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Hi everyone, 

I would like to start off by saying thank you 
to Jane Baldwin, who helped me with the 
magazine.  Jane has now stepped down due to 
other commitments and I would like to welcome 
Natalie Kinch who is now helping me.

If you have any ideas to contribute please do get 
in touch with either of us. The deadline for the 
Summer Issue is 9th July. 

Following the success of our family fun day last 
June, we are hoping to hold another fun day in 
August so if you would like to help or have some 
ideas about what you would like to see please let 
me or Nat know. 

I look forward to hearing from you all. 

Kate 
katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk.

Hello everyone, my name is Natalie.
I’ve lived in 
Cooksbridge for 
12 years with my 
husband and three 
children, all of whom 
have attended our 
lovely little local 
School -Hamsey 
Community Primary. 
I’m a trustee for 
Beechwood Hall and a 

Parish Councillor too. 

I’m very honoured to have been asked to join 
the Hamsey News team and look forward 
to connecting with you all via the Hamsey 
newsletter.

cupcake123@talktalk.net

Welcome to the Spring Edition 
of the Hamsey News

If your driveway is looking tired or 
you’re in need of a newly designed 

patio we’ve got just the remedy.
We’ll take your ideas and with our 

experience transform your outdoor 
space into a stunning extension of 
your home. Our fantastic team are 

well regarded in the local area.

Enhancing your
outdoor space

M: 07792 369807
T: 01444 456809

hardypaving@gmail.com
hardypavingltd.co.uk

■ PATIOS
■ DRIVEWAYS
■ TURFING

HARD LANDSCAPING SPECIALISTS 

Because every life is unique

42 High Street, Lewes  |  01435 862 833

Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors
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CVS TYRES LTD

01273 307831
07720 294941
07434 359961

MOBILE TYRE FITTING SERVICE

cvs.tyres@hotmail.co.uk
! www.facebook.com/cvstyres
www.cvstyres.co.uk

• WE COME TO YOUR HOME OR WORK
• PUNCTURE REPAIRS
• COMPETITIVE PRICES
• WORKSHOP FACILITIES AVAILABLE

FULLY INSURED

• Garden design & waterscapes
• Paving & driveways
• Decking & fencing
• Pond maintenance
• Planting & tree work 

Landscape
Gardeners 
Landscape
Gardeners 

01273 84328301273 843283
www.standens.net
info@standens.net
www.standens.net
info@standens.net

For friendly advice and a free quote, please contact: 

Tiling • Slating • Complete re-roofs • Lead work
Flat roofs • Roof repairs • Chimneys lowered or rebuilt

Feel free to explore our website at www.accrbs.co.uk 
or take a look at our comments at www.checkatrade.com

Call Jason today  on 01323 325780 or 07955 511400 
Email jason@accrbs.co.uk

Efficient, friendly 
service from your 
local Electrician

LOCAL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICIAN, RELIABLE & 

EFFICIENT SERVICE, FREE QUOTES.
Contact Nick on:

07578 277 483
n.holmeselectrical@gmail.com

the Lewes Seamstress
E S T.  2 0 0 5

Nina Murden

Also Professional Repairs and Alterations Service.

I A N  M A N K I N
M A D E  I N  B R I TA I N

Andy West Decorating

 • Interior & Exterior Work
 • Commercial Paintwork
 • Domestic Decorating

For more information call on 

07905 842996



Hamsey NEWS6

COUNCIL ELECTIONS
All seven serving parish councillors put 
themselves forward to represent the interests of 
Hamsey parish residents and all were elected 
unapposed. Parish councillors are volunteers 
and receive no funding other than to cover any 
expenses incurred whilst on council business.

The role requires time and a commitment to 
serve all members of the parish, helping to 
deliver services and projects that meet local 
needs. Councillors are expected to attend 6 full 
council meetings each year as well as the annual 
parish meeting, committee and community 
meetings. Members of the council are also 
expected to get involved with community 
projects such as litter clearance, parish events 
and fundraising. All parish councillors have to 
sign up to a code of conduct and would have 
to attend at least one training course in order 
to understand the powers and duties that local 
councils have. Our sincere thanks go to the 
residents who have agreed to take this role on 
for another 4 years.
_______________________________________

MEETINGS
The Annual parish meeting will take place on 
May 16th at 7pm before the annual council 
meeting.

The parish Council will meet on May 16th 
following the parish meeting and again on July 
11th, September 12th, November 7th. All at 
Beechwood Hall from 7.15pm. Residents are 
welcome to attend these meetings and there are 
15 minutes at the start of every meeting to raise 
anything with the council.
_______________________________________

MOWING OF VERGES
Following the decision by East Sussex County 
Council to reduce all verge mowing to just 2 
cuts each year, Hamsey parish council has taken 
the decision to pay for 4 extra cuts to the verges 
within Cooksbridge and Offham villages. 

You can find out when the grass is due to 
be cut through the ESCC website: www.
eastsussexhighways.com/grass-cutting.

The rural stretches of the parish will still receive 
two cuts provided by ESCC and any residents 
who feel that overgrown verges are becoming a 
danger – perhaps due to impaired visibility at 
road junctions – should report this to ESCC and 
also to the parish council so that councillors can 
follow up any requests for extra cutting.
_______________________________________

PLANNING
SDNP/19/00747/HOUS Toll Cottage The 
Street Offham - Roof extension with a 3 pane 
bifold door set and three sky lights. The parish 
council had no objection to this application.

SDNP/19/00618/FUL Offham Farm The 
Street Offham - Change of use and conversion 
of redundant pig barn to accommodate a 
new farm shop. Use of existing farm shop for 
ancillary purposes including a staff rest area and 
storage of agricultural equipment.The parish 
council had no objection to this application. 

SDNP/19/00619/FUL Offham Farm The 
Street Offham - Formation of new agricultural 
access. Hamsey parish council objects to 
this application on grounds of concerns over 
highway safety. 

SDNP/19/00540/HOUS Woodcock Cottage, 
The Street, Offham - Internal alterations and 
demolition of existing extension roof and walls 
and construction of new single storey extension. 
The parish council had no objection to this 
application.

LW/18/1018 Springles Barn, Annexe , Town 
Littleworth Road - Internal refurbishment 
and extension of existing residential annexe as 
holiday let accommodation and construction 
of new timber garage building elsewhere on 

Parish News
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site – The parish council had no objection to this 
application.

SDNP/18/06575/FUL Lower Tulleys Wells 
Farm, Beechwood Lane - Construction of 
an earth banked farmyard manure store – 
The parish council had no objection to this 
application.

LW/19/0053 Highwell, The Drove, Offham 
- Proposed non material amendment alteration 
to elevations in relation to planning refs 
LW/17/0758 AND LW/17/0759 – The parish 
council had no objection to this application.

LW/19/0052 Highwell, The Drove Offham 
- Minor amendments to previously consented 
scheme to provide single story rear extension 
with no loss of historic fabric.–The parish 
council had no objection to this application.

SDNP/19/00173/HOUS The Old 
Wheelwrights Shop, Offham - Installation of 
windows and doors to external elevation of the 

existing garage block. Removal of up and over 
doors. The parish council had no objection to 
this application.
_______________________________________

PLANNING MATTERS:
DECISIONS BY LDC OR SDNP
LW/18/0633The Orchard, North End Lane, 
Hamsey - Erection of a detached three bedroom 
house – granted

LW/18/0879 33 Chandlers Mead, 
Cooksbridge, BN8 4SZ, Single storey 
bathroom extension and associated alterations– 
granted.

SDNP/18/05982 Picketts, Ditchling Road, 
Offham BN7 3QW - Internal renovation 
including: removal and relocation of internal 
modern partition walls, new door way, new 
bathrooms including two new external SVP’s, 
new doors, cleaning of timber beams, new wet 
overlay underfloor heating, new floor finishes - 
granted.

01825 723556 or 07542 508341

For a free quotation  
please contact Gary by phone or 
gwardplastering@outlook.com

All aspects  
of plastering  
and property 
maintenance 
covered
Based in Newick,  
East Sussex

➤
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LW/18/0853 Nursery Cottage 
Cooksbridge Road Cooksbridge 
- Ground floor rear extension to link 
garage to house – granted

LW/18/06337/FUL Hamsey Level Crossing , 
The Drove, Offham, Installation of two red light 
violation cameras at Hamsey level crossing, 
together with ancillary signage – granted 

LW/19/0070 Knights Court South Road South 
Common : Erection of Foul Water Rising Main 
Facility associated with Planning Application 
References LW/17/0030 and LW/18/0850. - 
refused 

LW/18/0791/ LW/18/0792 Shelleys Folly, 
Deadmantree Hill, Barcombe - Retain 
and regularise unauthorised works already 
undertaken and undertake additional correctional 
works at Shelley’s Folly Cottages.-granted

Parish councillors have met with the developers 
at Chatfields and checked that planting is in 
accordance with the development plan.

