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Ray
Wicker
DOUBLE GLAZING

High quality of work for all your
Double Glazing and Carpentry needs

at a fair price

Double glazing

• Replacement of windows and doors in UPVC, Aluminium and timber.
• Service and repairs to your existing double glazed windows
(e.g. replacement of old misted glass units, broken handles, hinges & locks)

• Re-trim & seal old windows
• Install UPVC Fascia, Soffit and Guttering - full replacement or cap over.
• Install new or replace shiplap cladding in PVC or timber

Carpentry
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hang doors, fit door liners, architrave, locks, handles skirting etc
Custom built in wardrobes/shelves, build flat pack furniture etc
Stud walls, insulation board, plasterboard
Build garden sheds, summer houses, garden decking etc
Fit curtain poles and blinds
Replace kitchen/bathroom silicone
Install new kitchen units/doors

Please contact Ray Wicker:

All jobs considered big or small

M: 07960 503 844 E: raywicker@hotmail.co.uk
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Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

Because every life is unique
42 High Street, Lewes | 01435 862 833

LEWES

CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surounding areas
Contact Neil / Les
01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk
www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised
and supported the Hamsey Parish Council Magazine
To advertise please call 01843 269513

Published by Community Ad Web Ltd 01843 834160
email info@communityad.co.uk web www.communityad.co.uk
The views expressed in any published content are solely those of the contributors. The Publishers accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any information
contained in the publication. The contents of this magazine including images may not be copied, reproduced, distributed, downloaded or displayed in any form or by
any means without the prior written permission of Community Ad Web Ltd. Unless otherwise specified, the authors of the literary and artistic works in the pages in
this magazine have asserted their moral right pursuant to Section 77 of the Copyright Designs and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the author of those works. The
Publishers reserve the right not to publish a submission or part of a submission that they consider defamatory or otherwise inappropriate for publication.

Welcome to the Winter Edition of the
Hamsey News
Hi everyone,

Goodbye and thank you

A very warm welcome to all of you and if it’s not
too late, a very Happy New Year.

This is the last edition of the Hamsey News that
I will be putting together and I want to thank all
those who, over the last 14 years, have sent in
articles, to those who helped chase them up and
especially to the wonderful residents who pop
them through your door four times a year.

It’s been rather a mixed start to the year, after the
celebrations at the end of 2019 when we saw the
return of a Saturday rail service to Cooksbridge,
there came the misery of another full road
closure in January. Details of what went wrong
there are included in this issue. There is also a
warning for anyone wanting to get into Lewes
(or beyond) from February 24th as there will be
a full closure of the A275 through Offham from
9.30am-3pm lasting for 5 days. This is likely to
lead to more chaos on the lanes but the work is
essential. Further details in our article.
Better news is that the Reverend Anne Dunlop
will shortly be appointed House for Duty Priest
at St Peter’s Church, Offham. All are invited
to St.Peter’s on Saturday 15th February for her
licensing service and on Sunday 23rd at 10.30am
for her first service in the parish.
We have the annual jumble coming up so start
sorting out and note the date to come and pick up
some bargains. Earlier this year on March 14th.
If you have articles of interest to the community
please get them to me by April 12th at the latest
as we will have a new editor in place.
Many thanks,
Kate
Katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk

The newsletter has evolved from something
I used to print off and collate at home to a
very professional, colourful magazine, full of
interesting and informative articles. I know it is
a real credit to the parish and much envied by
other councils. Community ad, who print it for
us, do so without charge, relying on those local
businesses who advertise, so please do give them
your support.
Good luck to Sally, who takes over this role and I
hope you will remember to send me a copy!
Jenni
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better homes . better work . better lives

We Specialise in:

Approved Roofers gives you the best roofers in the
industry cutting out all the cowboys. We do verification
checks on every roofer that joins us and get referrals
direct from their clients.

• New Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Lead Work
• Moss Removal
• Tile & Slate Roofs
• All Roof Repairs

• Re-Pointing
Chimney Stacks
• Valleys Repaired
• New PVC Fascias
& Gutters
• External Painting

All Work Guaranteed – Quality & Reliability – Competitive Prices

Ofﬁce: 01273 044029 • Mobile: 07780 167546
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Parish Council
News

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2020
The parish Council will meet on March 12th,
May 14th, July 9th, September 19th and
November 12th All at Beechwood Hall from
7.15pm Residents are welcome to attend council
meetings and there are 15 minutes at the start of
every meeting to raise anything with the council.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The annual meeting for residents of Hamsey
parish will take place on May 14th at 6.30pm.
All residents are invited to attend to meet their
parish councillors and hear about the work of
the council.
COULD YOU BE A COUNCILLOR?
There is a vacancy on Hamsey parish council for
someone wanting to give back to their community.
If you are at least 18 years old, and a British citizen
or eligible Commonwealth citizen
and you can meet at least one of the following four
qualifications:
•	You are, and will continue to be, registered as
a local government elector for the parish in
which you wish to stand from the day of your
nomination onwards
•	You have occupied as owner or tenant any land
or other premises in the parish area during the
whole of the 12 months before the day of your
nomination and the day of election
•	Your main or only place of work during the 12
months prior to the day of your nomination and
the day of election has been in the parish area
•	You have lived in the parish area of within three
miles of it during the whole of the 12 months
before the day of your nomination and the day of
election
You should not be the subject of a bankruptcy
restrictions order or interim order, or have been
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of three
months or more (including a suspended sentence),
without the option of a fine, during the five years
before polling day.
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Hamsey parish councillors are not paid but can
claim back any expenses they incur on council
business. Please do speak to anyone presently on
the council to find out what’s invoved and how
you can join the team that helps to improve the
community for all its residents.
PRECEPT
At their January meeting, the council agreed the
budget required for 2020. A very small increase
(£500) was agreed and this relates to just 0.1%
or 8p per band D household. No Hamsey
parish councillors claimed any expenses for
fulfilling their voluntary roles whilst serving the
community last year.
CHANGE TO THE PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS
ADDRESS
For 14 years the council address has been
the home address of the clerk. Council
agreed that the council address should now
change to Beechwood Hall, Beechwood Lane,
Cooksbridge.BN7 3QG.
PLANNING:
Planning matters - to note any decisions by
LDC or SDNP
TW/19/0065/TPO Chatfields Yard,
Cooksbridge - T1 Hybrid Black poplar, reduce
in height by approx. 10m. Reduce back house
side of lateral crown by approx 6-8m to lesson
weight. Blend in with remainder of crown as
the side is unlikely to influence the gardens –
refused
SDNP/19/03437/DCOND - Offham Farm,
Offham - Discharge of Conditions 4, 5 and
6 of P P: SDNP/19/00618/FUL(Change of
use and conversion of redundant pig barn to
accommodate a new farm shop. Use of existing
farm shop for ancillary purposes including
a staff rest area and storage of agricultural
equipment)- approved

Hamsey NEWS
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LW/19/0524 Knights Court, South Road Variation of condition 31 (Planning permission
reference LW/17/0030) for Antler Homes–granted
SDNP/19/04373 Woodcock Cottage The
Street Offham - Internal alterations and
demolition of existing extension roof and walls
and construction of new single storey extension
– granted
SDNP/19/04082/LIS17 Bank Cottages The
Street Offham - Removal of internal kitchen
chimney breast, ancillary right-handed flue and
all associated pipework – granted
The parish council continues to contact Gold
properties regarding parking obligations at
Chatfields Close. Presently the pavement is
completely blocked by vehicles endangering
pedestrians who are having to walk in the
main road and causing problems for residents
trying to exit the close. The PC has plenty of
evidence to show that parking for the cottages
was always offered and was part of the planning
documents. Hamsey parish council will
continue to push for a resolution.

Nina Murden

the Lewes Seamstress

E S T. 2 0 0 5

Also Professional Repairs and Alterations Service.
IAN MANKIN
M A D E I N B R I TA I N

Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?
• Airport Runs
• School Runs
• Executive Travel
• Nights Out
• Contract Work
• Long/Short Distance

01273 477567
01273 473737

Email: gmtaxisinlewes@btinternet.com
Website: www.gmtaxislewes.co.uk

For all your septic tank, treatment plant
and cesspool emptying needs.
Look at our prices

We are proud members of
checkatrade.com so please visit
the website to check for yourself
how good we are.

