bumper edition
now the lovely printing people are back at the
grindstone.
Thank you to all the contributors for writing and
sending in their articles twice (with updates) and to
the photographer Chris Quigley, who has provided
so many beautiful images for this edition.
While school news and church news may be thin
on the ground we do at least have some fabulous
train news, with the platform extension meaning
less road closure time, and more space to
disembark, as well the new Sunday train service.
We say a sad goodbye to rector Derek Bastide,
whose long service meant so much to the parish.

CVS TYRES LTD

New features include Hot Topics From the Web,
Hamsey Notables, Parish Pets, and Gossip from
the Garage.
Please do send in any information you think
would be of interest to the people of the parish
to puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk, including local
pets, people of interest and obituaries.
Please remember to keep kindness contagious –
before you judge how someone else is reacting to
the covid crisis remember we all have different
needs. So if your neighbour is wearing a mask/
not wearing a mask, still in isolation/having
friends around, home schooling or letting the
children run wild please remember we never
know what is going on for someone else. Stay
kind.
Sally Miller

Make your wedding extra special with a car from Chariots!
Established in 1993

We provide chauﬀeur driven execu�ve
cars, limousine & minibuses in Sussex
and the South East

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE
• WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK
• PUNCTURE REPAIRS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE
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01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres
www.cvstyres.co.uk

Friendly Staff & Professional Chauffeurs

◆
◆

Wedding Car Hire
Minibus Hire

◆
◆

Chauffeur Service
Limousine Hire

01273 813401 Email: info@chariotschauffeurs.com
www.chariotschauffeurs.co.uk

Chariots, Merlins, Uckﬁeld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

LEWES

CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surounding areas
Contact Neil / Les
01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk
www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk
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feel like you’re GOING STIR-CRAZY?

• Learn impressive
new skills
• Fun, easy, step-by-step
• 3 hour sessions,
morning or afternoon,
for 3½ months
Time to get Arty and
you • enjoy
a fun social life
deserve
this trea again!
t • Make The Seasons your
favourite day each week

SA0780 20

Extremely

in a Safe
Safe For
You
and secure t
en
Environm

Places Limited! For more details and
a friendly chat, Please Call TODAY

07783 374347
Chailey Village Hall

For all your septic tank, treatment plant
and cesspool emptying needs.
Look at our prices

We are proud members of
checkatrade.com so please visit
the website to check for yourself
how good we are.

For all your septic tank, treatment plant
and cesspool emptying
needs.
You can book an empty by
Up to 1000 gallons removed for only £115
Up to 1500 gallons removed for only £155
Up to 2000 gallons removed for only £195
Up to 3000 gallons removed for only £245
Up to 4000 gallons removed for only £310

Look at our prices

empty you require or you would like your tank emptied
on a regular basis, no signing contracts, to get the best
price which leaves you in control as to how often you
want your tank emptied.

So why pay more ?

01444 250712
Mobile 07859901870
Or book your empty online at:

www.southeasttankers.co.uk

Up to 1000 gallons removed for only 110
Up to 1500 gallons removed for only £150
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News from Cooksbridge Station
RAIL SERVICE
During the current health emergency GTR is
running an hourly service at Cooksbridge, seven
days a week. This includes the restoration from
17th May of a Sunday train service, after an
interval of 55 years, although the introduction
of the full summer timetable from that date has
been deferred. An eight car formation is now the
norm, which will reduce overcrowding, which
had become very serious on some services
before the pandemic. Trains will no longer
attach and detach at Haywards Heath with a
modest reduction in journey times.
COOKSBRIDGE AREA RAIL ACTION GROUP
The introduction of an hourly service, seven days
a week, fulfils the objective of the Cooksbridge
Area Rail Action Group, which has now been
wound up. The Cooksbridge Station Partnership
remains in place to maintain effective liaison
with GTR and Network Rail to address issues as
necessary at the station and to promote the seven
days a week train service.
PLATFORM EXTENSION
Network Rail has extended Platform 1 so that
it can accommodate eight car formations. This
will allow the level crossing barriers to be raised
while the northbound trains are in the station,
reducing queuing and pollution. However, GTR
are currently awaiting equipment to facilitate
the opening of train doors at the new platform
extension and this is scheduled for August.
OTHER ENHANCEMENTS
The health emergency means that other initiatives
are only progressing slowly; in particular:
* Passenger Benefit Fund. Cooksbridge has
been allocated £30000. The parish has
recommended that this be spent on additional
seating and improved cycle storage.
* Accessibility. GTR has agreed to fund and
install a handrail to assist access up the slope to
Platform 1
Network Rail has removed the large stumps
from the tree which was blown down last year.
A parish footpath map and dispenser has been
fitted on Platform 2

CAR PARK
Charging has been introduced by GTR. The
car park is no longer fully used and there is
more parking on residential streets. The parish
council is addressing this issue. Charging is
high relative to nearby stations and GTR has
committed to introduce discounted period rates.
Notwithstanding the signage, charging does not
start until 0545 and not 0400 as shown.
GARDENS
All gardening work at the station has been
suspended pending authorisation from the
Community Rail Network and GTR.
CIRCULAR WALK
We continue to develop with the South Downs
National Park Authority a circular walk starting
from the station. There is further information
about this in this issue of Hamsey News.
AWARD
Rail Future UK makes national awards each
year. The Cooksbridge Station Partnership is
competing for the Best Campaign award.
robert.baughan@btinternet.com
kfroude@btopenworld.com
iginn@btinternet.com
Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group

Trains are now stopping at weekends
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North Corner
Residential Care Home

• All aspects of tree work
• Hedge maintenance
• Planting
• Fruit tree pruning
• Traditional hedge laying
• Woodchip supplies

Residential care
for the older person
Tel: 01273 474642
Fax: 01273 472234
1 Prince Edward’s Road, Lewes BN7 1BJ

Contact Oliver

for free quotes and advice

07507 523748

oliver@newleaftreesurgery.co.uk

www.northcornercarehome.co.uk

RICHARD SOAN
ROOFING SERVICES

Flat & Pitched Roofing

Quality Domestic • Heritage • Commercial • Education • Industrial
Reputable for price, reliability and workmanship.

All advice is free and
without obligation:

• Approved contractor
to numerous local
authorities
• Award winning projects
undertaken

Trades Undertaken:
- Slating & Tiling
- Reinforced
Bituminous
Membranes
- Mastic Asphalt
-

- Single Ply
- Liquid Coatings
- Shingling
- Leadwork
- Green Roofs
-

Telephone: 01273 486110 • Email: enquiries@richardsoan.co.uk • www.richardsoan.co.uk
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Rail Report – Spring / Summer 2020
Works at Cooksbridge level
crossing During a full closure of

Cooksbridge level crossing from 09th to 11th
May, Network Rail carried out some necessary
track relaying works on the Down line and also
completed the resurfacing of the north side
of the level crossing (deferred from 18th/19th
January), thereby making it safer and quieter
for neighbouring residents with passing traffic
creating less noise in future.