They had queried a missing section 
and boundary fence to the North of 
the site. Planting is now complete. 
The buffer planting, shrubs, trees, 
and hedgerow are to remain as 

a permanent feature of the site and will be 
maintained by a management company set up 
on behalf of the residents. 

The parish council has asked for clarification on 
parking spaces, which were supposed to be for 
residents of the cottages on the A275.
_______________________________________

DOWNSVIEW CAR PARK
The parish council are still waiting on a response 
from LDC to the survey on safety issues carried 
out re:Downsview car park. A resident had 
disturbed an individual syphoning fuel from a 
vehicle in the car park. Police took forensics from 
a dropped fuel can and have arrested the suspect.

The parish council has purchased a mobile cctv 
camera that could be loaned to any resident 
suffering from persistent anti-social behaviour 
problems.

➤

The parish council has been contacted by a 
number of residents wanting allotments in 
the parish. 

The allotments in Cooksbridge are managed by 
Strutt and Parker of Lewes and presently all the 
allotments are taken and there is a short waiting 
list.

Do you have an allotment? 

Are you finding it a struggle to keep on 
top of it?

Contact Hamsey parish council: clerk@
hamsey.net or any parish councillor 
and we will put you in touch with local 
residents who would very much like to 
share your allotment with you.

This could make the work easier for 
both parties and be socially rewarding.

Allotment News
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TRAIN SERVICE 
The Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group 
continues to meet with senior managers at 
GTR to identify opportunities to enhance the 
weekday train service and introduce services at 
weekends. The company has already committed 
to stop the weekday 15.16 from Victoria from 
December, thus providing an afternoon return 
service within the time window for a “super 
saver” ticket. 

Happily the weekday service “blockades” are 
now over and the last scheduled weekend 
closure is Sunday 5th May. The replacement bus 
service operated reasonably well, but with at 
least one unfortunate exception. 
Performance is generally good and all train 
operators are now moving to a one minute 
definition of “lateness”, from the current 5 
minute criterion. Currently 72.5% of GTR 
services arrive within 1 minute and 87.3% 
within 5 minutes. 

There are no changes to Cooksbridge services 
in the summer timetable, effective from May 
19th, but there are major enhancements to the 
Thameslink services from Haywards Heath. 
Overcrowding is a very real issue on some 
services.

We are told that there is no additional rolling 
stock available, but GTR is undertaking a review 
to ensure that it makes best use of what it has. 
_______________________________________

STATION 
With the coming of spring comes the need to 
maintain the gardens. The first session is Sunday 
12th May and then Sunday 9th June. Please get 
in touch if you can help. 

During the service blockades the treads on the 
footbridge were renewed and the bridge deep 
cleaned. The white and yellow lines along the 
platforms were repainted, as was the canopy 
on Platform 2. The ticket vending machine is 
operating reliably. 

The Station Partnership has opened a dialogue 
with GTR to improve access for travellers with 
mobility issues. This would involve reducing 
the gradient of the path up to Platform 1 and 
providing ramps on both platforms for easier 
access to trains. GTR has rejected both requests 
but we continue to lobby the company. 
_______________________________________

TRAVELLER NUMBERS  
For the 12 months 2017/18 there were 39044 
“entries and exits” at Cooksbridge station, 
an increase of 5% on the previous year. This 
underestimates both actual usage and the 
considerable potential should a full service be 
provided. Both periods were also affected by 
industrial action and other disruptions.

To ensure we retain existing services and to 
enhance the case for additional services, it is 
important that, where practical, travellers use 
Cooksbridge rather than adjacent stations. 

robert.baughan@btinternet.com
kfroude@btopenworld.com
iginn@btinternet.com 
Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group 

News from 
Cooksbridge 
Station
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Since the last report, there 
has been some progress made 
with the resolution of one long 
standing issue.

Five new items were reported, with 
two of these already resolved. During 
this period, a Strengthening Local 
Relationships meeting was held with 
East Sussex Highways on 13th February 
2019, at which the opportunity was 
taken to review performance over the 
past year, to seek clear commitments 
for the resolution of safety related 
items and to identify opportunities to 
further enhance our effective working 
relationship. 

A brief summary of the status of 
current highways issues involving East 
Sussex Highways is provided below:

ISSUES RESOLVED SINCE LAST 
REPORT

• Case 167567 - Bridge railings at North End  
Reported to East Sussex Highways for resolution 
on 22-10-17. After significant correspondence 
and lobbying for this repair to be carried out, 
the bridge railings were finally repaired by East 
Sussex Highways on 05-02-19.

• Case 317213 - Pothole on A275 near 
entrance to Downsview carpark, 
Cooksbridge. 
Reported to East Sussex Highways for resolution 
on 27-01-19, this pothole on the A275 in the 
centre of Cooksbridge was repaired on 08-02-19. 

• Case 00335302 - Potholes on Hamsey Lane 
and The Drove.
Reported to East Sussex Highways for resolution 
on 16-03-19, these potholes were repaired by 
02-04-19.

PENDING ISSUES 

• Case 207892 – 
Damage to footpath 
between Cooksbridge 
and Offham – Reported 
to East Sussex Highways 
for resolution on 20-02-
18.

The damage caused to the 
footpath by a contractor’s 

vehicle has been raised on many occasions with 
East Sussex Highways and on 25-04-18 they 
advised that the local Highway Steward had 
inspected the site and, although they have noted 
areas where the pavement is ‘untidy’, these were 
not at the level at which they were causing a 
safety issue. 

Representatives from Hamsey Parish Council 
met on 27-06-18 with Cllr. Sheppard of East 
Sussex County Council and the local Highway 
Steward when we jointly inspected the damaged 
footpath and explained our position that 
repairs must be undertaken given the safety 
implications alongside the busy A275 road. Cllr. 
Sheppard agreed to escalate this issue within 
East Sussex County Council for resolution. We 
wrote again on 25-08-18, alerting East Sussex 
Highways to the fact that significant vegetation 
is now growing through the broken surface of 
this footpath, thereby further increasing the risk 
to users. 

Following a further exchange of correspondence 
and additional lobbying by local residents, 
East Sussex Highways wrote to Hamsey Parish 
Council on 11-09-18 advising that one of their 
engineers has inspected the path and has asked 
that the path is considered for larger scale works 
in the next financial year. They also advised 
that the local Highway Steward will continue to 
monitor the pavement and, should there be any 
safety issues, arrange for the appropriate repairs 
to take place.

Hamsey Highways



11Hamsey NEWS
Following a further communication to Cllr. 
Sheppard of East Sussex County Council on 
08-10-18, pointing out the deteriorating state 
of the footpath and the urgent need for this 
safety related issue to be addressed, we have now 
written to our local MP Maria Caulfield to seek 
her assistance. Maria Caulfield raised the matter 
with Rupert Clubb, Director of Communities, 
Economy and Transport at East Sussex County 
Council, who in turn investigated with East 
Sussex Highways. We received an update from 
Maria Caulfield on 21-11-18 advising that the 
local Highway Steward carried out an inspection 
on 05-11-18 and had arranged for siding works 
to take place between these junctions to improve 
the accessibility of this footway. 

The outstanding repairs to this footpath were 
raised at the meeting held with East Sussex 
Highways on 13-02-19 when they confirmed 
that these repairs have now been added to the 
current list of planned works. Furthermore, East 
Sussex Highways stated that they would inform 
Hamsey Parish Council of the date for these 
works as soon as it is scheduled.

• Case 250259 - Damaged / decaying wooden 
posts at junction of A275 and Beechwood 
Lane – Reported to East Sussex Highways for 
resolution on 31-05-18. We took the opportunity 
to discuss this issue with Cllr. Sheppard of East 
Sussex County Council and the local Highway 
Steward during their visit to Cooksbridge on 
27-06-18.