For all your septic tank, treatment plant
and cesspool emptying
needs.
You can book an empty by
Up to 1000 gallons removed for only £115
Up to 1500 gallons removed for only £155
Up to 2000 gallons removed for only £195
Up to 3000 gallons removed for only £245
Up to 4000 gallons removed for only £310

Look at our prices

empty you require or you would like your tank emptied
on a regular basis, no signing contracts, to get the best
price which leaves you in control as to how often you
want your tank emptied.

So why pay more ?

01444 250712
Mobile 07859901870
Or book your empty online at:

www.southeasttankers.co.uk

Up to 1000 gallons removed for only 110
Up to 1500 gallons removed for only £150
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News from Cooksbridge Station
Celebrating The New Services
On December 21st we
gathered to celebrate
the first Saturday
service at Cooksbridge
for 35 years, as well
as the completion of
a full weekday hourly
service.
Tamsyn d’Arienzo, Chair of Hamsey PC, unveils a plaque
to commemorate the occasion

Amongst the guests were Phil Hutchinson, Head
of Strategy at Govia Thameslink Railway, MP
Maria Caulfield, ex-MP Norman Baker and
Roger Blake, Infrastructure Director of Rail
Future UK.
Phil Hutchinson and Robert Baughan,
Chairman of the Cooksbridge Station
Partnership welcomed the new services, while
noting the excellent and productive working
relationship between the two organisations.
Parish Council Chair, Tamsyn d’Arienzo, quoted
positive feedback from individual residents
before unveiling a plaque in the waiting room to
commemorate the occasion. Despite very poor
weather, over fifty people attended to celebrate
a major step forward for public transport
provision in the parish.
Thanks
from the
Partnership
to Anita
and Tom
Walker for
the amazing
cake,
iced with
the Station Tom and Anita Walker baked a splendid
cake to celebrate the additional train
Partnership
services at Cooksbridge
logo. The
children of Hamsey
School provided some beautiful artwork and
the occasion was generously funded by Hamsey,

Chailey and Barcombe parish councils, BBM
Sustainable Design and GTR. Pictures are
courtesy of Sue Ginn.
GTR CONFIRM A SUNDAY SERVICE FROM
MAY 2020
In a surprise announcement, Phil Hutchinson
confirmed that GTR would add to the new
services by providing an hourly stopping service
on Sundays from May 2020. This was clearly great
news for all those attending the celebration for
whom a comprehensive seven day service has
been the ultimate objective for many years. Again
this speaks volumes about the excellent working
relationship between GTR and the Station
Partnership.
USE THEM OR LOSE THEM
All the new services are on a trial basis only.
Passenger numbers are closely monitored and
there is always a pressure to reduce journey
times (by missing stations). If you value the new
services, do please consider how you can make
use of them, not just towards London but also to
Lewes and Brighton.
ACCESSIBILITY
GTR has agreed to install a handrail on the
slope up to platform 1 to assist travellers with
restricted mobility. We are continuing to liaise
with the company about the fitting of humps to
make it easier to access trains from the platform.
WALKS FROM THE STATION
We are working with the South Downs National
Park Authority to map and document a circular
walk starting at Cooksbridge station. The
objective is to encourage walkers to use the train
service to Cooksbridge to access the Park. When
completed, leaflets will be available from various
sites in the parish as well as Visitor Centres
and Tourist Information Offices. We shall also
distribute to walking groups. The walk leaflet
will also be of interest to residents who wish to
see more of the parish.
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GARDENING
We have made great progress in improving the
land at the front of the station and the verge
alongside platform 1, but we lack the funds to
keep buying shrubs and plants.
If you have any to spare please contact any
member of the Station Partnership.
The gardens of course also need some
maintenance. We do a session once a month for
an hour or so; Again, if you can help, please get
in touch.
robert.baughan@btinternet.com
kfroude@btopenworld.com
iginn@btinternet.com
Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group
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Efficient, friendly service from
your local Electrician
LOCAL DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL ELECTRICIAN,
RELIABLE & EFFICIENT
SERVICE, FREE QUOTES.
Contact Nick on:
07578 277 483
n.holmeselectrical@gmail.com

Chailey Brownies
Chailey Brownies meets in Chailey Village Hall
and has a few spaces for girls aged 7-10.
Brownies is such a good way to for your
daughter to make new friends, have fun and
grow her confidence gaining Brownie badges
along the way.
With Brownies she’ll laugh, learn and have
adventures - all at an affordable cost. And
because our activities are designed to be for all
girls, there’s a place for your daughter whatever
her tastes or needs.
Brownies are offered all sorts of different
opportunities both modern and more traditional
including outdoor activities, cooking, games,
arts and crafts and trips, and most definitely
make the most of them, taking part in
adventures and activities they have chosen and
helped to plan.

Please contact me at terie.galpin@outlook.
com for further information about Brownies
age 7-10 and Rainbows age 5-7, or visit the
Girlguiding website at www.girlguiding.org.
uk and follow the link to register your daughter
to join us.

10

Hamsey NEWS

Environment Report
TRAIN SERVICE ENHANCEMENTS
The restoration of a full weekday and Saturday
train service at Cooksbridge station from 15th
December, with Sunday trains to follow in
May 2020, is a great opportunity for all of us to
reduce our carbon footprint by leaving our car
at home when possible and travelling by train
instead.
According to Friends of the Earth, whilst all
motorised transport produces Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) one of the so called “greenhouse gases”
that contribute to climate change, trains are
an energy-efficient carrier of people and
goods and hence produce relatively less CO2
emissions per passenger than other modes.
Emissions of CO2 per passenger/Km are, on
average, approximately half that of travel by car.
Travelling by rail reduces your contribution to
climate change.
PARISH LITTER PICKS
A big thank you to residents Margot, Wilfred,
Jim R, Pete, Jim E, Miki and Terry for turning
out on the cold morning of 5th January to work
off those Christmas ‘mince pies’ with another
clean-up of the parish. Thanks also to Mary
and Kevin who kindly tackled the Drove the
day before. Between us all we managed to cover
Cooksbridge village, the A275 (including the
laybys south of Offham and the Cherry Seller
layby north of the junction with Wickham
Lane), the Drove, Hamsey Lane, North End,
Whitfeld Lane, Ivors Lane and Deadmantree
Hill. As can be seen from the photo, the
ditch adjacent to the layby at the bottom of
Deadmantree Hill was again full of drink cans,
plastic bottles and other rubbish.

Overall there was
more litter picked up
across the parish on
this occasion, with
the laybys on the
A275 south of Offham
being in perhaps
the worst state we’ve
encountered to date.
A big well done to
Wilfred who, on
his first litter pick,
managed to pick up Litter in Deadmantree Hill
a grand total of 26
empty drink cans along Hamsey Lane. Thank
you Wilfred!!
Based on the success so far, we will be
continuing with the Sunday dates going forward
and the dates for litter picks throughout 2020 are
now planned as follows: 5th April, 12th July and
4th October. As usual, we will continue to do all
we can to publicise all litter picks in the Hamsey
News, on the community website (with alerts for
registered users) and by posters displayed on the
parish noticeboards.
Accordingly, our next litter pick is now
scheduled for Sunday 5th April 2020 when
we hope very much to see as many of you as
possible taking part in this regular opportunity
to keep our parish clean!
Anti-Pollution Signs
Working with Hamsey Community Primary
School, we have now finalised the designs for
bespoke anti-pollution signs at Cooksbridge
level crossing and met with Network Rail on site
to progress the installation as part of the final
phase of the upgrade works.
A further meeting with the Network Rail
project manager is being arranged to finalise the
implementation arrangements for these signs.
LITTER HEROES
We continue to be grateful that more and more
local residents are joining this scheme and
adopting their local areas to complement the
quarterly parish litter picks.