The special measures agreed before the previous
level crossing closure on 18th /19th January,
with advisory signs stating “not suitable for
diversion” on the entrances to Wickham Lane
and The Drove, and “not suitable for HGV’s”
on the entrance to Beechwood Lane, were
implemented again on this occasion (albeit with
a small delay) to minimise the use of our local
lanes as unofficial diversions.

Lewes to Uckfield Rail Link

Our local MP Maria Caulfield recently made a
bid for a share of the Department for Transport’s

Pressure Washing Service

SERVICES

Surface cleaning
Driveways • Patios
Block paving • Decking
Solar panel Cleaning
Garden Maintenance
Exterior Cleaning

07872 170586 • pm_french85@live.co.uk
www.pmfservices.co.uk

£500 million ‘Restoring Your Railway’ Fund
towards reinstatement of the Uckfield to Lewes
railway line, through submitting an initial
application for the inclusion of the Sussex and
Kent phases of BML2 [Brighton Main Line
2] in the government’s fund. The government
has asked MPs, local councils and community
groups across England and Wales to propose
how they could use funding to reinstate axed
local services and restore stations.
The Government
published an update
on 23rd May with
the shortlist of ten
successful bidders for
the first round of the
Ideas Fund, that have
been successful in their application for funding
to enable them to progress their proposals
towards developing a business case. The Sussex
and Kent phases of BML2 were not on this list.
There are two further funding rounds (June
2020 and November 2020) and the Government
update stated that applicants that have not
been successful in this first round will be
offered further support by the Department for
Transport to help them develop their application
for consideration in a later round or to access
funding another way.
Of course, with the proposed alignment running
through Hamsey, any successful bid to reinstate
the Uckfield to Lewes railway line could have
significant implications and the Parish Council
will continue to monitor developments closely.
Councillors Robert Baughan and Ian Ginn

AMS PRO
PROPERTY
SERVICES

ALL YOUR
PROPERTY
NEEDS

PLASTICS

•Facias
•Windows
•Doors
•Gutter Clearance
•CCTV Gutter Maintenance
07702 854373

01273 400162

www.ams-propertyservices.com

Hamsey NEWS

9

St Peter’s Church Offham

The last time we appeared in the Hamsey Newsletter it was to say that
‘the new Rector’ had arrived and indeed I had and did precisely three
Sunday Services before all churches were closed and we entered this
extraordinary time, note I avoided the ‘u’ word (unprecedented)!
However, the Church has not been inactive
in fact it went into ‘overdrive’ with streamed
services, blogs, downloads, pod casts, daily
prayer on social media – it was all rather
exhausting. Not having the necessary technical
know-how, I have kept in touch with those in
our congregation and on the Electoral Roll (90+)
by weekly email sending out the service for
Sunday and five editions of a Magazine ‘St Peter’s
Net’, which strikes a fine balance between the
sublime and ridiculous with recipes for nettle
soup and lemon curd included.
We have also battled and overcome in the world
of ZOOM and have two services every Sunday,
9.00 Holy Communion and a 10.30 Service of
the Word, just hymns, readings and prayers and
a time at the end to admire each other’s dogs,
commiserate over the lack of hairdressers, share
gardening tips and generally just check up on
each other that we are all still OK and soldering
on.
In April the previous Rector of St Peter, Rev
Derek Bastide, died. For 34 years he had been
your priest and his death was keenly felt. In
Derek’s long service many of you reading this
may have been baptised, married, and even
brought your own children for baptism by him.
Derek is buried in Hamsey churchyard and I

know Judith Bastide would want me to thank
those of you who sent your kind condolences.
How we will emerge from Covid19? From 15th
June our churches will be open daily for private
prayer. At the time of writing we have yet to
put in place plans to open safely but details
will be released on the Web, Facebook, and the
church notice board as soon as possible. You
are welcome to come into St Peter and sit in the
peace, pray for those you love or light a candle.
In due course the church will open again for
services.
Historically the church has weathered over 2000
years of many a storm and trial. This is not the
first time plague, pestilence, war and persecution
has battered her life. Through it all she remains
– not a building - but a living faith in the lives of
her people. A faith tried and tested and found
to be on a firm foundation. A faith in God who
loves this world and reaches out to us in Jesus
welcoming us into this family of forgiveness and
mercy.
Revd Anne Dunlop
Parish Office 01273 474356
revannedunlop@gmail.com
www.offhamandhamsey.org
find us on Facebook. St Peter’s church, Offham
and Hamsey.
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Hamsey Highways
Since the last report in Winter
2019/2020, there have been
a number of significant
highways issues affecting Hamsey
parish including the diversions
associated with a further daytime
closure of Cooksbridge level crossing,
planned daytime closures of the A275
for ash dieback works and the annual
Strengthening Local Relationships
(SLR) meeting of Hamsey Parish Council
(HPC) with representatives of East
Sussex Highways (ESH) and East Sussex
County Council (ESCC).
The Covid-19 heath emergency has had
a significant impact on ESH, in common
with many organisations across the United
Kingdom. In particular, the permanent repairs
to the footpath between Offham Garage and
Cooksbridge, that started on 09-03-20 as
planned, were put on hold and recommenced in
June 2020.
During the peak period of the Covid-19 health
emergency, from late March 2020 Hamsey
Parish Council adopted a policy of reporting
only urgent safety-related issues to ESH for
resolution, whilst at the same time maintaining
a log of non-urgent issues to pass to ESH when
lockdown conditions started to ease.
Accordingly, with the publication of the
Government’s Covid-19 recovery strategy and
the associated staged relaxation of lockdown
restrictions, this list of non-urgent items has
now been sent to ESH with details of all resolved
items noted below. New issues are now being
reported to ESH as they arise.
A brief summary of all issues resolved since the
last report is given below:
• Case 207892 – Repairs to A275 footpath
from Offham Garage to Cooksbridge.
First reported on 20-02-18, the damage caused
to the footpath by a contractor’s vehicle has
been raised on many occasions with East Sussex

Highways. Following a sustained
campaign by local residents and
HPC, that has involved lobbying
ESCC Cllr Jim Sheppard, Rupert Clubb, Director
of Communities,
Economy and Transport
at ESCC and the
intervention of our MP
Maria Caulfield, work
started on these repairs
on 09-03-20. Due to the impacts of Covid-19,
these works were suspended in late March with
work now completed in June 2020.
• Case 00439609 - Pothole on A275 near
Offham Garage & Store, Hamsey.
First reported on 0902-20. A large pothole
had formed in the
southbound carriageway
of the A275 near Offham
garage & store that posed
a risk of causing damage
to passing vehicles. ESH repaired the pothole
and re-surfaced the affected area in late April.
• Case 00460211 - A275 debris on footpath
between Offham farm shop and garage.
First reported on 21-03-20. On 20-04-20 ESH
reported that the local Highway Steward has
visited the area and they had requested that
Lewes District Council send a sweeper to
clear the debris on the A275 footpath between
Offham farm shop and garage.
• Case 00460212 A275 blocked drains
between Offham
Farm shop and
garage.
First reported on 21-0320. These drains have
now been unblocked by
ESH.