It was explained 
to us that, due to 
financial constraints, 
individual missing 
or decaying posts 
could be replaced 
by East Sussex 
Highways with a 
plastic alternative 
and this is something 
that Hamsey Parish 
Council could 
consider as an 
option.

We are now exploring potential options to 
arrange to procure and install replacement 
wooden posts to match those existing.

• Case 260218 – Damaged fencing on A275 
between the Chalkpit Inn (Curry Cottage) 
and Landport Fork – Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 02-07-18. At the 
meeting of 13-02-19, it was explained that East 
Sussex Highways are currently in the process 
of determining the ownership of this fence, 
through a land-search. We reminded East Sussex 
Highways that this issue was first reported on 
02-07-18 and that on 18-07-18 we were advised 
that a permanent repair to the fence is being 
arranged but that they do not currently have a 
date for the works.

Whilst we offered to assist with providing 
information on ownership of this fence, if 
available, East Sussex Highways were requested 
again to provide a date for the repair of this 
fence given the serious safety implications for 
anyone falling down the steep bank on the 
eastern side. East Sussex Highways will provide 
a date to Hamsey Parish Council for the planned 
works to repair this fence as soon as known. 

• Defect to southbound carriageway of 
A275 adjacent to traffic island to north of 
Beechwood Lane – Reported to East Sussex 
Highways for resolution on 02-07-18. There is 
a defect (a depression in the road surface) that 
could be associated with drainage issues at this 
location and the opportunity was taken to raise 
this issue with Cllr. Sheppard of East Sussex 
County Council and the local Highway Steward 
during their visit Cooksbridge on 27-06-18. 

At the meeting of 13-02-19, it was agreed that 
this defect in the road surface is deteriorating 
and a resultant pothole in this location has 
recently been patched. The local Highway 
Steward confirmed that he is aware of the need 
to arrange for the repair of this defect as soon 
as possible and will put it forward for inclusion 
on the list of pending works. A date for repair of 
this defect is still to be advised.

➤
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• Case 1075067 - Provision of a ‘No 
Through Road’ sign for Malthouse 
Way, Cooksbridge – An issue has 
been highlighted with the significant 
number of motorists who divert into 
Malthouse Way, Cooksbridge from the A275. 
This is particularly the case for northbound 
traffic when approaching Cooksbridge level 
crossing with the barriers down, in the 
expectation that Malthouse Way may be an 
alternative diversionary route. As Malthouse 
Way is a cul-de-sac, these motorists then have 
to perform a three point turn at the end of 
Malthouse Way before retracing their route back 
to the A275.

This unnecessary traffic is a potential safety 
hazard to young children who often play in this 
area as well as a cause of airborne and audible 
pollution to residents. 

This issue was discussed at the meeting with 
East Sussex Highways on 13-02-19 and has 
since been raised by them with the appropriate 
department within Lewes District Council for 
resolution. 
_______________________________________

NEW ISSUES
• Case 338496 - Roadside damage from 
Lewes to South Chailey – Reported to East 
Sussex Highways for resolution on 25-03-19. 
A tractor passed through Cooksbridge in a 
northbound direction along the A275 during the 
early hours of 24-03-19 causing damage to street 
furniture including road signs, bollards and 
telegraph poles. Some initial temporary repairs 
to road signs have been undertaken by East 
Sussex Highways but a number of items are still 
to be addressed. 

• Diversions associated with the closure 
of Cooksbridge level crossing - There was 
a planned closure of the level crossing at 
Cooksbridge throughout the weekends of 
2nd/3rd March and 9th/10th March associated 
with the Network Rail works to upgrade the level 
crossing. Accordingly, East Sussex Highways 
arranged for formal signed traffic diversions via 
the A26 and A272. 

However, despite the implementation 
of the above measures, we were 
concerned and frustrated to note the 
significant and unsustainable level of 
traffic using The Drove, Hamsey Lane, 

Beechwood Lane and Wickham Lane during 
these weekend closures of Cooksbridge level 
crossing, again causing significant inconvenience 
to local residents and further damage to the 
environment, principally the verges of the lanes 
affected. Furthermore, bridge railings on The 
Drove were damaged and a significant number 
of new potholes appeared due to the intensity of 
traffic during these diversions (see Case 335302 
and Case 335303 above).

Although to our knowledge there are no further 
daytime closures of Cooksbridge level crossing 
currently planned, Hamsey Parish Council has 
requested that East Sussex Highways consider 
as a matter of urgency what additional measures 
can be put in place to prevent a recurrence of 
this unacceptable situation in the event of any 
future closures of Cooksbridge level crossing.

During the meeting with East Sussex Highways 
on 13-02-19, the following issues were also 
raised:

• Resurfacing of A275 through Offham – The 
Highway Steward confirmed that he is aware of 
the need for re-surfacing of the A275 through 
Offham given the number of potholes that 
occur on this section of road and is putting this 
forward for inclusion on the list of pending 
works.

On 05-04-19, Hamsey Parish Council were 
informed that this work is now planned to be 
undertaken from 23-04-19 and is due to last 
for 6 nights. Hamsey Parish Council will be 
seeking more details from East Sussex Highways 
of the planned arrangements for these works, 
including access for local residents and measures 
to ensure that appropriate communications / 
diversionary signage are put in place for general 
traffic utilising the A275. 

➤
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• Measures to prevent collisions with 
stationary vehicles parked on A275 in 
Cooksbridge - Following a serious road accident 
in April 2018, outside the Old Malthouse in 
Cooksbridge, where a parked vehicle was 
propelled through the front of Bouverie Cottage, 
Hamsey Parish Council had written to East 
Sussex Highways with respect to potential safety 
measures that could be implemented to prevent 
a recurrence. The email was redirected to the 
Traffic Safety team who would be in touch once 
they had looked into the crash. We are still 
hoping to hear back about measures that could 
be taken, perhaps including reduced speeds, to 
try to improve safety for these roadside residents 
and their homes. East Sussex Highways agreed to 
review this issue and respond accordingly.

• Assessment of safety measures for vehicles 
pulling out of Downsview carpark onto A275 
- Due to issues of reduced visibility, and the 

location of the nearby traffic island, we explained 
that it can be very difficult to pull out safely from 
the car park of Downsview Cottages onto the 
A275. East Sussex Highways agreed to look into 
potential measures to address this issue.
_______________________________________

GENERAL
Hamsey Parish Council continues to maintain a 
positive relationship with East Sussex Highways 
and we look forward to continuing to work in 
partnership during 2019 to ensure that highways 
issues affecting Hamsey parish are appropriate 
addressed. 

For any issues requiring the attention of East 
Sussex Highways, please don’t hesitate to let 
me know. I will add the details to our log and 
ensure that they are raised with the appropriate 
department. 

Councillor Robert Baughan

Cooksbridge Level Crossing Upgrade 
A quick update on the Cooksbridge level 
crossing upgrade works being undertaken 
by Network Rail and their contractor Atkins.  

As you will be aware, after nine days of intensive 
work including two weekend closures of the 
A275, the new equipment at Cooksbridge level 
crossing successfully entered into service on the 
morning of 11th March 2019 as planned. 

The new level crossing installation provides a 
much improved and safer environment for all 
users and hopefully will be seen as a significant 
enhancement to the centre of Cooksbridge. 

Due to the postponement by Network Rail of the 
main re-signalling works for the Lewes area (of 
which the Cooksbridge level crossing upgrade 
is part) there will still be another small stage to 

undertake to transfer control of the level crossing 
equipment from Lewes to Three Bridges, via 
the new electronic system in the relocatable 
equipment building (REB). The impact of these 
works on us at Cooksbridge should be minimal 
and I will endeavour to obtain the scope / date for 
these works as soon as it is known and advise our 
community accordingly.
In the meantime, the tidy-up at Cooksbridge is 
now well underway following commissioning of 
the level crossing equipment, with the Atkins site 
compound now removed and work proceeding 
on addressing snagging issues. Hamsey Parish 
Council is working closely with Network Rail 
to ensure that all damage caused to pathways, 
verges, fencing, etc by the works is repaired and 
restored to at least as good a condition as that 
existing before the works were undertaken. 

I trust that this update is of assistance but please 
don’t hesitate to contact me if any of the above 
requires clarification or you have any additional 
concerns that you would like me to raise with 
Network Rail.

Councillor Robert Baughan
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RECENT MEETINGS
We have brightened up a dreary winter with 
our usual very varied programme. 