Litter Pickers

Hamsey NEWS
Many areas of the parish have already been
adopted by ‘Litter Heroes’ and if you, or any
one you know, wish to join them and take part
in this initiative to ‘adopt’ your own part of our
parish please do let us know.
Cooksbridge Level Crossing Upgrade
Network Rail carried out the final stage of these
works at Cooksbridge during the re-scheduled
commissioning (28th November 2019 to 1st
December 2019 inclusive), transferring control
of the level crossing equipment from the existing
signalbox at Lewes to their new Regional
Operating Centre at Three Bridges.
The most significant impact of these works on
our community was the full 24 hour closure of
Cooksbridge level crossing on Thursday 28th
November which went ahead despite repeated
requests from Hamsey Parish Council to seek an
alternative working methodology to avoid the
day-time closure of the level crossing. Although
the signed diversion routes were via the A26
and A272, large volumes of traffic were again
diverting via the local lanes (Hamsey Lane, The
Drove, Beechwood Lane and Wickham Lane),
with vehicles unable to easily pass each other
and again causing significant environmental
damage, particularly to verges. The almost 30
hours period that the level crossing was closed
was a very challenging time for many members
of our community.
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Hamsey Parish Council confirmed that they will
be willing to contribute to any lessons learned
exercise with Network Rail to help to ensure that
the issues encountered on this occasion can be
avoided in future.
It is the view of Hamsey Parish Council that a
solution to the issue of road traffic diverting via
the local lanes during any future daytime closure
of Cooksbridge level crossing will require
a coordinated approach involving multiple
agencies (East Sussex Highways, Network Rail
and potentially Sussex Police) as a repetition of
the events of 28th November must be avoided
at all costs. It is our hope that any lessons
learned exercise organised through Network
Rail can be the catalyst for such a change in
approach, thereby appropriately safeguarding
our environment.
Network Rail are still to complete repairs of
damage caused to pathways, verges, fencing,
etc in the vicinity of the level crossing upgrade
works which will be restored to at least as good a
condition as that existing before the works were
undertaken.
Vision
Tamsyn and Robert have many really exciting
initiatives now in progress and more ideas in
the pipeline and we would always welcome
contributions and suggestions for consideration.
We continue to share a vision of Hamsey parish
as a community working together to ensure a
clean and sustainable environment for present
and future generations.
Councillors Robert Baughan and Tamsyn
d’Arienzo

WEIR WATER PLUMBING
We are a local business

Chaos in the lanes
Accordingly, a representative of Hamsey Parish
Council met on site at Cooksbridge on 30th
November with the Network Rail Programme
Director where we reviewed the events on, and
leading up to, the closure of Cooksbridge level
crossing on Thursday 28th November.

A “Husband & Wife” Team
Both Fully Qualified &
Experienced All Plumbing &
Heating Work No Matter
How Small or Large
REGISTERED
BUSINESS

O.F.T.E.C Registered Oil
Specialists
For all enquiries, please ring:

01825 714771/07930 396201

REGISTERED
PLUMBER
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Life of a country carpenter.
Part 3
The time came when I had to join the village choir at eight years old or
perhaps it was seven. I mentioned earlier about this I think but one or
two funny things happened.
. Once, we were in the vestry just before the
service, we had no cassocks only our Sunday
best. We were just going out when one boy stuck
a pin into my backside and I yelled out, for it
hurt. For that the Rector gave me a box around
my ears.
I didn’t think much of that, but I got my own
back a little later, for this same boy sat next to
me and he had a habit of falling asleep during
the sermon. I used to wake him at the right time,
but this time I forgot and left him sleeping there
after we were singing the hymn.
Another time we were early and the choir
mistress hadn’t arrived this particular practice
night, so, ready for a little mischief we sat in the
pews and the head boy got in the pulpit and read
out a sermon. When, lo and behold in walks the
choir mistress, very shocked and indignant. She
sacked the boys right away and we all had a right
old talking to.

In 1908 the new school was finished at
Cooksbridge, but before that we went to school
at Offham. Sometimes we would clamber onto
the roof and ring the bell. Then we ran away
into the bushes to hide, for we knew it would
fetch the schoolmaster out after we played with
him like that, but he could never pin it down to
anyone. In those days we had very few luxuries.
My mother would have only half a pint of milk
a day, but to make up, I and other boys had to
walk nearly a mile to Hamsey Place Farm to get
separated milk. There was precious little cream
left after that, but always a lot of froth which we
used to drink off the top of the can. All this was
early in the morning, before we went to school.
During the summer months if it was warm
enough, we boys would go swimming in the old
river behind Hamsey Church. It wasn’t very deep
and it was a secluded place, with tall rushes all
around. Nobody could see us, which was just as
well for none of us had any bathing trunks, but it
didn’t worry us as we were all boys together.
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The National School for Boys and Girls at Offham
which closed when the new school was built at
Cooksbridge in 1908. It later became the Reading
Room.
When I was about eleven or twelve years old
I used to spend my Whitsuntide holidays on
my uncle’s farm at Polegate. I was usually left
to my own devices as my four girl cousins were
all older than I and Walter, the only boy, was
seven or eight years older and was at work all
day. I spent a lot of time in the woods which
surrounded the farm on three sides. All sorts of
bird’s nests were to be found. There were also a
good many wood ants, which were much larger
than our ordinary little ants.
They were over half an inch long and had a great
pile of leaves and soil as a nest, sometimes three
or four feet high and several feet round. I would
of course, like any boy, stir them up with a long
pole and then run, for they could bite like the
devil. I spent a lot of time fishing for newts in
the ponds. There were plenty in those days. All I
would do was to bend a pin and use it as a hook
on of string with a worm as bait, and as I caught
them, I threw them back again.
My uncle grew a lot of strawberries, and if
Whitsun was late they were ripening then. I was
allowed to eat as many as I liked, they knew I
would soon get fed up and leave them alone.
When I was there in 1910, I saw Halley’s Comet,
it was low in the western sky. I have seen one
since, but never a such a sight as Halley’s. It was
visible for some weeks, even when I was home
again.
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All this time I was growing up. I was in Standard
7 at school, all by myself for a few months until
I was joined by one of the girls. I was fourteen
in August, but my father wanted me to work on
the estate with him and learn to be a carpenter,
and it was not until Christmas that I left school.
Many of the pupils could leave at twelve if they
passed what they called the Labour Exam, they
usually left to work on the land. While in my last
year at school there was a craze for women of
the village to learn First Aid. It may have been
the rumblings of war, I don’t remember, but I
do know that being the eldest at school I was
sent by the school master as a guinea pig. They
held their classes at Conyboro House, which was
occupied by Lord and Lady Monk Bretton. They
trussed me up like a chicken for broken legs and
arms. I didn’t enjoy it a lot because I was rather
a shy boy.
Leaving school- December 1913
At last I left school and started work at once,
the terms being that I worked for nothing for
a year. This was not very pleasant as the other
boys my age were earning a few shillings. I was
very conscious of being without, but as the estate
steward was fond of me, I was learning a trade
which seemed to be the main thing in those
days. You would never be out of work, they
said. My first day at work in that last week of
December 1913 wasn’t with my father but with
the bricklayer. I had to hold the bottom of the
ladder while he cut away a lot of ivy from the
rainwater gutters of some cottages. I nearly froze
to death! I can still remember that first day of
work. I don’t think I particularly wanted to be a
carpenter, or anything else for that matter, I was
a bit of a dreamer I think.
Sometimes I was given a job on my own and
one time I was painting a gate leading to
Coombe Place. The woodmen were close by
felling some trees and one, they called ‘Doddy’
(his surname was Duttman) said to me, “Little
Harold, I must go and have a look at my old gal’s
wedding present.” I didn’t know what he was
talking about, but off he went in the bushes and
relieved himself. When he came back he said,
‘’You know, Harold, I gave that to my old gal on
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our wedding night and she made me carry it
about with me ever since.” Well, I was learning
all the time! Such was the dry humour of these
old chaps, life was never dull without them. One
day old Doddy was arguing with the Steward
about money and he asked him where he got his
money from. He replied that his father had left
him it. “Well,”, said Doddy, “Where did he get
it?” “I suppose his father left him some and his
forefather and so on,” replied the Steward. ‘’Yes,”
said Doddy, ‘’Your bloody forefather robbed my
forefathers.” I think he hit the nail right on it’s
head.
Doddy’s mate was very deaf. I was given to
understand he was sheltering under a tree at old
Hamsey Church when it was struck by lightning,
leaving him deaf but otherwise unhurt. His
other mate was a bow-legged man and rather
short. They lived in a cottage which had only
one staircase for two cottages. In the country
they were busy cutting down the woods, (there
were quite a lot on the Estate) and making
faggots for firing. Everyone bought a wagon load
a year and their pea-sticks and bean poles for
their gardens. At the same they would cut down
several oak trees which were cut up into various
lengths and sizes which my father wanted for the
Estate work. Boards for the stables and weather
boarding for the barns and the right sizes to
make five barred gates, and a lot of gate posts of
all sizes. The Estate was self-sufficient for it was
about six thousand acres in extent.
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This was made with two big wheels and a long
pole. The timber was cut on a long rack bench
which had rollers on it and was twenty feet
long or more. This would go to and from when
it was cutting the timber. In those days there
were no safety regulations, only common sense,
which didn’t always work. On one occasion
my father left a big mallet on the bench and it
was drawn back onto the saw, which was still
running. When it reached the saw it was thrown
back with such force it hit the smoke stack on
the engine and knocked it clean off. Later on in
years I worked with the driver who worked as a
carpenter under me for a farm at Plumpton, but
more of that later on.