Hamsey NEWS
• Case 00465157 - Resurfacing of
The Drove, Hamsey.
On 09-0420, ESH re-surfaced
a section of the The
Drove where significant
potholes had formed.
First reported on 1004-20, concerns with
respect to the edging of the re-surfaced section
were raised with ESH. As a consequence, ESH
arranged to fill the affected areas with mot type
1 stone.
• Case 00469058 - Damaged bridge railings
on The Drove.
First reported on 01-0520. Damage was caused
to the bridge railings on
The Drove at the corner
between Baulcombes
Barn and the entrance
to Hamsey Manor.
The damage appears to have been caused by a
vehicle leaving the road on the bend and having
gone through the hedge of Hamsey Manor
demolishing the bridge railings in the process.
ESH repaired the damaged railings on 29-05-20.
Given that this is not the first incident of this
nature at this location, HPC requested that ESH
investigate the provision of appropriate warning
signs on the approach to this bend to warn
motorists and prevent any further incidents of
this nature. ESH have advised that this request is
currently being assessed.
• Case 00473747 - Overgrown weight limit
sign at junction of Allington Lane and
Beechwood Lane
First reported on 25-05-20,
a weight limit sign at the
entrance to Allington Lane
had become overgrown.
The vegetation around this
sign has now been cleared.

11
Non-urgent items
Logged during the peak of the
Covid-19 health emergency and
reported to ESH on 15-05-20 following
publication of the Government’s Covid-19
recovery strategy and the associated phased
relaxation of lockdown restrictions:
• Pothole on Ivors Lane
Noted on 30-03-20 and reported to ESH on 1505-20. This pothole has now been repaired.
Pothole on North End
Noted on 18-04-20 and
reported to ESH on 15-0520. This pothole has now
been repaired.
• Overgrown 30mph
speed signs Hamsey Lane
Noted on 18-04-20 and
reported to ESH on 15-05-20.
The vegetation around these
signs has now been cleared.
• Overgrown weight
restriction sign at
Wickham Lane
Noted on 24-04-20 and
reported to ESH on 15-05-20.
The vegetation around this
sign has now been cleared.
For full details of pending issues, please see
the Highways report attached to the minutes
of Parish Council meetings published on the
community website.
Hamsey Parish Council maintains a positive
relationship with East Sussex Highways and we
look forward to continuing to work in partnership
to ensure that highways issues affecting Hamsey
parish are appropriate addressed.
For any issues requiring the attention of East
Sussex Highways, please don’t hesitate to bring
them to the attention of Hamsey Parish Council
at the following email address: clerk@hamsey.net.
We will add the details to our log and ensure that
they are raised with the appropriate department.
Councillor Robert Baughan
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Hot Topics From the Web
For those not on facebook I thought I would give a summary of the
hot topics that have arisen on Hamsey Community Group:
The Daffodil Slasher:
Spring saw the terrible reign of “The Daffodil
Slasher” of Cooksbridge. Innocent daffs
beheaded daily, residents upset and randomly
accusing each other. Who is this foul fiend? A
disenchanted school child/teacher? Someone
with a grudge against the planters? A savage
flower hater? Who knows what they may do
next - random allotment vandalising...oh...
Random allotment Vandals:
Just that. And flower barrow tippers. Someone
out there really hates growing stuff. Except not
the exasperated residents of Chandlers Mead...
Parking on Chandlers Mead:
It’s pretty horrendous by all accounts with lorries
turning on the verges and people parking there
for school and station access. Residents have got
creative with some guerrilla planting. Hooray
for the positive wheelbarrow of love, and the
newly planted soothing soil circle. Some of these
people need soothing because of anxiety about
the...
Station Carpark:
Obviously nobody has used this much since
lockdown apart from putting out free jumble,
but pre-covid there were many questions – Are
they charging too much for parking? Will it
drive commuters into the streets? Why is it
only £4 in Plumpton? Why are they cleaning
the carpark at 11pm with noisy machinery?
“We didn’t”, they replied, “it wasn’t us”.
Maybe this can be proved either way by...

Drone Flying:
Is it a spy? Is it artificial intelligence? It is
definitely illegal and, universally annoying (or
at least by everyone who passed comment).
Perhaps they were checking how far back the
traffic went on...
Road Closures:
What a Spring it was for Road closures, with
the level crossing work (mmm handsome
contractors!) then the Ash Dieback Massacre
(eek, naked hills!) and then the platform
lengthening work at Cooksbridge Station.
(Hooray! Long platforms!) Hopefully it’s all
done now apart from the pot holes, chewed
verges and multiple stumps we are left with.
And now to the good news, most of the
facebook posts have been about wholesome,
community bonding things like new books in
the Phone books, jigsaw lending, lost and found
parcels, pictures of swallows and lambs, bike
gifting and...
Hedgehogs:
Lots of hedgehog news on social mediafootprints, highways and general spikey
cuteness. In other news, I have to reveal
the secret identities of some of our
residents...
Jane Taylor is now the Springles Egg
Maiden and Alan Harwood is
SPIDERMAN!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Wicker
DOUBLE GLAZING
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High quality of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

at a fair price

Double glazing

• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC, Aluminium and timber
• Service and repairs to your existing double glazed windows
(e.g. replacement of old misted glass units, broken handles, hinges & locks)

• Re-trim & seal old windows
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full replacement or cap over
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or timber

Carpentry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks, handles skirting etc
Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat pack furniture etc
Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard
Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden decking etc
Fit curtain poles and blinds
Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
Install new kitchen units/doors

Please contact Ray Wicker:

All jobs considered - big or small

M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk

To advertise please call
01843 269513

INSTALLERS OF

In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools
Hot Tubs and Swim Spas REST FR
E · INT
BL

EE

E

CRED

0%
AVAILA
IT

SEE OUR WORKING DISPLAYS AT

Chris Quigley @quigtronik

North Court · Lewes · East Sussex · BN7 2AR
www.gilesleisure.co.uk
01273 478454
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Environment Report
TRAIN SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS
One of the effects of the ongoing lockdown to
address the Covid-19 pandemic are lower overall
levels of pollution and a resurgence of our
natural environment.
Air quality levels are much improved with the
reduction of vehicles on our roads and analysis
of the first few days of lockdown suggests that
NO2 emissions across the United Kingdom
have been cut by as much as 50%, dropping
even further in the weeks since. Many of us have
been taking the opportunity to explore more
of our local countryside on foot or by cycle
which, given the importance of home-working
for the foreseeable future, may become a more
permanent feature of life going forward.
Accordingly, we will be monitoring closely the
longer term impacts of Covid-19 to ensure that
our environmental policy and plans for the
future are appropriate for any significant changes
to the way that we all live our lives.
PARISH LITTER PICKS
In order to comply with the government
guidelines with respect to Covid-19, it was
not appropriate to proceed with the litter pick
planned for Sunday 5th April.
Subject to applicable government guidance at the
time, we hope very much that the next litter pick
will still proceed as planned on Sunday 12th July,
when we will look forward very much to seeing
as many of you as possible taking part in this
regular opportunity to keep our parish clean! As
usual, we will publicise on the community website
(with alerts for registered users) and by posters
displayed on the parish noticeboards.
In the meantime, some residents are kindly
continuing to pick litter whilst on their walks.
If anyone would like the loan of litter picking
equipment, please contact us via the Parish Clerk
and we will gladly arrange for it to be provided
OLD MALLING FARM
Hamsey Parish Council responded to the South
Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA)
consultation on the Design Brief for the