As always it was very good to have another visit 
from our very good friend Patsy Bailey. We love 
being entertained by her wonderful dancing and 
with her encouragement many of us joined in 
(definitely no photographs exist of the Monday 
Club version of the Can-can!!). In March Debbie 
Twitchen gave an enthralling account of her 
work with Landport Food Bank. She left with a 
car full of grocery donations from members and 
we hope to continue such a worthwhile link. 

Then there was yet another fascinating afternoon 
in April when our own Michael Bird told us 
about his bee keeping exploits (you’ll have seen 
his hives dotted around Hamsey and Offham 
and his busy honey producers buzzing around!).
_______________________________________

THE ANNUAL COACH TRIP TO 
CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Plans are well underway for the annual Monday 
Club (and friends!) coach trip to Chichester 

Festival Theatre which is now booked for the 
2.30 matinee on Wednesday July 24.

This year’s show is Oklahoma- it’s such a popular 
choice that the theatre Box Office tells me that 
virtually all performances are sold out. 

At the time of writing I still have a very few seats 
available at £20 each so do please get in touch 
with me on 07889 281214 if you would like 
one. It’s always a really fun day out. 

AN OPEN INVITATION
Just a reminder that the Monday Afternoon 
Club is open to all retired members of our 
community. We’re a very friendly group so do 
pop along and join us on the second Monday 
of the month- 2pm in the Church Hall. Lifts 
are always available- contact Caroline 01273 
477151 or myself 07889 281214 to arrange 
one. Forthcoming meetings include a return 
visit by Ian Everest (always an extremely popular 
speaker) on May 13 talking about Shepherds of 
the South Downs - their lives and times.

On June 10 we shall be welcoming Joel from 
the Brighton branch of the Emmaus Trust and 
on July 8 it will be the meeting we all especially 
look forward - Afternoon Tea in Caroline’s lovely 
garden.

I do hope lots of readers of Hamsey News will 
be able to come to some or all of these (and it 
goes without saying that churchgoers and non 
churchgoers are equally welcome). Looking 
forward to seeing you there!

Judith Bastide

Monday Afternoon Club 
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Maria 
Caulfield is the 
Conservative 
MP for Lewes. 
 

I have written 
before about the 
poor availability 
of broadband and 
mobile phone 
signals in the 
constituency. 

As the world becomes more dependent on 
digital technology the lack of access to a signal 
is leaving communities behind. It is not just 
businesses in rural areas that will benefit from 
improved broadband, but also local residents.

Last week I, along with a number of MPs met 
with Ofcom to push for progress and to discuss 
local broadband and mobile coverage concerns 
as many rural areas in the constituency are 
still not getting anywhere near the level of 
broadband connectivity or mobile phone signal 
that they are entitled to.

Indeed, when I travel across many rural parts of 
the constituency my mobile phone signal drops 
out completely in places like Alfriston, Dtichling 
or Wivelsfield.

There is hope however as to combat the hard 
to reach areas the Government is introducing 

the Universal Service Obligation (USO) for 
Broadband next year. This will give consumers 
and businesses the right to request a broadband 
connection capable of delivering download 
speeds of at least 10 Mbit/s and upload speeds of 
at least 1 Mbit/s.

These speeds are sufficient to allow several 
people in the same house to browse the internet, 
make video calls or watch HD movies. Anyone 
not receiving the USO technical specification 
at an affordable price will be able to request 
a connection as long as it does not cost more 
than £3,400 to connect them and as long as 
there is not a scheduled alternative connection 
programmed for the next twelve months. 

It has been estimated by Ofcom that as of 
January 2018, 925,000 premises in the UK 
(3%) would qualify for the USO based on the 
proposed technical specifications. These are 
properties that are the most hard to reach areas 
in terms of broadband connectivity.

I am hopeful that following pressure from myself 
and other MPs representing rural areas that we 
can continue to influence the Government and 
Ofcom to carry out the plans already in place 
and go further where needed to increase rural 
broadband and mobile connectivity.

It is important that everyone has the chance for 
good mobile and broadband connections and 
that we end the “not spots” in the local area.

Communications – Maria Caulfield 

INSTALLERS OF
In-Ground and Surface Swimming Pools
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Looking for a reliable,
inexpensive taxi service in Lewes?
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For this edition, the news mainly relates to 
the “management team” which is undergoing 
some changes.

After a very long and diligent period as 
Treasurer, Andrew Featherstone will be retiring 
from that post at the next AGM meeting. We 
have been very fortunate to benefit from both 
Andrew’s financial acumen and his overall 
wisdom. This is reflected in the very healthy 
financial position of the Hall, for which we owe 
him a huge vote of thanks.

We are also fortunate to have arranged for a very 
orderly transition - with Rachel Clifford joining 
our team with immediate effect. I am sure her 
experience will also be invaluable to the Trustees 
as we move forward.

The other change relates to the position of 
Secretary, which Delia Minoprio had been 
undertaking over the last few months, bringing 
the benefit of her legal experience to the role. 
Unfortunately for us, the demands on her 
time from both that profession and her family 
commitments have proven to be too much and 
she has had to step down from that role – but 
will continue to be involved as a Trustee.

This means we are actively looking to attract 
someone to take on this role of Secretary and 
those interested should contact me for more 
information and an explanation of the key 
requirements. rod.hearn@hotmail.com. This is 
a really urgent need and would prove rewarding 
to anyone interested in joining a motivated team 
and helping the efficient running of the Hall. 

I am pleased to report that with the addition and 
active participation of Rea Hamilton as a Trustee 
representing Hamsey School , there is real 
potential to forge closer links with the School 
and we look forward to that.

Since the beginning of the year, the 
responsibility for Booking Management has 
been taken on by Kate McBrown, who is doing 

a great job, aided by her daughter, Keavy. 
Working closely with Jane Holford, they have 
made the transition as seamless as possible 
after Jenni Toomey handed over the booking 
responsibilities back in January.

Now that Spring has arrived the tennis court net 
is in place and there is already a lot of activity 
both on the court and the playground equipment, 
which is particularly gratifying to see.

Going forward, the Trustees are committed to 
further enhancing the appeal of Beechwood Hall 
and its facilities , more news of which will follow 
shortly.

Rod Hearn, Chair of Trustees.
_______________________________________

MARKING THE WAY 
Members of the Monday 
Group have installed a 
smart new easy access 
stile and directional finger 
post on the official route 
of the footpath through 
Beechwood Park. This 
route was diverted some 
years back, to avoid dog 
walkers going through the 
children’s play area. The 
diverted route has now 
been closed up again and new hedging planted. 
_______________________________________

ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
Now the field has dried out sufficiently for a game 
of football without going home covered in mud, 
the tennis net has been returned to the all weather 
court in time for the Easter holidays. Already 
proving popular, there was an exciting doubles 
game going on just the day after! The court can 
still be used for basketball but priority should be 
given to tennis players whilst the net is up please. 
It is also important that scooters, roller skates and 
bikes use the overflow carpark (when not used 
for parking) rather than the court, as the line 
markings can be damaged by incorrect use.

From the trustees of Beechwood Hall and Park

Smart new stile
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ROOM FOR WILDLIFE 
Our thanks to Steve Toomey who has made and 
installed this smart ‘Bug House’ at Beechwood 
Park. Containing everything desirable for our 
winged and crawling friends this is a marvellous 
addition to the area around the overflow 
car park, which will be left slightly wild to 
encourage bees and other essential bug life. 

_______________________________________

FAMILY FUN DAY 2019
Following the success of our family fun day last 
June, we are hoping to hold another fun day in 
August so if you would like to help or have some 
ideas about what you would like to see please let 
me or Nat know. 

I look forward to hearing from you all.

Kate 
katemcbrown2012@hotmail.co.uk
cupcake123@talktalk.net
_______________________________________

COMING SOON TO BEECHWOOD 
PARK 
Outdoor gym equipment will be installed this 
summer in a previously unused space between 
the youth shelter and the games court. This 
recreation installation is aimed at our residents 
aged 50 plus who have asked for more exercise 
facilities at the park for adults. 

Many thanks to those residents who contributed 
towards costs with donations at the last Fun Day 
and playground opening at Beechwood Hall, 
where proposals were displayed and feedback 
was so positive. Thanks especially to those 
residents who took time visiting nearby parks to 
test equipment and report back. 