Harold’s father, William, outside his workshop at
the back of no.16 Offham
A view of Offham village looking down the hill
Once a year tree sawing took place – some
people named French did this, they had six
big traction engines but only one was used for
sawing. The trees were drawn to a suitable site by
a man named Tester who kept the Chalkpit Inn
at Offham and had a timber carriage.

© Gerald Pelling, Francis Pelling and Susan
Rowland 1993. Many thanks to Sue and The
Pelling family for sharing this with us.
If you have a story to share please do get in
touch. You will receive your very own copy of
Harold’s book as thanks.
Tamsyn d’Arienzo
07921 227623
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com
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GOOD NEWS!
After two years of interregnum, the Churchwardens are delighted to
announce that the Reverend Anne Dunlop will shortly be appointed
House for Duty Priest at St Peter’s Church, Offham.
Formerly associated with
Exeter Cathedral, the
Rev’d Dunlop is currently
Assistant Priest at St Mary
and St Peter, Hampden
Park.
Her licensing service
will be held at St Peter’s
Church, Offham, on

Saturday 15 February 2020 at 11.30 am. Her first
service as our priest will be on the following
Sunday at 10.30 am.
We would like to welcome the Rev’d Dunlop
with as full a church as possible on both
occasions. Lifts can be arranged by calling Jenny
on 01273 483424.

Hamsey School PTA News
Hamsey School had a great Christmas this year with THREE events,
including:
•	Puppet theatre “Merry Mayhem” from the
hilarious WishWorks (www.wishworks.co.uk)
followed by a Christmas fair at Christ Church
in Lewes, enjoyed by all who attended.
•	“Elfridges” where all the children were able to
buy presents for their friends and family in the
school hall, donated by parents and others in
the community.
Did anybody in Hamsey get any presents this
year they have no use for?
Elfridges was such fun and the children really
enjoyed choosing gifts so we will run it again
next year and welcome any donations of new
unopened presents at the school office any time
to store for next year!
•	Cakes and Carols – after school on the last day
of term Badgers and Owls class sang to us all
and brought happy tears to many a parent’s eye.
We raised more than £2,000 with our online
auction before Christmas, so a big thank you to
everyone who bid and congratulations to those
who won! If you have not yet claimed/paid for your
prize they are waiting for you at the school office.

We also had a spooky Halloween event and
were happy to serve tea to the good people of
Railfuture.
Coming up this term are:
Seedy Saturday at the Town Hall on February
1st (10 – 3) where we will be running the cafe.
It’s a fabulous event for all the family so do
come along to chat and drink tea and see all the
creative and useful stalls.
Curry and Bingo on April 24th at Barcombe
Village hall – a laugh a minute.
Open to all so do write it in your diaries!
The team at Hamsey School PTA are always
looking for more help with events – baking
cakes and serving teas, as well as running fun
and fund raising opportunities. Even if you
do not have a child at the school you are very
welcome to join our PTA mailing list and we are
grateful for any and all support.
Please email Sally Miller at puppetsall@yahoo.
co.uk for more information, or if you have a
fund raising idea!

Closure of Cooksbridge Level Crossing –
18-20 January 2020
In order to repair a track defect and to re-surface the level crossing
roadway, Network Rail planned for the full closure of Cooksbridge
level crossing from 18.00 on 18th January to 05.00 on 20th January.
Following the events of 28th / 29th November
2019, when widespread damage was caused
to local lanes due to traffic diverting to avoid
the closure of Cooksbridge level crossing,
Hamsey Parish Council had been negotiating
with Highways and Network Rail for a one way
system to be put in place on this occasion to help
avoid the mayhem in the lanes of the last road
closure.
The obstacles to Highways implementing a one
way system were:
-Highways cannot have 2 different diversions in
place for the same route
-Highways cannot divert traffic from an ‘A’ Road
onto a lesser road, including a lane.
-Highways cannot close the lanes in these
circumstances. Also 12 weeks notice is required
for a road closure.
What they agreed was that wider diversions
would be in place with traffic directed along the
A26 / A272. For the remaining traffic, who either
missed diversions or genuine locals, it would be
difficult to prevent traffic travelling either side
of A275 but it was hoped the following will help
mitigate the congestion:
NORTH BOUND up Beechwood Lane (or
Plumpton or another route to the west of A275).
At the bottom of Beechwood Lane there will be
signs in place to advise the route is not suitable
for HGVs (low bridge). At the top of Wickham
Lane signs will say UNSUITABLE FOR
DIVERSION.
SOUTH BOUND cars will pass Wickham
Lane and just as they see the crossing is most
definitely shut, they will divert along Hamsey
Lane as before. This time we hope Highways
can limit traffic travelling north from Lewes
direction by placing a NOT SUITABLE FOR
DIVERSION sign at The Drove/Offham Church.
This way Highways would not have diverted

anyone and they would not have enforced any
road closures but instead would have placed
advisory notices at entrances. The diagram
below was sent to Highways and Network Rail
showing the proposed routes and notices were
placed on Chailey, Barcombe, East Chiltington
and Lewes Facebook Groups to inform as many
drivers as possible that they should plan a wider
diversion.

Sadly despite this careful planning and
negotiation, and what seemed like a successful
collaboration between Network Rail, East Sussex
Highways and Hamsey Parish Council, all
seemed to go proverbially ‘out of the window’,
when contractor Centurion failed to turn up
on time with diversion signage. As a result, the
Network Rail contractor Project Leaders were
unable to close the crossing to begin work and
a full workforce was therefore forced to stand
by for several hours whilst these missing signs
were put in place, so that they could begin work,
some 4.5 hrs late. Meanwhile drivers assumed
from the few signs that made it out, that the
level crossing at Cooksbridge was fully shut and
so our lanes were again over-run with two-way
traffic.
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Some drivers appeared to have listened to the
social media and web alert warnings to stay
away or approach the lanes one way but many
more chanced their luck or just followed their
Satnavs, much to the despair of local residents.
The knock on effect of this delay affected
critical timelines in place for a specific order of
works that had to take place, and deliveries of
machinery was thrown, resulting in contractors
waiting around for an excruciating wait, though
at least The Rainbow had a few extra customers
for breakfast!
The Network Rail Team were forced to abort
some of the planned crossing work, including
repairing a track defect, but rescheduled others
so they managed to catch up some of the work.
The road surface south of the level crossing,
which is Network Rail’s to maintain from the
white line where vehicles stop up to the tracks,
was resurfaced, so potholes are gone from
here. Pads on the track,beneath where vehicles
cross, were replaced in order to absorb a lot
more vibration and noise from passing trains
and heavy good vehicles, so hopefully railway

CVS TYRES LTD
MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE
• WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK
• PUNCTURE REPAIRS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

SURED

IN
FULLY

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres
www.cvstyres.co.uk

neighbours will notice an improvement from
their homes.
The bad news is that this Network Rail team
will need to return in order to address the track
defect and finish the north side road surface.
Obviously questions have been raised as to how
one man’s delay at Network Rail’s contractor
Centurion could have been allowed to have such
a knock-on effect to the works; ie where was the
contingency. One thing is for certain, after two
fails in a row at Cooksbridge, Centurion will
not be in charge of any signage the next time
around.
Thanks to all the residents who stayed in touch
and shared information at the time of the works;
all of which feedback acts as useful evidence for
reviews.
Hamsey Parish Council will continue to work
with East Sussex Highways and Network Rail
to develop an effective long-term solution to
road traffic diversions associated with daytime
closures of Cooksbridge level crossing, which
must include more reliable mitigations.

SUSSEX

FLINT, BRICK & LIME
07916 612583
Specialising in the conservation, repair
and building of flint, brick and stone
walling as well as traditional lime
plastering and rendering

Build · Conserve · Repair · Maintain

Amy Martin

MCSP HCPC
Chartered Physiotherapist
APPI Pilates Instructor
Physiotherapy in your home
Private Pilates tuition
COMING SOON:
Group Pilates classes
REFORMER

PILATES SESSIONS
IN LEWES
FROM MAY

07812346112 | amyskinner13@hotmail.com
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Monday Afternoon Club
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Christmas celebrations started early for Monday
Afternoon Clubbers with our Christmas Buffet
Lunch on December 9th It was a very happy
time for the 26 people there .Diane, Brian,Phyl
and Janice had decorated Offham Church Hall
beautifully making it look very Christmassy
with lots of greenery and coloured lights and
the Buffet was delicious ( our members are
talented cooks- and generously produced some
wonderful dishes for us all to share) After our
usual Secret Santa present giving we moved
onto a visit by Sharon,the local Body Shop
representative.It was a good chance to do some
extra Christmas shopping in peace without the
hassle of a trip to Brighton and Sharon was also
busy giving free hand massages using Body Shop
products.
MEETINGS IN EARLY 2020
Our January 13 meeting saw the New Year
getting off to a good start with a very welcome
return visit by our old friend Patsy Bailey.We
had a very happy time singing along to old
favourites and ,watching Patsy’s superb dancing
and of course many of us just had to join
in.Patsy’s enthusiasm is so infectious !