proposed Old Malling Farm development to the
north of Lewes.
Hamsey Parish Council objected to this
greenfield development site along the river Ouse
which would erode the landscape buffer between
our parish and Lewes and change forever the
character of this green space within a stone’s
throw of Offham Marshes SSSI.
Furthermore, noting that cycling and pedestrian
travel as primary modes of transport are
encouraged in broader design statements,
Hamsey Parish Council requested that a
cycleway/walkway running north to Hamsey
should also be included as part of the planning
for this development, thereby also addressing a
key objective of our own Neighbourhood Plan.
FLY-TIPPING
The temporary closure of council run waste and
re-cycling centres due to Covid-19 has been
linked to an increase in fly-tipping across the
United Kingdom. Here in our area, a serious
incident of fly-tipping occurred on Allington
Lane with evidence of other more minor flytipping / discarding of rubbish at other locations
across the parish. Two mattress discarded in the
stream on Beechwood Lane during the month of
March were removed by our colleagues at LDC
Waste and Recycling.

Hamsey NEWS

15

COMMUNITY PROJECTS
If you are interested in collaborating with
other groups and residents on environmental
initiatives locally, and you are not a member of
Facebook but you have access to email, please
ensure you visit hamsey.net to sign yourself up
for news alerts so we can share meeting plans
with you. If you are able to help in practical
ways, like scrub clearance or idea planning and
residents surveys, we encourage you to join the
new Beechwood Hall & Park Working group
when it is up and running. Please contact clerk@
hamsey.net to register your interest.
Future Initiatives – We have many exciting
ideas for future initiatives and always welcome
contributions and suggestions for consideration.
Councillors Robert Baughan and Tamsyn
d’Arienzo

Pets of Hamsey – Roobarb, by Kirsty Curran
Roobarb is our beautiful 15 year old tortoiseshell cat. Over the
years she has become well known on the streets of Cooksbridge,
particularly among the children as she greets them from school and
sits on the bench in the Malthouse playground holding court!
She is so friendly with the local residents that
she practically moved in with Cameron Lythe’s
family to the point that they had named her
Rose!
She gave us quite a scare last year when she went
missing. We grieved for her, convinced she had
taken herself off to die, as cats sometimes do.
I posted a plea on the local facebook page for
people to look out for her and had some lovely,
concerned responses but no Roobarb was found.
Then, late at night on the 10th day I had a call
from Hayley and Connor Gown with a possible
sighting. My whole family rushed outside just
as Hayley and Connor were running towards

us with Roobarb
trotting alongside
them. She was
emaciated and
dishevelled but alive!
We can only assume
she had got herself
locked in someone’s shed somewhere.
Thankfully she is now back to full health, though
sadly we had to say a final farewell to her sister
Custard recently.
Please email puppetsall@yahoo.co.uk if
you would like your pet to be featured in the
Autumn edition of Hamsey News
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The lockdown in Bevernbridge
‘And the sound of drilling was heard in the land.’
The muffled silence which smothered our
community in the early days of lockdown was
broken only by desultory clearance work on
the Antler housing site and the drilling of a
waterboard squad who set up camp in the road
- installing traffic lights for work which in other
circumstances would have been the greatest
nuisance but which weirdly contrived to bring
a sense of comforting normality to our empty
days.
Their efforts were soon matched by our DIY
amateurs, who could be heard tackling jobs
which presumably had waited months, or even
years, for their time to come. We watched a
garden dismantled and recreated, with a new
greensward springing up where there had been
only concrete. Neighbours told us of wholesale
redecorations and repairs, while our own
attention to a little necessary varnishing left such
a quantity in the tin that no piece of wood in the
garden could escape a sudden gloss finish. Time
stood still.

We all discovered simple pleasures, too:
neighbours taking their daily walk for exercise
stopped (at a distance) to natter rather than
hurrying to their cars to set off to work; there
were little acts of kindness in the errands run
for those unable to leave the house; we became
more aware of wildlife, from deer in the woods
behind us and the woodpeckers on our feeders
to the buzzards and red kites circling overhead;
and we enjoyed the freshness of eggs delivered
by wheelbarrow from a farm along the road.
That early tranquillity has thinned now. The
road is busier and we find ourselves irked by
the constant reversing bleeps of lorries on the
building site: the new normal.
David Arscott
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The Bevern Trust was established in 1999. We are
passionate about allowing profoundly disabled
young adults to get more from life. Our residential
care home, Bevern View, is home to 10 people and
can also (usually!) accommodate an extra person
for respite care. We would also usually run many
fundraising events such as afternoon teas, outdoor
cinema and days with the Mid Sussex Golf Club.

“What does ‘profound
disability’ mean?”

a combination of disabilities
resulting in impaired learning,
movement & communication

10

residents

All our residents are wheelchair users
and need help to move and
communicate. Just like each of us they
have their favourite foods, music, tv
shows and computer games. Each day
our staff care for their physical and
medical needs but also Þnd exciting and
varied ways to create individual, fun,
‘more from life’ moments for each person.
Have you found lockdown a bit
isolating? Looking forward to seeing
people again? Us too! Our residents
have been stuck in their bedrooms
for 4 weeks now only able to see
each other when it’s warm enough
for them to have an activity in the
garden.
Why not send them a
letter or a card? We’ll
write back too! If you’re
not sure what to write try
asking JP about his Zombie movie,
Amy about her love of the movie
Grease, Chloe about her love of
Abba (no explanation needed) or
Saleem about his wish of just
wanting to be left in peace so that
he can drink tea and eat
biscuits….You can Þnd these ideas
and more on our website!

60

staff &
carers

1

Instagram
post per
day

47

inspiring
videos on
YouTube

We’ve had fun re-creating James
Cordon’s TV feature, ‘carpool karaoke’.
We even rigged up a green screen
around the car so that tech-wizard, Tim,
could edit the videos to look like we were
actually driving! The Þlming created lots
of laughs and we experienced some
varied vocals from the staff! You can
watch them all, including the outtakes on
YouTube or sign up for our monthly
e-mails via our website.
Some of our other highlights have
involved doing a Tik Tok as well as a
dance routine to High School Musical…
check them out on our Instagram
@thebeverntrust
Donate: www.beverntrust.org
Say hello: Bevern View, The
Willows, Barcombe, BN8 5FJ
Follow us: @thebeverntrust