Most of the equipment will be funded by 
infrastructure money received by the parish 
council from Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CILs) funding from new housing ring fenced 
to be spent on local facilities. As you may 
have noticed from your latest council tax bill, 
Hamsey Parish Council took the unusual step of 
reducing precepts (the money you pay) this year 
as we have been able to fund improvements via 
successful grant applications, CILs money and 
careful spending. 

We chose The Outdoor Gym Company from 
a number of tenders as they are a British 
manufacturer with an excellent record in parts 
longevity, paint quality, safety standards and 
overall quality and design. This equipment 
uses the body weight of the person exercising 
to create relative resistance so they get a better 
workout, unlike some competitor equipment 
which did little more than move in time.

The Outdoor Gym will include signage which 
shows us how to work the equipment. Users 
can also download an app if they wish and 
scan the sign to manually log their workouts to 
track their progress. The equipment isn’t aimed 
at fitness fanatics so much as those residents 
hoping to be more active given the opportunity.  
A bike will be included in the package so people 
can get the benefit of cycling without dicing 
with death in the lanes or on the A275. The 
equipment will be situated behind the car park 
hedge in a place where users will feel some 
privacy and hopefully not too far from the new 
drinking fountain when it is installed.

Smart new stile

Steve with the new ‘Bug House’
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This edition we welcome local historian Sue 
Rowland.

When did you live in Hamsey Parish?
1976 - 2016 in Offham.

What did you most love about this place in 
days gone by?
Less traffic, more community spirit, great 
history, some lovely old characters.

And how about now?
Moved away nearly 3 years ago, needed to 
downsize. Still involved with The Friends of 
Hamsey Church.

What did people do for work?
Worked on the farms, at the timber yard, on the 
railway, in Lewes businesses.

How did they enjoy themselves?
Dances and tea parties in the Malthouse (old 
village hall), local pubs - there were 4; Chalkpit, 
Blacksmiths Arms, Pump House (Hop Leaf), 
Rainbow.

What has changed the most?
Most of the older generation who had been born 
in the parish and grew up together have passed 

on and there seemed less community spirit when 
we left 3 years ago.

Who played sports?
There was a football and cricket team but they 
declined many years ago.

Can you tell us about a memory that makes 
you smile? 
I was on the parish council for 12 years and 
organised several tea parties in the Malthouse. 
At the millennium tea party we took a photo 
of over a hundred people, past and present 
residents. It was quite a feat to get that 
organised. I particularly remember a gentleman, 
Bill Howe, on entering the hall and seeing a 
lady, exclaiming in a loud voice “Mabel Barton, I 
haven’t seen you since 1935!”

What sad thing happened? 
The village shop in Offham closing down.

Who caused most mischief?
No comment!

What would most surprise newer residents if 
they saw it today? 
The amount of huge trees opposite the 
Blacksmiths Arms. There were elms and beech 

Blast from The Past

A regular feature to glimpse back at our villages’ roots through the 
eyes of our longer-standing residents.
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that were mainly lost in the hurricane in 1987. 
Offham Hill had very few trees (now covered 
with ash saplings). It was possible in the snow to 
wiz down the hill on a sledge or fertiliser bag!

Where is your favourite place in the parish?
Hamsey Church and graveyard. 

Have you a favourite photograph?
Cows passing Blacksmiths Arms, c1900 (See 
below).

If you could go back and spend a day with 
anyone in the parish who would it be and why?
As a historian I always wanted to meet Elsie, 
Lady Shiffner. She was American and married 
to Sir John Shiffner of Coombe Place. Born in 
1872 and died in 1972, 6 weeks before her 100th 
birthday. She was widowed in 1914, lost two 
sons, John in WW1 and Henry in WW2. She 
sounded a fascinating woman.

Thank you Sue for this wonderful account of 
days gone by. 

If you have enjoyed remembering the old days 
and have some stories to share, please get in 
touch with Tamsyn by calling 07921 227623 or 
emailing if you are online on:
tamsynhamseypc@gmail.com

We can have a chat over a cup of tea, over the 
‘phone or by post if easier for you. Someone 
somewhere is bound to love hearing your story. 

Cabinet councillors at Lewes District Council 
have agreed to introduce new licencing 
conditions to curb the use of Chinese 
lanterns on council owned land. 

In future, any organisation or individual that 
wants to hire council land for an event, will be 
required to sign a licence that prohibits the release 
of a lighted sky lantern or helium balloon.

The lanterns are already banned in some areas 
in the UK due to the environmental risks that 
they pose.  The RSPCA, Civil Aviation Authority, 
the Marine Conservation Society and National 
Farmers’ Union are also campaigning to have 
Chinese lanterns outlawed.

There are already ByLaws in place that prohibit 
the lighting of any bonfires, fireworks or Chinese 
lanterns at Beechwood park.

Council to curb use of Chinese lanterns
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In September the school asked us to support 
various activities for the children this year, 
including funding music and gardening 
lessons, travel to swimming lessons, small 
playground play equipment, class outings 
and the Year 6 leaving events. 

We settled on a seemingly impossible target 
of £6,500, substantially more than has been 
raised in recent years. 

We soon got stuck into an exciting programme 
of events and have exceeded all our expectations 
by raising £4,500 so far!! Highlights have 
included:

•  Spook Fest Halloween party at Beechwood 
Hall, where the children and local residents 
particularly enjoyed the spectacular Circus 
Kinetica fire-breathing, smoke-spewing and 
bubble-belching organ!

•  Light Fantastic - we ran the bar for the Hamsey 
parish party and raised £441 for school 
funds. A big thank you to village residents for 
drinking the bar dry! 

•  Christmas puppet show – WishWorks 
performed their hilarious ‘Merry Mayhem’ 
Christmas show to the delight of the audience, 
both young and old. This was followed by a 
raffle with fantastic prizes very generously 
donated by local businesses. 

•  Seedy Saturday in Lewes where we ran the café. 
This was a great success - we clearly have quite 
a reputation in Lewes for providing an array 
of delicious high-quality cakes, with many 
customers specifically requesting favourites 
they have enjoyed in previous years!

•  Autumn jumble sale in Beechwood Hall 
that was very well supported by the local 
community. We also joined the Beechwood 
Hall jumble sale in March.

•  My Teenage Diary was a terrific collaboration 
with Barcombe PTA. A sell-out crowd enjoyed 
a cringe-makingly hilarious evening in the 
beautiful Westgate Chapel in Lewes. Several 
of our parents held the audience spell-bound 
as they shared some of their hitherto most 
secret teenage experiences. Truly a night to 
remember!!

•  Spring Fever Disco at Beechwood Hall 
organised jointly with Starfish youth music 
charity. Everyone had great fun and thoroughly 
enjoyed the soulful sounds of DJ Steve 
Franklin.

We have also had various smaller-scale events 
after school, all involving the sale of significant 
quantities of cake. We ended the spring term 
with a lovely Easter egg hunt for the children 
in the school grounds, hosted of course by the 
Easter Bunny!

We are most grateful to Gold Property 
Developments for supporting us this year, 
generously donating £500 to our funds. 

Our eyes are now firmly set on meeting and 
hopefully exceeding our fund-raising target, as 
we would love to be able to provide our children 
with some fantastic bonus activities in addition 
to the items from the school ‘wish list’. We have 
lots of exciting events planned for the coming 
weeks, including our annual Curry and Bingo 
Night on Friday 10th May.

This is a hugely popular and successful event 
that has been very well supported by the local 
community in previous years. This time we 
are going to partner with Barcombe school at 
Barcombe Village Hall for a joint evening that 
promises to be hilariously good fun.

Tickets will be available from the school office 
after Easter, priced at £15 to include curry 
and bingo cards. Please do come along and 
support us whilst enjoying a great evening’s 
entertainment. 

Hamsey School PTA News
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AMS ALL YOUR
PROPERTY

NEEDS
PLASTICS
PRO

PROPERTY
SERVICES

•Facias
•Windows
•Doors
•Gutter Clearance
•CCTV Gutter Maintenance

www.ams-propertyservices.com
07702 854373  01273 400162

MAKE YOUR WEDDING EXTRA SPECIAL 

01273 813401 info@chariotschauffeurs.com 
Chariots, Merlins, Uckfi eld Road, Clayhill, East Sussex, BN8 5RU

Established in 1993
WITH A CAR FROM CHARIOTS!