Police and Crime Commissioner , Katy Bourne
OBE,talking about her work on March 9. We
know how many demands there are on her time
so are extremely grateful she is able to fit us in.as with all our meetings it would be wonderful
to have a very full Hall to welcome her. Then
on April 6 ( earlier in the month to avoid the
Easter holiday) Trevor Weeks from East Sussex
Wildlife Rescue Service will be telling us about
the valuable work the Service does in protecting
much of our endangered wildlife We hope over
the course of the year there will be something
for everyone at our meetings
AN OPEN INVITATION
New Year celebrations will be a distant memory
by the time this newsletter is in print but all
of us running the Monday Afternoon ClubCaroline,Janice,Meriel and myself - would
like to wish you all a very Happy,Healthy and
Peaceful 2020. And do remember that the
Monday Afternoon Club is open to all retired
members of our village community.We’re a very
friendly group ( and the home made cakes are
wonderful!)so do pop along and join us on the
second Monday of the month at 2pm in the
Church Hall.Lifts are always available - just
contact Caroline 01273 477151
or Judith 07889 281214 to arrange one.
Judith Bastide

We are specialists in providing
non-medical care to older people
in their own homes, enabling
them to remain where they’re
most happy and comfortable.

Patsy chatting with some Monday Clubbers after
a super afternoon entertaining us all
We have a very varied programme planned
for the next few months with Cooksbridge
resident Brian Costall talking about the history
of Rupert Bear on February 10 and East Sussex

• Award winning care
• Companionship services
• Home help services
• Personal care services
• Highly trained CAREGivers

www.homeinstead.co.uk/lewesdistrict&uckfield
info.lewes@homeinstead.co.uk
Tel: 01273 036045
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Help us keep Sussex safe
If you have seen or heard anything suspicious, or have any
information about any incident, please contact us online, or call 101,
quoting the reference number provided.
Alternatively you can contact the independent
charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800
555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.
org
You can also visit our website at www.sussex.
police.uk where you can find our easy to use
online forms to report all non-emergencies to
us.
You can also find police advice to keep you
safe and help you understand the law, and also
browse our crime prevention pages for firsthand knowledge, industry best practices and
practical crime prevention advice from officers
and specialist teams all across the police.

Have you ever had a policing question
that doesn’t actually require direct police
involvement to answer?
Ask the Police is a great online source of
information for the most frequently asked
policing questions, visit www.askthe.police.uk
for more information.
YOUR LOCAL TEAMS
You can find your local PCSO by entering your
postcode at www.police.uk
Follow your local Police team on social media,
Facebook or Twitter

New guide to care and support in East Sussex,
Brighton & Hove – a crucial time for information
A new, updated East Sussex and Brighton & Hove Care and Support
Services Directory has been published in association with Brighton
& Hove City Council and East Sussex County Council. It gives readers
crucial information on how to access, and pay for, care services
throughout East Sussex, Brighton & Hove.
If you want more information on what your
care choices may be, this Directory can help.
With information to help you understand your
options, where to go for advice and how the
paying for care system works, the East Sussex
and Brighton & Hove Care and Support Services
Directory can support you to make informed
decisions.
It includes how to stay independent for as
long as possible, the different care and support
options available and what to look for when
choosing a care provider. It also offers guidance
on important issues such as paying for care and
what financial assistance may be available from
the local authority. There are comprehensive

listings of all registered care services throughout
East Sussex and Brighton & Hove, plus checklists
to help you ask the right questions when visiting
services.
For a free copy of the East Sussex and Bright
& Hove Care and Support Services Directory
contact East Sussex Health and Social Care
Connect on 0345 6080191 or Brighton &
Hove Adult Social Care Access Point on 01273
295555. It is also available throughout the
region from outlets including carers’ centres,
hospitals, GP surgeries, Age UK and the
Alzheimer’s Society. It can be downloaded from
www.carechoices.co.uk and is available in
spoken word.
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End of an era
After nearly 15 years as the clerk and financial officer for the
parish council I shall step aside at the end of March.
It has been a most interesting and rewarding
role. I came into the role just as the idea of a
new community hall and park was beginning to
take shape and I really enjoyed joining the hard
working team of local residents who made it all
happen. The fund raising was incredible. The
community really got behind the project, raising
thousands of pounds with sponsored walks,
open gardens and an amazing music festival.
To be able to fund such a brilliant community
facility with no loan repayments falling onto
the residents is most unusual. Hamsey parish is
very lucky to have so many people willing to put
something back and I am sure the new clerk will
find them all a pleasure to work with.
I should like to pass on a bit of advice given by
Sir Humphrey in that wonderful series – Yes
Prime minister – it has kept me amused for
many a year (and it’s so very true!):

“It is characteristic of all committee discussions
and decisions that every member has a vivid
recollection of them and that every member’s
recollection of them differs violently from every
other member’s recollection.
Consequently, we accept the convention that the
official decisions are those and only those which
have been officially recorded in the minutes by
the Officials, from which it emerges with an
elegant inevitability that any decision which has
been officially reached will have been officially
recorded in the minutes, by the Officials and any
decision which is not recorded in the minutes
has not been officially reached even if one or
more members believe they can recollect it, so
in this particular case, if the decision had been
officially reached it would have been officially
recorded in the minutes by the Officials, and it
isn’t – so it wasn’t”

Friends of Hamsey
The Hamsey Carol service was held on December 8th and as ever it
was a wonderfully atmospheric occasion.
Despite the rather
challenging mud in
the parking field,
more families than
ever turned up for the
service. The Rev Judith
Egar presided, and Julie
Nye and her Hamsey
Harmony group provided great accompaniment
and everyone enjoyed the carols and readings. It
was a perfect start to the Christmas festivities.
During the winter months the church will not
normally be open but from 2nd March, it is
hoped that it will be open most weekdays and
every weekend from 10.00 - 4.00. We do depend
on volunteers to do this, so it would be much
appreciated if you get in touch, if you are able to
help with this.

It is interesting to note that in 2019, once again
the church was visited by a large number of
people from both near and far, many of whom
made interesting comments in the church
visitors book. The friends are grateful for
all their donations. There are postcards and
booklets available for sale in the church and an
interesting folder containing comprehensive
information on the graveyard.
Hamsey church makes a wonderful venue for
a wedding ceremony, with the church seating
up to 150 people. For further information
please contact Caroline Featherstone 01273
477151, stpeters-hamsey@usa.net Or
check the Facebook page or website www.
friendsofhamsey.org
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What Goes Online Stays Online
Every time you use social media, buy or sell something online, visit any
kind of website, send or receive an email, find your way using a mapping
app or save a photo to the cloud, you add to your digital footprint.
The same goes for downloading music, making
Skype calls and using a voice assistant. Every
time you post a photo of your children or your
friends, you add to their digital footprint too.
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE A
DIGITAL FOOTPRINT?
Your digital footprint is part of your online
history and can potentially be seen by other
people, or tracked and held in a database … or
many databases. This is the case even if you are
careful with your privacy settings. Here are just a
few examples of what could, and does, happen as
a result of your online history:
• Companies can target you with specific
marketing content on social media and other
websites. You could also receive emails, letters
or phone calls from these companies.
• Advertisers can track your movement from site
to site to gauge your areas of interest.
• Entertainment providers (such as music
or films) could target you with unwanted
recommendations for content.
• Prospective employers can look into your and
family members’ background.
• Your child’s application for schools, colleges,
universities, scholarships, clubs or even sports
teams could be rejected.
• You, family members or friends could become
the victim of fraud or identity theft.
• Your children could be at risk of criminal
activity threatening their online or physical
safety.
• Records of your online activity could fall into
the wrong hands, including perpetrators of
organised crime.
• Tech companies such as browser and search
engine providers can track and record what
you’ve searched and viewed. This, in turn,
could be shared with other parties including
law enforcement agencies.
• You could be refused life, medical, property or
vehicle insurance based on information you
have shared online.