18

Hamsey NEWS

Bus and crime
BUSES
At the time of writing, ESCC has submitted
a funding application to the Department for
Transport (DfT) to help subsidise local buses but
they do not know when the DfT will announce
their funding allocations, nor do they know how
long the funding will be for. However, ESCC
have been working with Compass Travel on
the assumption that funding will be provided.
Therefore we expect the bus service throughout
the parish will have resumed from Monday
29 June, running to a timetable similar to the
Saturday level of service.
121 - Suspended until 28 June. From 29 June
an amended service will be provided, similar to
the normal Saturday timetable but not serving
Sheffield Park. Buses will depart Newick (The
Bull) at 0830, 1102, 1302, 1502, 1702 and 1802.
Buses will depart from Lewes bus station at
0805, 1035, 1235, 1435, 1635 and 1735.
122 - Suspended until 28 June. From 29 June an
amended service will be provided, similar to the
normal Saturday timetable though with an extra
earlier journey on weekdays. Buses will depart
Barcombe Cross at 0742 (not Saturdays), 1006,
1155, 1355, 1555 and 1739. The 1135, 1335 and
1555 journeys will return to Lewes via South
Chailey and Plumpton Green. Buses will depart
from Lewes bus station at 0735 (not Saturdays),

0935, 1135, 1335, 1535 and 1710, The 0935 will
run to Barcombe via Plumpton Green and South
Chailey.
More details have just been made available
on the ESCC website, which also includes
important information on the use of face
coverings by bus passengers.
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
roadsandtransport/public/buses/busservice-changes/
Compass Travel should by now have published
their full bus timetables applicable from 29 June
on their website www.compass-travel.co.uk/
CTLA
CTLA (Community Transport for the Lewes
Area) have, by special arrangement with East
Sussex County Council, agreed wherever
possible to assist passengers of any age who are
affected by the suspension of services 121, 122,
123, 125, 126, 128, 129, 131, 143, 145, 166, 167,
168, 246, 248, 249. Those who still need to make
vital journeys should contact CTLA to see if they
can be accommodated through their expanded
dial a ride services. Bookings can be made by
phoning CTLA on 01273 517332 between the
hours of 0800 – 16.00 on Mondays to Fridays.
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ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND CRIME
Sadly a number of residents have been affected
by overnight or very early morning antisocial
bahaviour.
Since the last issue of Hamsey News, there have
been regular incidents in Cooksbridge, including
vandalism of allotments in Chandlers Mead,
newly planted daffodils repeatedly destroyed and
a young tree broken on a number of occasions
on the path to Malthouse Way, plus books in
‘Phone Books’ thrown about. Chatfield Close
residents are staying vigilant after a person
with a small dog was recorded in their private
road allowing their dog to foul on a resident’s
doorway. The visits from this person also
coincided with car vandalism on the same road.
There was a burglary at a farm in Cooksbridge.
A motorbike and some garden machinery were
stolen from a property in Offham after a transit
van with 3 occupants and no road tax was
spotted nearby on a Sunday evening.
Information can be reported to our local PCSO
Rose Stainer rose.stainer@sussex.pnn.police.
uk or Sussex Police on 101. In an emergency
call 999.
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COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AWARD
Robert Baughan, founder of Cooksbridge
Station Partnership (CSP) was awarded
Hamsey’s Community Enhancement Award,
which is awarded in recognition of his
significant contribution made to the community
of Hamsey.
Robert, who works in the rail industry made it
his mission when he moved to Cooksbridge to
restore the full train service. Robert together
with his CSP colleagues Kevin Froude and Ian
Ginn have managed through over 10 years of
great perseverance and networking, to achieve
not only a full off peak service, but also a Sunday
train service after a gap of more than 36 years.
Socially distanced Hamsey Parish Council took
great pleasure in presenting Robert with this
well- deserved token of thanks.
If you would like to nominate a person for this
award, you can contact clerk@hamsey.net in
the first instance.

The photographer Chris Quigley has been shooting a lock down project to show how Covid 19 is
affecting local residents. To see more of his work or hire him as an event photographer you can
find him on Instagram @quigtronik
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Notable Residents
ANITA AND TOM WALKER