WE PROVIDE CHAUFFEUR DRIVEN EXECUTIVE 
       CARS, LIMOUSINE & MINIBUSES 
IN SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH EAST
FRIENDLY STAFF & PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEURS

EMAIL:

 Chauffeur Service
 Minibus Hire   Limousine Hire

 Wedding Car Hire

A new initiative we have undertaken this 
year is to register with Easyfundraising. 

This is a great website where friends of Hamsey 
school can raise funds simply by doing their 
everyday online shopping! Every time you shop, 
we receive a small donation to say ‘thank you!’ 
It’s completely free and over £20M has been 
raised for causes just like us so far. 

Over 3,500 big name retailers are included, such 
as Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, eBay, 
Boden and M&S. There are also great donations 
available from many leading travel companies 
and service providers including Booking.com, 
Travelodge, First Choice, Haven, Europcar, P&O 
and Trainline, so do check out Easyfundraising 
before booking your summer holiday, short 
break or family day out. 

Do you or anyone you know purchase office 
stationery, computer equipment or regularly 
travel for business?

There are literally hundreds of well-known 
retailers that supporters can use if they 
regularly buy-for-business such as; Screwfix, 
Viking, Amazon, Rymans, Staples, Vistaprint, 

DELL, Apple, HP, Ebuyer, Curry’s PC World, 
Laterooms, Holiday Inn, and BT Broadband. 

If your business can support us in this way we 
would be extremely grateful. 
We want to raise as much as possible so please 
sign up and help us via our unique link at:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/hamseycp

Easyfundraising will even give us an additional 
£5 when a new supporter registers using this 
link and raises their first £5. You can share this 
link with all your friends and family too – every 
donation helps!

We have already raised nearly £250, this is free 
money that our supporters have bagged simply 
by using the Easyfundraising portal when doing 
everyday online shopping. 

Users still benefit fully from all the discounts, 
offers and sale prices being offered by the 
retailers. 

If you have any queries about using 
Easyfundraising please email Lindsay on 
lindsayalexander2011@gmail.com.



Hamsey NEWS22

In September the school asked us to support 
various activities for the children this year, 
including funding music and gardening 
lessons, travel to swimming lessons, small 
playground play equipment, class outings 
and the Year 6 leaving events. We settled 
on a seemingly impossible target of £6,500, 
substantially more than has been raised in 
recent years. 
_______________________________________

CHATFIELD CLOSE LANDSCAPE BUFFER 
– On behalf of Hamsey Parish Council, we 
have been addressing with Gold Property 
Developments Ltd the implementation of the 
landscape buffer on the northern boundary of the 
Chatfield Close development, which was one of 
the stipulated planning conditions. We undertook 
a site visit with the Project Manager for Gold 
Property Development Limited in November 
2018, which verified that the planting of the buffer 
zone was being undertaken in accordance with 
the approved plans and was well advanced. Since 
then, following further correspondence, we have 
now re-visited the site to confirm that the buffer 
zone planting has been completed in accordance 
with the approved Landscape Installation, 
Establishment and Management Plan.
_______________________________________

A PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER 
COVERS BEECHWOOD RECREATION PARK

Under the proposals, anyone found 
not to be clearing up after their dog 
could face a fine of up to £1,000.

Bags and a bin are supplied 
at the park. These are funded 
from your council taxes so 

please do use them to clear up behind your dog. 
Whilst many dog owners are very responsible 
and always do clear any mess, unfortunately 
some still refuse to do so. 

In light of the ever increasing problem of 
dog mess in the park, the parish council in 
consultation with the Hall Trustees now require 
all dogs to be kept on a lead when inside the park.

FLY-TIPPING – There have regrettably been a 
number of instances of fly-tipping over recent 
weeks, at various locations around the parish. On 
Sunday 27th January, a sofa was found dumped in 
the hedgerow at the top of Hamsey Lane. During 
the following weekend of 2nd/3rd February, there 
were two significant instances of fly-tipping, 
at North End and in the layby on The Drove 
respectively. More recently, fly-tipping has again 
been evident in the layby on The Drove. All the 
above incidents have been reported to LDC who 
have arranged for attendance and removal.

It is to be hoped that these recent incidents are 
not a consequence of the changes (additional 
charges and restricted opening hours) that ESCC 
have now made to their Waste & Recycling sites 
in an effort to reduce costs.
_______________________________________

PARISH LITTER PICKS – We are really pleased to 
report a great turnout for our recent litter pick on 
7th April and huge thanks go to Mutsumi, Nao, 
Ian, Miki, Terry, Kevin, Jim R, Jim E, Margot and 
Pete who joined us on the day.

With so many ‘pickers’ we were able to cover all 
areas of the parish including the usual ‘hot-spots’ 
of the A275 and Deadmantree Hill lay-bys. As 
a result, a huge pile of black bags and assorted 
junk was left in the corner of the Beechwood 
Hall car-park for our friends from LDC Waste 
and Recycling to collect – a testament to a very 
productive morning.

Based on this success, we will be continuing 
with the Sunday dates for the rest of 2019, with 
further litter picks planned on 7th July and 13th 
October respectively.

Environment Report
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We will continue to do all we can to publicise 
all litter picks in the Hamsey News, on the 
community website (with alerts for registered 
users) and by posters and we hope very much to 
see as many of you as possible taking part in this 
regular opportunity to keep our parish clean! 
_______________________________________

LITTER HEROES – We continue to be grateful 
that more and more local residents are joining 
this scheme and adopting their local areas to 
complement the quarterly parish litter picks. 
Many areas of the parish have already been 
adopted by ‘Litter Heroes’ and if you, or any one 
you know, wish to join them and take part in this 
initiative to ‘adopt’ your own part of our parish 
please do let us know.
_______________________________________

CHERRY PICKERS LAYBY ON A275 – Although 
this lay-by, close to the entrance of Wickham 
Lane, is a constant litter ‘hot-spot’ and receives 
attention during every quarterly litter pick, 
it is clear that we need to consider additional 
measures to reduce the litter dropped at this 
location.
 Accordingly, we are now working with the 
Service Manager at LDC Waste Services to 
explore the potential provision of a waste bin at 
this location.
_______________________________________

COOKSBRIDGE LEVEL CROSSING UPGRADE 
– The commissioning of the renewed level 
crossing installation was completed by Network 
Rail Monday 11th March 2019. 

On behalf of Hamsey Parish Council, we met 
beforehand with Network Rail on 13th February 
to review and agree the arrangements for the 
final phase of the works, including the need to 
manage site waste appropriately, minimise noise 
and vibration, avoiding ground contamination, 
ensuring that staff did not drop litter and 
limiting the amount of road vehicle movements / 
emissions associated with these works.

Where damage was caused to the environment, 
for example grass verges, Network Rail will be 
making this good upon completion of the works.

AIR POLLUTION – We are now finalising 
designs for the anti-pollution signs that Network 
Rail have agreed to install at Cooksbridge level 
crossing as part of the upgrade works, as well as 
along the A275 in the zone where road vehicles 
are regularly queuing whenever the level crossing 
barriers are down. The intention is that these 
signs will make reference to Cooksbridge and 
the potential effects of the emissions from idling 
road vehicles on the lungs of the young children 
walking past each day on their way to attending 
Hamsey Community Primary School.
 
The Clean Air 
Pack from Friends 
of the Earth has 
been used by 
the children at 
Hamsey School to 
measure car fumes 
near to the road 
at the school gate 
and, as a contrast, 
away from the 
fumes. Although 
readings for 
noxious vehicle 
gases fell well 
below government standards, the readings at the 
front of the school were found to be significantly 
higher than those at the back. Further readings 
are now being planned near to the roadside to see 
if the readings are worse from the pavement.
_______________________________________

VISION - Tamsyn and Robert are continuing 
to talk with neighbouring parishes to share 
information and to join forces on environmental 
initiatives. We have many really exciting 
initiatives now in progress and more ideas in 
the pipeline and we would always welcome 
contributions and suggestions for consideration. 
We continue to share a vision of Hamsey parish as 
a community working together to ensure a clean 
and sustainable environment for present and 
future generations. 

Councillors Robert Baughan and Tamsyn 
d’Arienzo
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With spring approaching thoughts naturally 
start to turn to holidays – so, dream holiday 
or short break… book it safely, and don’t 
become a victim of holiday fraud!.

Thousands of people in the UK become victims of 
holiday fraud every year, duped by fake websites, 
advertisements, emails, social media posts, texts 
or phone calls. They lose their holiday and their 
hard-earned money.