HOW TO MINIMISE YOUR DIGITAL
FOOTPRINT, OR MAKE SURE IT’S A GOOD
ONE:
• Don’t overshare information about yourself,
family members or friends that would be better
kept private. That’s on social media, websites
and apps requesting details and in response to
texts and messages.
• Think before you post. Even if your social
media privacy settings are set up correctly,
there’s no guarantee that your posts or photos
won’t be shared.
• Be aware that every time you visit a website, it’s
visible to tech companies like website owners,
browsers and search engines.
• Read terms and conditions and data privacy
policies on websites and apps before providing
any personal data or making transactions. What
can the providers do with your data, and why
would you agree to it? If you’re not comfortable
with the information being requested, don’t
provide it.
• Check geolocation settings on mobile devices,
apps and cameras. If you don’t want anybody
to know where you are, or where you have
been, disable them.
• Never stop enjoying the many excellent benefits
of using the internet, but always bear in mind
what digital trail you’re leaving, who may be
able to access it and how they may be able to
use it.
GET SAFE ONLINE
Get Safe Online is the UK’s leading source of
information and advice on online safety and
security, for the public and small businesses.
It is a not-for-profit, public/private sector
partnership backed by a number of government
departments, law enforcement agencies and
leading organisations in internet security,
banking and retail.
For more information and expert, easy-tofollow, impartial advice on safeguarding
yourself, your family, finances, devices and
workplace, visit www.getsafeonline.org
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News from Beechwood Hall and Park
YOUR HALL NEEDS YOU

Administration of the hall and park has passed
over to the parish council who are now the sole
trustees.
This has come about because for the last
couple of years it had become impossible to
find volunteers willing to commit their time
and effort to the management of the hall and
park until hall trustees were just four parish
councillors, alongside Rod Hearn (chair) and
Rea Hamilton from Hamsey school.
The chair announced his retirement and Rea has
moved on. Despite requests for members of the
community to come forward only the four
councillors remained. This was not a good
situation to be in, so taking advice from Action
In Rural Sussex and the Charities Commission
- who have assisted and approved the proposed
change, the “Trustee” responsibility has now
moved to the parish council - as a corporate
body. (Ownership of the Hall remains with the
Charitable Trust as current).
However, councillors are already very busy with
their other duties, sorting out highway problems,
dealing with residents concerns over everything
from parking to litter and of course, planning,
which is a constant threat to all parishes.
Beechwood Hall and the park has become an
increasingly important “facility” and source of
enjoyment and the interests of the Parish & the
Hall have become closer entwined, requiring a
consistency of approach across both.
So, a management committee has been set up
to administer the daily running and ongoing
development of the hall and park.
Presently members of that committee are:
Tamsyn D’Arienzo, Mike Dodd, Ian Ginn and
KateMc.Brown, but there is a need for more
involvement from residents and hall and park
users. Do you think you can contribute a few
hours a month ? Have you an interest in any
particular aspects? Perhaps you want the hall
used for more community activities or would
like to see more areas to encourage wildlife?
Please, do get in touch with the parish council –
speak to any councillor – and find out how you
could get involved.

BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR EVENTS

The hall is very popular, being a light, warm and
modern space. There are regular weekday classes
that everyone is open to enjoy, including yoga,
keep fit,adult and children’s martial arts art for
toddlers and even a choir. Weekends are in high
demand for children’s parties and workshops of
all kinds so if you have a special event coming
up this year please don’t forget to book the hall
well in advance in order to secure your desired
date. Residents get a very special rate of just
£10 per hour (3 hour min.for parties). Contact
manager@beechwoodhall.org for details.

PLEASE DO YOUR BIT

There has been so
much in the news
recently regarding what
we can all do to help
‘save the planet’ and at
Beechwood Park there
is a nice new recycling
bin waiting to receive
bottles and cans that
can be recycled rather than wasted. Why then,
are we still finding so many bottles and cans
simply dropped into the waste bin which is just
a few feet away? It’s a nasty, messy job having to
sort through the rubbish to take these out and
pop them into the proper bin so PLEASE – Use
the Recycling bin. That’s what it’s there for.

A PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION
ORDER COVERS BEECHWOOD PARK.
Anyone found not to be clearing up after their
dog could face a fine of up to £1,000.CCTV
evidence can be used.
Bags and a bin are supplied at the park. These
are funded from your council taxes so please
do use them to clear up behind your dog.
Whilst many dog owners are very responsible
and always do clear any mess, unfortunately
some still refuse to do so. In light of the ever
increasing problem of dog mess
in the park and the possible
risk to children playing,
all dogs must be kept on
a lead when inside the
park.
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ANNUAL PARISH CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS PARTY

A massive thanks to all that came along and
joined us for the Christmas Party on 21st
December 2019. We were joined by a record
number of 45 children and their parents/carers.
It was so lovely to see everyone having fun with
the lovely Toxi from Fairy Dust Events. She
managed to keep everyone happily entertained
with fun and games for nearly two hours... no
mean feat with 45 children of varying ages.
We will be busy behind the scenes very soon
prepping for the next party.
Please do get in touch if your child missed out
.. We’d hate to think we didn’t get invites to
everyone. Also if you have any suggestions/
connections for different forms of entertainment
for this year’s upcoming party, we’d be very keen
to hear from you.
As always thank you for your support.
Kate McBrown & Natalie Kinch
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CHRISTMAS TABLE TOP SALE

We had a trial run at a Christmas Table Top Sale
on November 16th where we were joined by
lots of sellers selling luxury Christmas Gifts and
handmade goodies. Unfortunately we had too
many sellers and had to turn some away due to
lack of tables. Because this was so successful we
will be running another Christmas Table Top
Sale in November 2020 so look out nearer the
time for details.

UPCOMING EVENTS

We will be holding a Table top/ Car boot sale
(weather depending of course) on June 13th at
Beechwood Hall.
Perhaps time to have a rummage through your
lofts, garages and wardrobes in the coming
months to earn some pennies for the summer.
Be great to see as many of you as possible so
please feel free to spread the word to friends and
family. Look out in the next edition for details
on timings and how to book your pitch.

The Community Jumble Sale 2020
This year the Jumble Sale will take place on Saturday March 14th at 2pm.
This is the annual fundraiser for social activities for the Community. In the past it has helped to
fund the Village Fair or social evening and money always goes to children’s activities including the
children’s Christmas party.
Please turn out your Jumble !!!!!!
It can be brought to Beechwood Hall on Friday 13th from
10am to 5pm or on Saturday 14th from 10am. We will also
collect Jumble if requested.
We always need helpers on the day, sorters
beforehand, cake makers and tea servers, leaflet
deliverers and jumble collectors. If you are able
to help in any way, please contact Anita Walker
on 01273 472595.
This will be my last year of co-ordinating
the Jumble Sale as we are planning to move
westwards to join family in Devon.
I hope someone will be willing to take
on this role. You will be supported by a
wonderful team ! We have had many
memorable and successful Jumble
Sales since Mary started this annual
fundraiser for the community. If you
would like to volunteer , I would love
to hear from you.
Anita
(anita@tomwalkerartist.co.uk)
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A Towpath Tale –
from Oscar Wilde to Jane Austin
The Kennet & Avon Canal, at 87 miles long, links London with the
Bristol Channel, and passes through some spectacular landscapes
including Wiltshire and the rolling Cotswolds.
It is one of our favourite walks and a canal we
have visited more than once.
Proposals for what turned out to be the only
east-west canal in southern England were
met with great opposition from the people of
Reading, where the mob, led by the mayor,
attacked construction work, which they feared
would cost them their road business. However,
John Rennie surveyed the route aged just 29 and
it was completed to his design in 1810, after 16
years of construction.
Starting from the Thames above Reading where
the Riverside museum is housed in former
industrial buildings, the Prudential offices are
on the site used by Huntley and Palmer from
1822-1970, the world’s biggest biscuit company,
breaking fewer biscuits by using water transport.
The Scottish baronial style former prison is where
Oscar Wilde was detained in 1896, writing The
Ballad of Reading Gaol, after his release.
Initially using the course of the River Kennet the
canal passes under the M4 and through an area
of gravel pits, marsh and reedbeds, excellent for
spotting wildfowl and dragonflies. The grade
2star listed Garston Lock is interesting as a very
rare example of an early turf-sided lock. The
lock balance beams here had to be shortened
when the WWII pillbox was constructed too