Tom and Anita Walker live in Cooksbridge and
are selling up their beautiful home Ferndale
to move nearer their son (the musician Sam
Walker) and grandchildren in Devon. They
will be very missed not only by their numerous
friends but also by the wider community.
Anita has been instrumental in getting a lot of
environmental projects off the ground locally
and was part of the steering group for the
Hamsey neighbourhood plan (environment,
health and well being) as well as being a
keyholder for Beechwood Hall and organising
the jumble sale for many years. Anita is a
long term member of the Green party and the
extinction rebellion movement, and supports
refugees.
Tom is an artist, working from his studio at
home and exhibiting locally and nationally –
currently with an online exhibition in the Star
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Gallery, Lewes. He has designed two tapestries,
both made in Lewes and one (The Battle of
Lewes) on exhibition in the Lewes Barbican
Museum. He is also a great supporter of the
Railway Land in Lewes, and the Monday Group,
who build and maintain stiles and local rights of
way. He has taught weekly art classes at Ferndale
for the last 18 years. Tom and Jim Edwards
together worked as the maintenance team for
Beechwood Hall and were able to save the wind
turbine from being de-commissioned.
They have also taken part in 10 Artwaves with
other invited local artists and craftspeople
serving teas in the garden.
How long have you lived in Cooksbridge?
We have lived in Cooksbridge for 19 years.
Where were you before you moved here?
We simply moved along the Offham road in
Lewes where we had lived for 22 years...so our
3 children grew up in Lewes. Our youngest
daughter was then 16.
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Anita, what inspired you to care for the
environment? Was there a particular event or
issue that made you feel like you had to make
a difference?
I have always been passionate about caring
for the environment. I spent student holidays
working on farms in Kent, where I grew up.
What environmental or political change or
movement have you been part of that you feel
most proud of, locally or nationally?
Our children were taken on many marches. I
was at Greenham Common alongside so many
others. Lewes has always been a town where
many people have done a great deal of ongoing
wonderful work to care for the environment.
However, despite so many people’s efforts the
government have been too slow to recognise the
urgency of the need for action to combat global
warming.
Tom, what inspires you in your art? Do your
surroundings make a difference to what you
produce?
The pictures I make are inspired by many
different sources, from French organ music
to snooker, storms to visual puns, landscape,
seascape, still life etc. etc. I avoid getting too
comfortable and try to keep moving, exploring,
challenging myself. Monochrome or colour, I
work exclusively in pastel on black paper with
occasional departures into pencil/pen drawing
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How did you get involved with the tapestries?
Did someone approach you or did you
volunteer? Was it a very different way of
working, to create something that others
would be crafting?
The two tapestry designs were commissions:
The Battle of Lewes from Sussex Archaeological
Society, and the William Marshal from Pamela
Earl, a resident of Lewes. Both designs took
me several months and extensive research and
were ultimately brought to full-colour life by
wonderfully skilled teams of embroiderers over
several years.
What other projects have you been involved in
locally?
The much-missed Foundry Gallery was an
important space for all local creative people.
I used it several times for joint exhibitions of
my and other’s works, musical collaborations,
local school and community projects, including
a very large ceiling mural for the Linklater
Pavilion linking Madagascar and Lewes on the
theme of ring-tailed lemurs to commemorate
the work of Lewes resident Alison Jolly. Over
200 people of all ages contributed to this.
What do you wish you had known about the
area when you moved in?
We only moved 2 miles down the road but never
really realised how beautiful the surrounding
lanes around Cooksbridge are .Our dear
neighbours George and Zilla had lived in their
house for 75 years and told us so much about
the history of Cooksbridge and how life had
changed for them through the years.
Continued
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What is your happiest memory of your time
here?
There are so many happy memories and the
good friends we have made here. The village
really came together at the village fun days and
the very amusing dog show presented by Sally
and judged by Shirley Whitley. Every dog was
trumpeted in by Mal Webb. We all staged one
memorable pantomime of “Sleeping Beauty”,
performed on a trailer in the marquee in
thick mud, which so many people of all ages
contributed to. We had a wonderful family
wedding and many happy times at beautiful
Beechwood Hall, including the Jumble Sale.
Our grandchildren and various dogs have also
enjoyed their time there.
What has annoyed you the most?
Like everyone- traffic speeding through the
village and drivers not switching off their
engines whilst waiting at the crossing, despite all
the signs asking them to do so.
We have failed to succeed in gaining a cycle path
to Lewes and having a community shop. We
hope others will succeed with these-as with the
wonderful train team who succeeded in securing
our improved train service.
I had hoped that any new housing would be
sustainable and a higher percentage affordable.
It is an outrage, that the Foundry and the
North Quarter old industrial estate, for many
years an important hub for young artists and
makers, who all had to leave when it was sold to
developers, is still rotting away empty years later!
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Is there anything you will miss about the area
when you move away?
We will miss the community and all our friends.
We will miss the nearness of the South Downs
and the quiet of the lanes with the beautiful
banks of wild flowers, the nearness of ancient
woodlands and the river valley. We will miss
the beautifully constructed stiles put in by the
Monday group and built by Jim Edwards who
has made over 100 since we have been here. Tom
wrote a small book about the Monday group
which Jim Redwood has just revised.
Has Covid 19 changed any of your habits or
hobbies? How has it affected you?
It has made us appreciate, what is here and the
importance of the community we live in.
What would you like to be remembered for if
someone were to erect an Anita or Tom Walker
statue at Beechwood Hall?
Many others in the community are far more
deserving. We can nominate some people for
you. For most of my time here I was also doing
a demanding job outside this community and
Tom was busy with his own projects ...but
it has always been good to return home to
Cooksbridge at the end of the day.
Do you have any advice for the future residents
of Ferndale?
Look after the ancient apple tree at the end
of the garden, the slow worms and enjoy the
beautiful clear night skies.
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Hamsey School News
News from the “Happiest School in East Sussex”
Well, Spring was good at Hamsey –
Hedgehogs visited Middle Farm, had forest
school, made smoothies, did junk modelling and
had yoga days.
Foxes looked at Victorians, famous women and
South America.
Badgers had a STEM ambassador visit to talk
about earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes, and
gave an assembly. WishWorks puppets came
twice and did a brilliant shadow puppet day, and
an inspiring story-making workshop. Badgers
also created electric circuits, made volcanoes,
designed jewellery and visited the Ashdown
Forest to learn about the Iron Age.
Owls looked at what it means to be brave,
studied Romans and Celts, and mountain
ranges, wrote to French pen-friends and did cave
paintings.
Alongside all this there was also Roman Day,
and World Book day for dressing up photo
opportunities, and a focus on Random Acts of
Kindness.
The PTA would like to thank all the teaching
staff who made lockdown home school as easy
as possibly with their kind, supportive emails
and online projects, and Katie
Griffiths who has given us so
many ideas for art work. (Check
out her youtube channel.)
Hamsey is open again for
Reception, Year 1 and Year
6, as well as the children of
key workers with every child
having the opportunity to go
into school, if they wish, before
the end of term. We wish them
a great term, and the Year 6
in particular a positive and
inspiring end to their time at
Hamsey.
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New walk from Cooksbridge Station

Govia Thameslink Railway and the Station Partnership are keen to
encourage walkers to take advantage of the new seven-day train
service at Cooksbridge.
The South Downs National Park Authority also
wants to encourage visitors to access the Park
by public transport. To promote this we are
working together to produce a leaflet to support
a new walk starting and ending at the station.
This will be funded by the Park Authority, with a
contribution of £400 granted by the Community
Rail Network.
The leaflet will be available at the station and from
other dispensers in the parish. The Park Authority
will also add it to its library of walks, which can
be accessed online and from tourist offices.
The walk is almost all off-road and takes in
stunning views from the ridge of the South
Downs and over the Ouse Valley. It proceeds on
footpaths via Lower Tulleys Wells, Tulleys Wells,
Court House Farm and up to Black Cap. Then
along the south Downs to Offham Hill, and
down to the village and the river Ouse via the
by-way to Landport. From there the route takes
walkers through Hamsey and along footpaths to
the railway line, routing back to the station via
Malthouse Way.
Overall it’s about six and a half miles and should
take an average walker about three and a half
hours. For those who want a shorter walk there
is the option to return along the main road from
Offham.

The Park Authority will also add two further
options to return via Lewes station rather than
Cooksbridge. The first continues along the
Downs to the site of the Battle of Lewes and
then into the town. The second takes walkers
right rather than left when they reach the Ouse,
walking along the river into Lewes via Malling.
Thanks to the Monday Group who have been
active in improving signage along the route and
moving fallen trees. Development and launch
has been delayed by the pandemic, but should
be ready when walkers have more freedom and
confidence to travel. We will of course let you
know as it will no doubt also be of interest to
many residents.
Parish Footpaths
The parish benefits for an extensive network
of footpath which will also appeal to walkers.
To encourage this parish footpath maps are
available from a dispenser on Platform 2 and
will also be provided in the waiting room on
Platform 1 as soon as GTR is able to install.
Cooksbridge Station Partnership
robert.baughan@btinternet.com
kfroude@btopenworld.com
iginn@btinternet.com
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Monday Afternoon Club
There was another packed Church Hall
in March when Sussex Police and Crime
Commissioner,Katy Bourne OBE/ held us
spellbound as she talked about her work (and
without any notes!) She is very much in demand
as a speaker and we were so delighted there was
a space in her diary to fit us in.
And Our Next Meeting

Recent Meetings
We have brightened up the winter with our usual
very varied programme As always it was very
good to have another visit from our very good
friend Patsy Bailey. We love being entertained
by her wonderful dancing and with her
encouragement many of us joined in (definitely
no photographs exist of the Monday Club
version of the Cancan!!). In February our good
friend Brian Costall gave a fascinating account
of the history of Rupert Bear. As a successful
artist and lecturer himself, Brian was well
placed to explain the work done by Rupert’s first
illustrator Mary Tourtel for the Daily Express.
It was a very nostalgic afternoon as we browsed
old Rupert Bear annuals and admired several
stuffed versions of the little bear in yellow
checked trousers and scarf. One was especially
poignant for many of us having belonged to Iris
Winch – a long time member of the Monday
Club. What a lovely time we all had at her 100th
birthday party .