Holiday fraud can apply equally to exotic, sun-
drenched holidays or UK caravan breaks, ski 
chalets or pilgrimages, city breaks or flights and 
train journeys.

Your 10 top tips for Safe Holiday Booking to 
avoid holiday fraud:
  
•  Thoroughly research accommodation, flights, 

cruises or package holidays advertised on private 
advertisements, to check that they are authentic. 

•  Check that accommodation really exists by 
finding it on Google Maps and looking for 
third-party reviews and recommendations. If 
you can, call the owner/agent directly. If the 
number is not provided, email and request it. 

• Check reviews on TripAdvisor or similar sites. 

•  Remember that paying by credit card means 
more chance of getting your money back if 
something goes wrong. 

•  Never transfer money in payment for 
accommodation or travel. If you do and it’s a 
fraud, your bank will not be obliged to refund 
your money. 

•  Confirm that travel agents and tour operators 
are members of trade associations such as 
ABTA or ATOL. You can do this on these 
bodies’ websites. 

•  If paying online, type in the website address 
you know to be correct (instead of following 
a link), ensure the payment page is secure 
(begins with ‘https’ and has a locked padlock in 
the browser window frame). 

•  Be wary of unusually cheap holidays or high 
deposits. 

•  Check terms and conditions prior to making 
any payment. 

•  Keep confirmations and payment receipts, and 
check statements for irregular entries. 

For everything you need to know about booking 
holidays and travel online safely:
www.getsafeonline.org/safebreaks 

Get Safe Online - Safe Holiday Booking 
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TRACTOR DAMAGE 
CCTV footage and photos taken by residents 
have been passed to police for enquiries into a 
curious case of a tractor driver to who decided 
2am, after a Saturday night, was a good time to 
mow down Highways signs and bollards whilst 
trimming random bushes and trees between 
Lewes and South Chailey, causing damage to 
many Cooksbridge installations including the 
railway sign and much concern to residents, 
some of whom woke to find the tractor’s flashing 
lights shining in their windows. Some things you 
just don’t get to write about in the city. 
_______________________________________

FUEL SYPHONING
A resident was repeatedly targeted by criminals 
syphoning diesel from his truck until this 
January when a younger resident saw an 
incident taking place and alerted his parents 

and neighbours. Local residents chased the 
perpetrator and fortunately evidence was left at 
the scene which police have managed to match 
through forensics to their crime database. 

Currently an identified person outside of our 
area is sought by police for this crime and no 
further incidents have taken place. 
_______________________________________

DISTRACTION BURGLARY LAST YEAR
Police have confirmed that at this time no people 
have been arrested for the distraction burglary at 
Offham last April. Local friends and neighbours 
were shocked and upset when men pretending 
to be from the water board forced entry into 
the home of a long-standing resident at Offham 
at tea time and stole some items. The affected 
resident was said to be resilient and appreciated 
the concern shown by neighbours.

Children from yr 2/3 and yr 5/6 at Hamsey 
took part in a very exciting art project this 
term.

Inspired by the work “Totem” by Berenice 
Sydney, they experimented with patterns and 
symbols to develop their own small part of a 
giant map, containing representations of objects, 
people and places that are important to them. 

Their piece, ‘A Place Called Home’ is featured in 
this year’s annual ‘Draw Me In’ exhibition at the 
Towner Gallery in Eastbourne. Well done to all 
of the children for their fantastic efforts.

We are very proud that their work will be part 
of such a wonderful exhibition, and pleased that 
they will be able to have the opportunity to go 
and see it for themselves, alongside all of the 
other pieces.

Rea Hamilton
Deputy Head of School (Weds - Fri)
Hamsey CP School 

Crime Update

Hamsey School 

Work from Hamsey school is on display at 
the Towner Gallery, Eastbourne
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The last week of March. The equinoctial 
sun tempers the cool of the air. 
 

The lazy croak of two ravens sounds across 
the Ouse valley, the only sound. A Brimstone 
butterfly passes by, uninterested in the tiny 
flowers of the hairy bittercress among the graves, 
a gratifying nibble for those of us who appreciate 
its sharp tang.

The dead of the parish keep silence beneath the 
turf. Such is the scene on a visit to St. Peter’s 
Church, Hamsey, following a meeting of the 
Friends committee. 

Plans are in hand for an Open Day on the 
afternoon of Saturday, 6th July but you don’t 
need to wait until then to pay a visit. The visitors’ 
book records two intrepid souls in January, 17 
in February and 18 in March. “Such peace and 
beauty” says one. “So lucky to find it open” Some 
come specially to visit graves or remember: 

“I was confirmed in this beautiful church and 
grew up in Hamsey – a very special place.” Some 
stumble upon it: “Walking the Ouse Way and 
spotted this lovely church.” 

The Friends do what we can to ensure the 
church is open at weekends and mostly, also, 
during the week and it is gratifying to sense how 
much this is appreciated. 

The main roof was renewed last year. Plans are also 
afoot for work on the interior but first we await a 
report on the possible ancient wall-paintings. 

Visit our website www.friendsofhamsey.org 
for more fascinating information about the 
history of your ancient church and its graveyard.

THIS SUMMER THE CHURCH EVENTS ARE AS 
FOLLOWS:

Saturday 4th May – Big clean up of the church, 
anyone welcome

Sunday 5th May – 6.00pm Evensong taken by 
The Rev Judith Egar

Sunday June 2nd – 6.00pm Evensong taken by 
Judith Egar

June 7th  - Judge Michael Kennedy’s group 
will be singing compline.  The group will be 
at the church from 7.00pm for a rehearsal to 
which anyone is invited and then the Office of 
Compline will commence at 8.00pm and last for 
about 30 minutes.

After that, do join the group for strawberries 
and a glass of wine. Compline was traditionally 
the final service of the day and takes the form 
of beautiful chants sung in Latin.  This is a 
haunting sound in the church on a perfect June 
evening. 

Sunday 9th June - 6.00pm Summer Concert by 
the Musicians of All Saints 
www.mas-lewes.co.uk

Sunday 16th June – 6.00pm Summer Concert 
by the Musicians of All Saints 
www.mas-lewes.co.uk

Saturday 6th July – 2 – 5 pm Open Afternoon, 
music, tea and cake

Sunday 7th July – 6.00pm Evensong

Sunday 4th August – 6.00pm Evensong

Sunday 1st September – 6.00pm final evensong 
of the year

Friends Of Hamsey Church
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Route 121 - Changes on the Mondays to Friday 
timetable only:

From Newick the 08:47 journey will be 
withdrawn due to its generally low level of use. 
The current 09:57 journey will be retimed to 
depart from The Bull at 09:30. The 09:30 journey 
from Lewes to Newick will also be withdrawn. 
Route 122 -The Monday to Friday journey at 
09:25 from Lewes and 09:40 from Barcombe 
Cross will run 5 minutes later. 

The Saturday route and timetable is revised so as 
to additionally serve Plumpton Green on some 
journeys, running from Barcombe Cross via 
South Chailey Mill Lane and Honeypot Lane. 
Saturday journeys will depart from Barcombe 
Cross at:

•  09:55 (via Plumpton Plough at 10:07 and 
Plumpton Green Station at 10:10, arriving 
Lewes at 10:26); 

•  11:55 (via Cooksbridge at 12:03, arriving 
Lewes at 12:15);

•  13:55 (via Plumpton Plough at 14:07 and 
Plumpton Green Station at 14:10, arriving 
Lewes at 14:26);

•  15:55 (via Cooksbridge at 16:03, arriving 
Lewes at 16:15);

•  17:10 (via Plumpton Plough at 17:22 and 
Plumpton Green Station at 17:25, arriving 
Lewes at 17:41);

Saturday journeys will depart from Lewes Bus 
Station at:

•  09:35 (via Cooksbridge to Barcombe Cross, 
Plumpton Plough and Plumpton Green);

• 11:35 (via Cooksbridge to Barcombe Cross);
•  13:35 (via Cooksbridge to Barcombe Cross, 

Plumpton Plough and Plumpton Green);
• 15:35 (via Cooksbridge to Barcombe Cross);
•  16:50 (via Cooksbridge to Barcombe Cross, 

Plumpton Plough and Plumpton Green).

Changes to the Bus 
service

The adults mixed team is back for 
2019 and looking for new recruits. 

 Matches are in Lewes on
 Thursday evenings and
 all players are welcome,  
 whether seasoned 

stoolballers or just wishing
 to give this traditional 

Sussex Sport a try. 