close to the lock arm. The railway closely follows
the canal, making one way walking easy. It is
perhaps interesting to note that originally there
was both broad gauge and standard gauge on
the railways but standard gauge won the battle
and on one weekend in 1847 the entire line from
Penzance to Paddington was changed from
broad to standard gauge with trains running on
the new gauge by the Monday morning!
At Padworth lock, the canal-man’s cottage is now
a visitor centre with historical and wildlife trail.
Passing through the attractive village of
Hungerford the canal reaches its summit.
Water supply up to the summit soon became a
problem, so in 1812 a steam engine was installed
at Crofton to pump water from Wilton Water,
amazingly this Boulton & Watt engine is still
working today. Three years later a companion
Harvey’s engine was also installed.
After Devizes with its large market and fine
buildings, we reach the Devizes Flight, one of
the wonders of the canal system and Britain’s
longest continuous flight. The 29 locks drop the
canal 72m in 3.6km with the Caen Hill section
running down a spur of land at a 1:30 slope!
There’s a good cafe at the top of the flight from
where you can take in the magnificent view.
From here through Bradford-on-Avon and on
to Bath is quite the most interesting section with
the grade 2star listed Avoncliff Aqueduct and the
waterwheel powered Claverton pumping station.
Approaching Bath the canal passes its final
tunnel, 54m long and topped by the Georgian
Cleveland House, originally the headquarters of
the Kennet and Avon Canal company. The city
of Bath is quite delightful with its Roman spa
and fine Georgian Buildings. Jane Austen set
Persuasion and Northanger Abbey in the city.
Despite the impressive length of the Canal,
through traffic never accounted for more than
6% of the total and the waterway was never
prosperous. The situation worsened for the
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Kennet & Avon when the Great Western Railway
opened in 1841. Suddenly income halved and it
seemed likely that the canal would be converted
into a railway. Thankfully, however, this Bill was
not passed and instead, the canal was sold to the
Great Western Railway in 1852.
Although the canal was loss-making, the Great
Western Railway was legally obliged to keep it
open as long as there was some traffic on it.
After a century of decline, in the 1960s the canal
eventually fell into disrepair and parts of it were
closed to boats. The future of the waterway,
along with that of many canals, looked bleak.
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However, waterway enthusiasts and local people
flocked to the cause. The Kennet & Avon Canal
Trust was formed and, with hard work and
dedication, these volunteers gradually restored
the canal to its former glory.
In 1990 the Queen officially reopened the canal,
and since then it has gone from strength to
strength. Substantial restoration works have
been matched by the development of canalside
resources, including wildlife habitats and
moorings.
The Gongoozler

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!
Established in 1993

Based in Firle, East Sussex, Motorline is a professional,
independent car garage with a reputation for the
highest standards of service. With specialist
mechanics, the Motorline team deliver an extensive
range of garage services.
Whether your vehicle is just a few weeks old or you’re
the proud owner of a classic car.
Call us on 01273 858999 or email info@motorlineuk.co.uk

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE
CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

Wedding Car Hire
Minibus Hire

01273 813401

Chauffeur Service
Limousine Hire

EMAIL: info@chariotschauffeurs.com

Chariots, Merlins, Uckﬁeld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

Pressure Washing Service

E · INT
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0%
AVAILA
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www.pmfservices.co.uk

E

CRED

07872 170586 • pm_french85@live.co.uk

INSTALLERS OF

In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools
Hot Tubs and Swim Spas REST FR
EE

SERVICES

Surface cleaning
Driveways • Patios
Block paving • Decking
Solar panel Cleaning
Garden Maintenance
Exterior Cleaning

SEE OUR WORKING DISPLAYS AT

North Court · Lewes · East Sussex · BN7 2AR
www.gilesleisure.co.uk
01273 478454
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Hamsey Highways
Cooksbridge Level Crossing
upgrade

Please see Cllr.Baughan’s Rail report
and Environmental report for more in depth
detail.
Members from Hamsey Parish Council have
requested a Strengthening Local Relations
Meeting with East Sussex Highways to have
this and other specific issues addressed. This is
scheduled for late February.
• Case. 00402407 - A275
Cooksbridge Road, Pedestrian Island ‘block’
needs repairing. This matter has been chased
repeatedly and has now been reported again to
the Street Lighting Team for urgent repair.

• Case. 00351312 Defect to the
Southbound Carriageway of A275
adjacent to Beechwood Lane.
Hamsey Parish council have repeatedly
requested a date for when this rapidly
deterioration in the road will be fully
investigated and permanently repaired.
Unfortunately just after the Christmas period
a number of large potholes developed in the
surface of the southbound carriageway. Raising
major concerns over passing motorists having
to take avoiding action and passing close to the
traffic island causing potential risk of injury to
themselves or pedestrians attempting to cross
the road. Large chunks of road debris had also
been thrown up with some force by vehicles
passing by and could easily cause harm to
passersby or damage to cars parked in the layby.
The works were carried out promptly to refill the
potholes but the road in general is deteriorating
at a fast pace. We are awaiting a date to
investigate the issue and permanent repairs to be
carried out.
Subsidence to the edge of the left lane of Hamsey
Lane, adjacent to the entrance to Hamsey
Schools’ playing field. This has been reported
to East Sussex Highways after a local resident
kindly took photos and reported it to myself. A
report number has not come through yet but the
urgency of this matter has been pressed.
If you see anything that needs reporting please
do not hesitate to contact Hamsey Parish
Council.

The traffic island is badly damaged
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News from St Peters Offham
We are pleased to be able to announce
the appointment of a new parish priest
who will be with us for two years or so.
Her name is the Rev. Anne Dunlop and
she is currently assistant priest at a
church in Hamden Park Eastbourne.
She has spent much of her life in Exeter where she
was ordained and served as an assistant priest at
the cathedral but has moved back to Eastbourne
to be nearer her family. There will be a special
service to licence and welcome Anne on Saturday
February 15th. This is excellent news and I am
sure the parish residents will welcome Anne,
when she moves into the vicarage.
CHRISTMAS
Both the villages churches were extremely well
attended for the Christmas services. Hamsey
Carols was as usually a wonderfully atmospheric
occasion, and everyone enjoyed the carol singing
and readings.
Both the Nine Lessons and Carols and the
Christmas Day services at St Peters were taken
by the Rev Judith Egar. It was particularly
wonderful to see such a good turnout on
Christmas day, everyone agreed, that it had been
an excellent service.

SERVICES
Every Sunday 10.30am Family Communion
26th February Ash Wednesday 12.00
22nd March 10.30am Mothering Sunday all
children very welcome, posies will be given out
09th April Maundy Thursday 8.00pm
11th April Good Friday 10.30 am
13th April Easter Day 10.30am
LENTEN LUNCH
We will be holding our annual Lenten Lunch on
Ash Wednesday, 26th February at Midday. It will
be a simple meal consisting of soup,bread,cheese
and fruit.
Let Chris Glover (01273 400981) know if you
wish to attend.
To arrange baptisms, weddings, blessings,
the renewal of marriage vows, funerals, sick
communion etc. or to discuss any pastoral
matter please contact the Churchwarden,
Roland Gough, on 01273 486510, email:
stpetersoffham@gmail.com or Caroline
Featherstone on 01273 477151, Caroline can
also arrange hall bookings.

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 1 February 10-3pm
PTA Cafe for Seedy Saturday
Lewes Town Hall

Thursday 12 March – 7.15pm
Parish council meeting
Beechwood Hall

Monday 10 February 2.00 pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Brian Costall on’The Story of
Rupert Bear’
Offham Church Hall

Saturday 14 March – 2pm
Annual Jumble Sale
Beechwood Hall

Saturday 15 February 11.30am
Licensing service for Rev.
Anne Dunlop
St.Peter’s Church, Offham
Monday 9 March. 2.00 pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Katy Bourne OBE Sussex Police and Crime
Commissioner
Offham Church Hall

Monday 6 April. 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Trevor Weeks on the work of
East Sussex Wildlife Rescue
Service Offham Church Hall
Friday 24 April
PTA Curry and Bingo
Barcombe Village Hall
Monday 11 May. 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Tea Chat and Quiz
Offham Church Hall

Thursday 14 May – 7.00pm
Annual meeting of the
Beechwood Hall trustees
Beechwood Hall
Thursday 14 May – 7.15 pm
Annual meeting for parish
residents
Beechwood Hall
Thursday 14 May – 7.30pm
Annual parish council
meeting
Beechwood Hall
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ADVANCED WARNING
Ash Dieback - WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
Lewes District Council is working with the
Forestry Commission to tackle the scourge of
ash dieback. You may be aware the country is
in the grip of an ash dieback plague that some
forecast to wipe out 95% of ash trees in the UK.
The deadly airborne fungus has spread rapidly
and has now left trees in Lewes, including
many in your neighbourhood, dead or dying. A
diseased tree becomes dangerous, with branches
or the tree itself at risk of falling onto roads,
footpaths and property. Currently there is no
preventative treatment available.
The gravity of the situation in Lewes town is
exacerbated by the location of the trees affected
by ash dieback. Many of the trees are positioned
next to the A275, Offham Road and Nevill Road.
They present a very real danger to road users,
anyone walking in the vicinity and in some
cases, local homes.
Working closely with the Forestry Commission
we know which trees must be removed as a
matter of urgency. The operation can only take
place during the winter months, outside of the
main nesting and breeding season.