I am writing this at the end of Week 11 of the
Lockdown - what a hard time this has been for
us all in so many different ways. Obviously all
Monday Club meetings have been cancelled but
we hope to reschedule the visits from Trevor
Weekes from Sussex Wildlife Rescue Service and
Fiona Dennis,Head Gardener at Charleston to
next year. We do however hope that our planned
meeting on September 14 can still go ahead
so that we can welcome back the ever popular
speaker, Ian Everest,(this time talking about
changing farm transport from oxen to tractors)
Do save the date - and if need be we’ll work
out how we can chat safely while being socially
distant.
Do remember that the Monday Afternoon Club
is open to all retired members of our village
community. Meetings are always very friendly
affairs and you don’t have to formally join, just
pop along to any meeting that interests you
(second Monday of the month when life gets
back to normal) More information from Judith
07889 281214 or Caroline 01273 477151
Keep safe everyone
Judith Bastide

To advertise please call
01843 269513
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Chatsfield Close

As the Spring sunshine lights up the fields around Chatfield Close,
it is sometimes easy to forget that we are in the midst of a global
pandemic.
Children still play out on the road of the
27 house private close, although now they
adhere to a rota that ensures social distancing
guidelines are followed. This rota is one of
several initiatives we, the residents, have set
up on our local Facebook group. Over the past
month, there has also been a non-contact Easter
egg hunt for children, and the start of a time
capsule project to mark both the anniversary of
residents moving onto the close, and this strange
period we are going through. Limited access to
shops has also meant an increase in sharing of
information on alternative food suppliers, such
as deals on farm eggs, home baking services for
flour, and independent, family-run takeaways.

The always friendly local community has been
an invaluable support network, I have already
borrowed numerous items from generous
neighbours. We are also noticing a steady
increase in the presence of nature, although it
could be that it was always there and we were
simply too busy to notice. Families have taken to
their gardens for barbecues to enjoy the recent
spate of warm weather. In the evenings, with no
pressure to enforce a strict bedtime routine, I
go into the garden with my 2 year old daughter
to listen for owls and count the stars. It is a
time of intense anxiety on a global scale, and
yet somehow I cannot help but feel a holiday
atmosphere.

Like many other communities across the UK, news
of a lockdown of indeterminate length has been
a major cause for concern and uncertainty. Will
jobs still be secure, will supermarkets still receive
adequate supply, will homeschooling be a viable
long term solution, and how long before frustrated
children tear up the home? Speaking for my own
household, tension levels were undeniably high
in the first few weeks whilst work from home
and child care routines were established. There
is no doubt that this will be a familiar story to
many, with tantruming toddlers sabotaging Zoom
meetings becoming the new norm.

The same however, cannot be said for all
households and communities. We at Chatfield
Close are fortunate enough to enjoy a garden,
pleasant rural surroundings well suited for daily
exercise, and a strong community. Those in
urban environments may not have such luxuries,
and of course, everyone will always have a
different set of personal and financial challenges
to face. Much has been written of taking this
chance to reconnect with the important things
in life, and to re-evaluate one’s outlook, for
those who are in a position to do so. One thing
remains abundantly clear, we are seeing people’s
immense capacity to adjust and adapt like never
before.

In spite of the difficulties, the lockdown has
had some positive side effects. As the pace of
life slows down, families get to spend quality
time together, old friendships are rekindled
via video calls, and pets now have constant
companionship.

Aaron Camm
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Jamie’s Farm - How a project on Allington Lane
is helping transform young lives

If you have recently passed along Allington Lane, you may have seen
Gus the Bull keeping watch, or heard the family of goats. For the young
people who come to Jamie’s Farm, this may be the first time they have
seen a farm animal or been in the countryside. Here is their story…
Back in 2005, Jamie Feilden was teaching in a
Croydon comprehensive; shocked by the lack
of engagement he was witnessing, he decided
to bring some lambs from his farm in Wiltshire
into the school for pupils to look after. It became
clear that the children with the greatest social
difficulties benefited the most from the sense of
responsibility needed to nurture these animals.
15 years on and with the charities fourth farm
now open in Lewes, Jamie’s Farm has since gone
on to help 7,500 young people thrive at school
and beyond.
Each day 42 children are excluded from school;
1 in 2 have a mental health problem and the
majority will go on to make up the prison
population. Jamie’s Farm powerful formula
based on Farming, Family and Therapy, and
rigorous follow-up programme address the root
causes of exclusion by improving behaviour,
engagement and self-esteem.
During the week a group of children from the
same school alongside their staff, stay at the

farm. They commit to no mobile phones or
sugary snacks. In a day, a child may muck out
the pigs before breakfast, make and fire pots
using clay from the fields and deliver a lamb
before bed. Combined with therapy and a caring
framework of support, children take back what
they have experienced to their own lives across
the South Coast and London. Most of the
children come from deprived areas or have had
adverse childhood experiences; going on daily
walks, cooking meals from scratch and feeling a
sense of success is a real first for many of them.
Last year 61% of those at risk of exclusion, no
longer were at risk 6 months after visiting.
Coronavirus has had devastating consequences for
many vulnerable children, with their lives, mental
health and in some cases, their safety, impacted. As
Jamie’s Farm prepares its phased and controlled reopening, the charity will need your support more
than ever to reach those most at risk.
Visit jamiesfarm.org.uk and them on Facebook,
Twitter & Instagram @Jamiesfarm
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Planning:

Planning matters – to note any decisions by SDNP or LDC
LW/19/0874 Hewen Street Farm South Road
South Common - Conversion of agricultural
buildings to 5 smaller dwellings – HPC have no
comment – Approved
LW/20/0221 Conversion of agricultural
buildings to residential dwellings (application
in relation of LW/19/0874 Hewen Street Farm
South Road South Common South Chailey East
Sussex BN8 4QD – Approved
SDNP/19/04082/LIS17 Bank Cottages The
Street Offham: Removal of internal kitchen
chimney breast, ancillary right-handed flue and
all associated pipework – granted
TW/19/0065/TPO Chatfields Yard,
Cooksbridge : T1 Hybrid Black poplar, reduce
in height by approx. 10m. Reduce back house
side of lateral crown by approx 6-8m to lesson
weight. Blend in with remainder of crown as
the side is unlikely to influence the gardens –
refused
LW/19/0749 – Land North of Shelleys Folly,
Deadmantree Hill, Barcombe - Creation of
mushroom farm to include refurbishment and
extension of on site agriculture buildings,
erection of poly-tunnel and siting of temporary
accommodation – Chair and Cllr. Ginn met
with the LDC officer at the site. Whilst farming
mushrooms on the site was something the parish
council could support there was no justification
for any accommodation and so HPC will object
to this application. - approved
SDNP/20/00465/HOUS The Old Wheelwrights
Shop, The Street Offham - Replacement of
existing timber windows and external doors
with black aluminium framed windows and
doors, including enlargement of two of the
windows – no objection - Approved