If you would like to come
 along and see what it's 

about give Tony a call on:
07889 363604

Cooksbridge Stoolball
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Saturday 4 May 
Big clean up of the church
Everyone welcome
Hamsey Old Church

Sunday 5 May - 6.00pm 
Evensong
Taken by The Rev Judith Egar
Hamsey Old Church
............................................................
Monday 13 May - 2.00pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Ian Everest talking about 
Shepherds of the South 
Downs - Offham Church Hall
............................................................
Thursday 13 May - 7pm
Annual Parish meeting
Beechwood Hall
............................................................ 
Thursday 13 May 
Parish council meeting
Beechwood Hall

Sunday 2 June - 6.00pm 
Evensong
Taken by Judith Egar
Hamsey Old Church
............................................................
Friday 7 June - from 7pm
Judge Michael Kennedy’s 
group will be singing 
compline - Hamsey Old 
Church
............................................................
Sunday 9 June - 6.00pm 
Summer Concert 
By the Musicians of All Saints 
www.mas-lewes.co.uk
Hamsey Old Church
............................................................
Monday 10 June 2.00pm
Monday Afternoon Club
The Emmaus Trust
Offham Church Hall
............................................................
Sunday 16 June – 6.00pm 
Summer Concert 
By the Musicians of All Saints 
www.mas-lewes.co.uk
Hamsey Old Church

Saturday 6 July - 2-5 pm 
Open Afternoon, music, tea 
and cake
Hamsey Old Church
............................................................
Sunday 7 July - 6.00pm 
Evensong
Hamsey Old Church
............................................................
Sunday 7 July - from 10am
Parish Litter Pick
meet at Beechwood Hall
............................................................
Monday 8 July - 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Tea in the garden
............................................................
Thursday 11 July - 7.15pm
Parish council meeting
Beechwood Hall
----------------------------
Wednesday 24 July
Monday Afternoon club
Coach trip to Chichester 
Festival Theatre 

Forthcoming Events 

It has now been a year since our 
previous incumbent priest Derek 
Bastide retired and to date a new rector 
hasn’t has been appointed.  
 

The church continues to rely on mainly retired 
clergy, to take the regular Sunday 10.30 family 
communion service. All members of the church 
are working hard to provide continuity during 
this interregnum period.

As a parish we are required to renew the 
electoral roll every 6 years. If you wish to be 
added to the new electoral role please contact 
Jenny Money ASAP ( jennymoney49@gmail.
com or 01273 483424).

Parochial Church council AGM, St Peters 
Church Hall Wednesday 24th April 7.30pm.

SERVICES
Every Sunday 10.30am Family Communion

To arrange baptisms, weddings, blessings, 
the renewal of marriage vows, funerals, sick 
communion etc. or to discuss any pastoral 
matter during the interregnum, please contact 
the Churchwarden, Roland Gough, on 01273 
486510, email: stpetersoffham@gmail.com 
or Caroline Featherstone on 01273 477151, 
email: aaf-caf@usa.net.

Caroline can also arrange hall bookings.

News from St Peters Offham
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Details from Caroline 01273 477151 

Every Sunday 
10.15 am Sunday Club 
All children very welcome 
..............................................................................................
Second Sunday in the month 5.30pm
Hamsey Harmony
Informal Singing Group
Details from Julie Nye 07970 522058
..............................................................................................
Second Monday in the month 2pm
Monday Afternoon Club
Tea, Chat and Talks for all retired members of 
our community villages)

Tuesdays 
9.15 – 10.45 am
Yoga with Amber Ward
(01273 891594/07795 170803)
..............................................................................................
7.30pm (School Term time only) 
Pilates with Amy (07812 346112) 
..............................................................................................
Thursday mornings including school holidays
10 to 11-30am Toddler Tunes 
Singing, dancing, toys, drinks and lots of fun– 
All under 5s very welcome (only £3 each per 
session)

Details from Kate 0744 3849839

Monday mornings from 9.30 am 
Yoga with Robin
..............................................................................................
Monday evenings 
Brain & Body yoga. 
1 hour classes with Claire Alexander Moore at 
7.30pm: £8 drop in Body & Brain classes are a 
form of energy yoga.
www.bodynbrain.co.uk
..............................................................................................
Tuesdays 10.15 – 11.15am
Little Learners classes
For 5 months – 5 years
..............................................................................................
Tuesdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles : 
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
elementslewes@gmail.com
07552372089 – Younis
.............................................................................................. 
Tuesday evenings from 7pm
Choir practice
New members always welcome

Wednesday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie
..............................................................................................
Wednesday evenings 
Elements martial arts – adult class
..............................................................................................
Thursday mornings 
Yoga with Tamsin
..............................................................................................
Thursdays from 4.30pm
Mat Monkeys : 
4 -7 years old 4.30pm to 5.15pm
Elements Eagles : 
8 - 12 years old 5.30pm to 6:30pm
..............................................................................................
Friday mornings 9am
Keep fit with Katie
..............................................................................................
Every 2nd Sunday in the month 9am - 12pm. 
‘Slow Sunday Mornings’ with Amber Ward. 
Yoga, breathing practices and meditation. 
Suitable for everybody. £20.
Contact Amber: 
07795 170803 / 01273 801594 
ambertheward@hotmail.com

Regular Events Offham Church Hall

Regular Events Beechwood Hall



Hamsey NEWS30

We are specialists in providing 
non-medical care to older people 
in their own homes, enabling 
them to remain where they’re 
most happy and comfortable.

www.homeinstead.co.uk/lewesdistrict&uck�eld
info.lewes@homeinstead.co.uk

Tel: 01273 437040

• Award winning care
• Companionship services
• Home help services
• Personal care services
• Highly trained CAREGivers

LEWES
CAR RENTAL

Professional vehicle hire services
in Lewes and surounding areas

01273 486 016 | 07921 689 549
chaileymotors@yahoo.co.uk

Contact  Neil / Les

www.leweschaileycarrental.co.uk

The Jumble Sale raised the grand total of £735-
34p. However , we should make a total of £800 
once some silver that was kindly donated to the 
sale has been sold.

This means that this time £600 has gone to 
Community Funds and £200 to the School 
Funds. It was good to have the additional helpers 
and masses of Jumble that the school provided.

It was a quieter Jumble Sale this year, possibly 
due to the brilliant weather and other sales on 
the same day, but for those who came-there was 
plenty to buy and many enjoyed sitting outside 
in the sunshine eating cake and drinking tea. 

So many thanks are due to so many helpers who 
continue to give their support every year –and 
a big thankyou to everyone who donated such 
good quality jumble. 

Thankyou to those who helped on the day-Sue 
and Jim Edwards, Jo Hughes, Angie Betteridge, 
Margot and Jim Redwood, Kate , Robert , Kara 
and Keavy McBrown , Jodie , Marion, Caroline 
Featherstone, Jacqui, Millie, Phoebe, Charlotte, 
Tom and Sally Edwards with all her school team.

In setting up thanks are also due to Mikki 
Brightmore, Doreen du Boulay and many 
children and helpers from school.

Thankyou also to Kevin for delivering the 
Jumble flyers and Jo and Jim for once again 
turning out on Sunday for the final clear up. 

Anita

Hamsey Jumble Sale 2019
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Answers - Across - 1)Puddles 3)Flowers 6)Slicker 10)Tadpole 11)Melt 12)Bulbs 13)Garden 14)Pastel 15)Bloom 

Down - 2)Daffodil 4)Rainbow 5)Green 7)Kite 8)Butterfly 9)Robin 10)Tulip



The Rainbow Pub & Carvery, Resting Oak Hill, Cooksbridge, Lewes, BN8 4SS

STEAK
NIGHT 

2 Steaks + Bottle of Wine

£30.00
Every Thursday 

CARVERYEvery Wednesday and Sunday join us for a traditional carvery. 3 Meats and all the trimmings await. From only:
£8.50

Wednesdays
£10.50

Sundays

Revived
Inns Ltd

Food Served:
Monday – Friday 12 – 2.30 / 6 – 9

Saturday & Sunday 12 – 9

Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 12 - 3 / 5 - 11

Saturday: 11 – 11 / Sunday 12 – 10

The Rainbow
Pub & Carvery

T: 01273 400134
E: bookings@rainbowcooksbridge.co.uk 
W: www.revivedinns.co.uk/the-rainbow