Road Closures and Traffic Control
Where: A275 Offham Road, North of the
Landport Fork
When Closed: Monday 24 February 2020 to
Friday 28 (possibly also Sat 29th) between
09:30am to 15:00. Diversions will be in place.
The road will reopen overnight between the
hours 15:00 to 09:30 but will be single lane only
and controlled by static traffic lights. It should be
noted that pedestrian access will also be closed.
Where: The Nevill Road (Between the
Racecourse Motor Road and the Landport Fork)
When Closed: Monday 2 March 2020 - between
09:30am to 15:00. Diversions will be in place.
The road will reopen overnight between the
hours 15:00 to 09:30 but will be single lane only
and controlled by static traffic lights.
Where: The Offham Road south of the Landport
Fork (between the Landport Fork and King
Henrys Road)
When: Week commencing 2 March 2020 will be
controlled by manned traffic lights.
Footpaths and Bridleway Temporary Closures
Where: The footpath and steps between
Bloise Road and Offham Road (Footpath 46),
and the path between Offham Road and Hill
Road/Wallands School (Footpath 35) and the
Bridleway Hill Road to the racecourse Motor
Road (Bridleway 19)
When Closed: will also be closed from Monday
24th to Friday March 6th

Emergency Tree Works Road Closures
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Tea Time Trivia
Select the best answer for each of the following questions.

1. According to legend, tea was first discovered by whom?
a. by Tutankhamun, Pharaoh of Egypt
c. by Charles Grey, Earl of Bergamot
b. by Shennong, Emperor of China
d. by Fiacre, patron saint of medicinal herbs
2. Herbal, spice, and floral “teas” are more accurately known as tisanes, infusions, and
decoctions. All true teas come from the plant Camellia sinensis. They include black,
green, white, and all but which of the following?
a. yellow
b. Chamomile
c. Oolong
d. Pu-erh
3. In 1773, a group of American patriots dressed as Native Americans threw 342 chests of
tea into the Boston Harbor. Why?
a. to protest the poor quality of tea
c. to protest the British tea tax
b. to celebrate God’s bountiful blessings d. to counteract an algae bloom in the bay
4. American Thomas Sullivan invented the tea bag in 1908. Of what were those original
tea bags made?
a. rice paper
b. cotton muslin
c. waxed parchment d. hand-sewn silk
5. In 1930, William McKerchor introduced the CTC manufacturing method, which made
tea more affordable by speeding up the production process. What does CTC refer to?
a. Crush, Tear, Curl
c. Cold Tea Compress
b. Controlled Toasting Conveyer
d. Cut, Trim, Crate
6. Tea is the second most consumed beverage on earth. What’s the first?
a.milk
b. beer
c. Coca Cola
d. water
7. China is the top tea growing country by weight. What is the top tea exporting country
by value?
a. United Kingdom b. India
c. Kenya
d. Sri Lanka
8. On average, US citizens use ½ lb. of tea annually as opposed to the 7 lbs. of tea a year
consumed by natives of the country with the highest per capita consumption rate:
a. Turkey
b. United Kingdom
c. Morocco
d. Russia
9. In Morocco, it is customary to offer guests at least three cups of tea per visit. What do
these three cups symbolize?
a. life, love, and death
c. eating, drinking, and merrymaking
b. laughter, luxury, and longevity
d. sun, moon, and stars
10. In Tibet, black tea is traditionally served with what mixed into it?
a. cinnamon and sugar
c. turmeric and lemon
b. yak butter and salt
d. sweetened condensed milk
11. Pu-erh tea is grown in the Yunnan province of China and sold in brick-like cakes.
Ounce for ounce, some pu-erh is even more expensive than gold. Why?
a. it’s wrapped in 14-ct gold foil
c. aging/fermenting process takes so long
b. its scarcity drives the price up
d. all of the above
© 2019 by Jennifer Flanders. For more free printable trivia quizzes, please visit www.flandersfamily.info

Answers page 30
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Regular Events Offham Church Hall
All details from Caroline Featherstone 01273
477151 or Stpetersoffham@gmail.com
Every Sunday
10.15 am Sunday Club
All children very welcome

Thursday mornings including school holidays
10 to 11-30am Toddler Tunes
Singing, dancing, toys, drinks and lots of fun–
All under 5s very welcome (only £3 each per
session)

Second Sunday in the month 5.30pm
Hamsey Harmony
Informal Singing Group
Details from Julie Nye 07972 191932
www.julienye.org

Second Monday in the month 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Tea, Chat and Talks for all retired members of
our community villages
Contact Judith on 07889 281214 or Caroline
01273 477151 for more details

Tuesdays
9.15 – 10.45 am
Yoga with Amber Ward
(01273 891594/07795 170803)
7.30pm (School Term time only)
Pilates with Amy (07812 346112)

Thursday mornings ( including most school
holidays)
10am-11.30 Toddler Tunes
Singing, dancing toys and lots of FUN
All under 5s very welcome

Regular Events Beechwood Hall
Monday evenings
Brain & Body yoga.
1 hour classes with Claire Alexander Moore at
7.30pm: £8 drop in Body & Brain classes are a
form of energy yoga.
www.bodynbrain.co.uk
Tuesdays 10.15 – 11.15am
Little Learners classes
For 5 months – 5 years
Tuesdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys :
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles :
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
elementslewes@gmail.com
07552372089 – Younis
Tuesday evenings from 7pm
Choir practice
New members always welcome
Wednesday evenings 7.30pm
Elements martial arts – adult class

Thursday mornings 9.30-10.30am
Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Sprite Yoga. A class with yoga postures
designed to build strength, resilience and
mobility in the body, linked together in
accessible sequences. Classes are suitable
for all. Mats provided. £10 drop in or pay
for a block of 6 classes. Contact Tamsin
on 07774397269 or book online www.
spriteyoga.com
Thursdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys :
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles :
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
elementslewes@gmail.com
07552372089 – Younis
Friday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie
Every 2nd Sunday in the month 9am - 12pm.
‘Slow Sunday Mornings’ with Amber Ward.
Yoga, breathing practices and meditation.
Suitable for everybody. £20. Contact
Amber 07795 170803 / 01273 801594
ambertheward@hotmail.com

Tea Time Trivia answes: 1.b 2.b. 3.c 4.d 5.a 6.d 7.d 8.a 9.a 10.b 11.c

Details from Kate 0744 3849839
Monday mornings from 9.30 am
Yoga with Robin
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Bring along your damaged clothes,
broken electrical appliances, bicycles,
china, jewellery and more!
Save money and help save resources
to care for our environment.
THE 2020 REPAIR CAFES ARE ON

18 January * 15 February * 21 March
18 April * 16 May * 20 June * 18 July *
19 September * 17 October
21 November * 19 December
From 2 - 5pm

At the Landport Community Hub,
Landport Road, Lewes BN7 2SU

Have a cuppa and some cake
d
with your community,
Coul a
e
while you wait.
you b eer?
t
n
All welcome!
volu
you!

eed
We n ail us at:

Repair Cafés are a worldwide movement where volunteer
experts repair things free of charge
(although donations are welcome).

e@
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s
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w
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lewesrepaircafe@gmail.com
LRC is a project of go local CIC, Reg No.6683392. Supported by Lewes Town Council

BE A RESPONSIBLE DOG WALKER

TAKE THE LEAD
southdowns.gov.uk/takethelead

KEEP YOUR DOG ON THE LEAD
NEAR LIVESTOCK

STICK TO THE PATH TO AVOID
GROUND NESTING BIRDS

BAG AND BIN YOUR DOG POO
– ANY BIN WILL DO

DO NOT ENTER MILITARY LAND
WHEN RED FLAGS ARE FLYING