LW/19/0876 The Bungalow Hewen Street
Farm South Road South Common – Certificate
of Lawful use for single story side extension –
denied due to the proposed extension having
a height of 4.55m, therefore not considered
permitted development (4m limit).
SDNP/20/01245/NMA | Eaves detail amended
to conceal guttering with cladding to run
vertically instead of horizontally. | Old Line
Cottage Ivor’s Lane Hamsey BN8 5TY Approved
LW/20/0304/CD | Discharge of Condition 4
of application LW/14/0712, resubmission of
previous DoC LW/19/0732/CD with proposed
change to materials used. | Unit 1 Knights Court
South Road South Common South Chailey East
Sussex BN8 4QF - Approved
LW/20/0305/CD | Discharge of condition 5
(materials) in relation to Approval LW/17/0030
- (variation of materials previously approved
under LW/19/0731/CD) | Knights Court South
Road South Common South Chailey East
Sussex- Approved
LW/20/0314 | Variation of Condition 31 of
application LW/17/0030 to change the wording
to allow for the occupancy of no more than 5
dwellings before road structure works have been
completed. | Knights Court South Road South
Common South Chailey East Sussex
LW/20/0315 | Variation of Condition 20 of
application LW/14/0712 to change the wording
to allow for no more than 50% or 24 units being
occupied before the development is complete |
Former Hamsey Brickworks South Road South
Common South Chailey East Sussex
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Gossip from the

Garage

All the friendly folk at Offham Garage have been coming to buy the
essentials since lockdown, and this is what they have said about their
work and community.
Famous actor:
“Do you know what you will be watching on
telly this time next year? Exactly the same things
you are watching this year. I won’t be able to get
back to work any time soon”
Pest controller:
“I’m just off to clear cockroaches out of a block
of flats. You know what to expect from the
creatures but the people can surprise you.”
Mini bus driver:
“I just drive around messy people - hen dos, stag
dos, horse racing and students.”

Anon:
“I know I am happy because my boss tells me I
am. We went to school together. He was top in
Rugby and Violence.”
Knacker man:
“I just carry about dead things, sometimes I have
to kill them first.”
Look out for:
•	Ditchling Gin, who have just started to make
Toffee Vodka
•	Dun Breedin – a funny adult content
drama about a group of friends facing
menopause, filmed entirely in lockdown in
Brighton and Lewes www.youtube.com/
watch?v=msf1Xlbca9I

WEIR WATER PLUMBING
We are a local business

Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?
• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

01273 477567
01273 473737

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk

A “Husband & Wife” Team
Both Fully Qualified &
Experienced All Plumbing &
Heating Work No Matter
How Small or Large
REGISTERED
BUSINESS

O.F.T.E.C Registered Oil
Specialists
For all enquiries, please ring:

01825 714771/07930 396201

REGISTERED
PLUMBER
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Remembering The Rector
Rev’d Derek Bastide 6 January 1944 - 19 April 2020
As I think most of you know, my
dear Derek died on April 19th this
year.
He had been diagnosed with Parkinsons two
years ago at the time of his retirement from the
parish, but remained calm and cheerful even as
his condition deteriorated. Since November 2018
he has been wonderfully cared for at Parris Lawn
Nursing Home in Ringmer. My especial thanks
go to our good friend and Cooksbridge resident,
Nurse Meriel Spain who together with Carer
Sarah-Jane Penfold (he had taken her wedding
and christened her children) cared for him at the
end of his life with such love and compassion.
Derek was one of the longest serving Rectors
of the parish, arriving in January 1984 and
retiring 34 years later in January 2018. His
original Churchwardens were John Whitley
and Edmund Berger and we were so delighted
that John Whitley was well enough to read
the lesson at Derek’s farewell service. It was an
unusual appointment -most parish clergy are
paid by the church but Derek was always unpaid
and his full-time job was principal lecturer in
Education at the University of Brighton. He had
a distinguished career there which included the
publication of 5 books and was an inspirational
teacher trainer – as generations of former
students gratefully acknowledge.
We arrived at the Rectory with two young
children at primary school. You have all
shared in our joy as Dan and Harriet and then
Helen and Paul married and we now have five
wonderful grandchildren-Billy, Annabel, Milo,
Sophia and Talee -all older than their parents
were in 1984!
Derek adored being your parish priest and he
counted it the greatest privilege and reward to
walk with you all through good times and bad.

He loved being part of the wider community
of Cooksbridge Hamsey and Offham too, as
a member of the Parish Council and Chair of
Governors of Hamsey School. He forged such
close links with the school, knowing all the
children by name(he’d baptised many of them
and then went on to conduct many of their
weddings too)and he was very proud of the
school’s achievements.
Derek leaves behind many tangible reminders
of his time here, not least the building of the
Church Hall- now in its 11th year( how did
we manage without it!) The initial legacy
from Beattie Brooks and then much (largely!)
enjoyable fund raising enabled it to be built,
project managed by church warden Geoff
Spinks. It’s been such a tremendous asset,
not just for the church but also for the wider
community giving a welcoming home to The
Monday Afternoon Club, Toddlers Tunes,
Pilates, Yoga and Hamsey Harmony among
others.

Hamsey NEWS

I have been quite overwhelmed by the hundreds
of messages of sympathy I have received -Derek
was a part of so many lives – and I would just
like to quote from one of them. “He was a
wonderful parish priest in good times and in
sad ones too. He did so much for so many and
in my mind’s eye he is always bathed in summer
sunlight. For those of us without the strongest of
faith, he was a fine example of the goodness of
faith and the best of Christian values.”
I shall never forget the sight of so very many of
you standing in the rain along the lanes from
Offham to Hamsey Church where Derek was
laid to rest on April 28th. That love and support
meant so much – more than I can possibly say.
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The Funeral service at Hamsey- so beautifully
taken by Rev’d Anne- was just for the immediate
family but once current restrictions are lifted
there will be a joyful Thanksgiving service in
Offham Church and I look forward to seeing
you all there.
And so how can I sum up the sort of person my
dear husband was. Pope Francis recently defined
a Christian as one who is,“cheerful, easy, kind,
gentle, courteous, candid, unassuming, with no
pretence.” That sounds to me a pretty accurate
pen portrait of a very special person who was
loved and valued by so many. May he rest in
peace
Judith

With the constant increase in
Fuel prices, BSW can save you money
with your fuel bills.
Your local Heating and Renewable experts, keeping
Sussex warm for over 50 Years!
•
•
•

Reduce your monthly energy bills
Reduce your greenhouse gas emissions
Claim the RHI – Renewable Heat Incentive
& receive tax-free cash payments for 7 years

To find out more, telephone:

www.bswenergy.co.uk
HV
*dependant on size and position of installation

Need a New
Sep�c Tank?

Is your Sep�c Tank festering?
The 2020 Sep�c Tank Binding Rules could mean ﬁnes if yours
doesn't comply.
BlockBusters can arrange to have your sep�c tank emp�ed and
then fully inspect the tank for any defects or issues.
BlockBusters can even liaise with your insurers if a new tank is
needed so you only pay your excess for a whole new system!

Call BlockBusters
on 0800 206 2078

www.blockbusters.co.uk

